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PREFACE. 



This book contams a rariety, It is a collee- 
ti<m of pieces written at different times, for 
different porpose^ These are now brought to- 
gether, in the hope that they will be useful 
both to saints and sinners. There is much that 
is of an experimental character , and is therefore 
calculated to comfort young Christians, and 
tried believers. Some of the pieces are of a 
more stirring kind, and it is hoped will stir up 
some who may be at ease in Zion, or who are 
wrapping up their talent in a napkin. Afew, are 
more suitable for unconverted sinners, they point 
out, the way of salvation, and set forth the me- 
thod of justification by faith in the Lord Jesus, 
and may be as balm to a wounded conscience. 
Simplicity is the characteristic of this little 
volume, and to do good to souls its one grand 
aim. Some of the pieces have been useful in 
another form, may they be much more so in 
this. Such books, appear to the writer, to be 
especially needful in the present day. And 
having been so jfovourably received by the pub- 
lic in his former attempts to spread the truth, 
he is encouraged to appear among them again 
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May the Lord graciously condescend to smile 
npon this feehle effi>rt, and render this book a 
blessing to many souls. 

Reader, one word with you before you begin 
to read this little volume ; remember, that Ood 
alone can make it useful to you. Everything is 
just what God makes it to us. He can make 
this little work a very great blessing to you. 
Let me intreat you to spend a few minutes in 
prayer before you begin to read, for except 
God bless it, you will read it without real 
benefit Prayer . brings down the blessing. 
But it must be earnest and energetic, simple 
and sincere, direct and devout: for it is the 
energetic ''prayer of the righteous man that 
availeth." Should you derive benefit from it, 
will you recommend it to others, and aid in its 
circulation. It may do them good too. Let us 
always bear in mind, that God works by means, 
and frequently by the most simple means. Let 
us use the means in faith, expecting a blessing 
in the use of them, forasmuch as we know that 
our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. 
The good Lord bless both writer and reader 
making us holy, useful, and happy. Amen. 

James Smith. 



New Park Street^ London. 



CHRIST PRECIOUS. 

To the spiritual mind there is a charm in 
the very name of Jesus ; and when graci- 
ously assisted hy the presence of the Holy 
Comforter, we immediately conceive of 
something sweet, glorious and delightful, 
when the name of Jesus is hut mentioned. 
It is a name that never wearies, hecause it 
is associated with all that is important, 
valuable, and delightful in the estimation of 
the believing soul. Many a saint has com- 
plained when Jesus has not been suf&cient- 
ly honoured, but never one that he has 
been exalted too highly. Our best mo- 
ments are spent in contemplating his per- 
son, rejoicing in his work, spreading his 
lame, and enjoying feUowship T^th him. 
The spiritual perception of his glories, fills 
the soul with admiration and holy love ; the 
application of his promises softens and ele- 
vates the heart ; and a sense of interest in 
his salvation and grace, makes happy beyond 
description. Holiness never appears so 
lovely, as when beheld in his adorable per- 
son and meritorious work; sin never ap- 
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pears so detestable and loathsome, as when 
seen in his agony, cross and death. Grace 
is then most glorious, when we view it in 
his humiliation, sacrifice, and triumphs ; 
and mercy has peculiar attractions, when 
beheld in his tears, tender expressions, and 
ardent prayers. 

Jesus is indeed precious, when feith views 
him as descending from the glorious high 
throne, and becoming a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief, — stricken, smitten of 
God and afflicted, — wounded for our trans- 
gressions, bruised for our iniquities, and 
making peace for us by the blood of his 
cross. To see the object of Jehovah's de- 
light and angelic adoration exposed to the 
rage of devils, the contempt of men, and 
the fierce, unsparing wrath of God, in order 
to purchase my freedom from bondage, to 
secure my deliverance from eternal woe, and 
procure a title for me to unfading blessed- 
ness and glory, — ^this renders Jesus pre- 
cious, and causes the soul to exclaim, his 
love to me was wonderful, his grace sur- 
passing thought, and his mercy is inconceiv- 
able ! The mind struggles for suitable 
emotions, — the soul longs for a lofty song, 
and labours for becoming expressions to tell 
out her ideas of Jesus. Her language is, — 
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I would for ever speak his name. 
In sounds to mortal ears unknown ; 
With angels join to praise the Lamb, 
And worship at his Father's throne. 

His tenderness, as manifested in his kind 
expressions, sweet invitations, and loving 
promises, endears him to us. When we 
hear him say, " I will in no- wise cast out,-; — I 
will give to him that is athirst, of the foun- 
tain of the water of life freely, — whosoever 
will, may come to me ;" and add, ** heaven 
and earth shall pass away, hut my word shall 
not pass away," — ^how unspeakahly pre- 
cious he appears ! To hear the Father vouch 
for him, "A bruised reed he shall not break, 
the smoking flax be shall not quench ; but 
he shall feed his flock Uke a shepherd — he 
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bosom," — ^fills us with 
admiration and pleasure. To listen to his 
gracious promises, " I will see you again, — I 
will not leave you comfortless, — I w3l mani- 
fest myself to you, I will come and receive 
you to myself, that where 1 am, there you 
may be also" — fills us with gratitude and 
humility. To find him informing us of the 
Father's mind and will, to relieve us from 
cares, and banish our fears, saying, "Fear 
not, little flock; it is your Father's good 
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pleasure to give you the kingdom, — ^what- 
soever ye ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you : for this is the will of him 
that sent me, that every one that discemeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up again at 
the last day," — consecrates us entirely to 
him, and leads us to devote ourselves and 
our all to his praise. But when we behold 
him confirming his word, removing our sins, 
bearing our curse, and making reconcili- 
ation for our iniquity by his vicarious suffer- 
ings and death, love can hold no longer, 
bftit cries out. 

If I loved my Lord before, 
I would love him ten times more : 
Drop into his sea outright, 
Lose myself in Jesus quite. 

The sympathy of Jesus also renders him 
precious to the believer : he possesses my 
nature, and has felt as I feel, — ^his heart has 
throbbed in unison with mine, he has feared, 
hungred, thirsted, wearied and suffered in 
every part of his person, and in every way, 
— therefore he is touched with the feeUDg 
of our infirmities. He knows the power and 
influence of temptation upon the mind, and 
in all our afflictions he is afflicted, and the 
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messengers of his presence surround us. 
Not a sigh escapes unnoticed, — ^not a groan 
is neglected, nor a tear forgotten : he is ever 
with us, feels for us, and directs everything 
to work for the good of the soul that 
helieves on his name. He is always Jesus, 
the fountain of love, mercy, pity, compas- 
sion, and grace. He is ever our kind, ten- 
der, and faithful brother, bom for adversity, 
and present when needed to support, com- 
fort or deliver. He says, ** Even to hoary 
hairs I am he, — I have borne, and I will 
carry, — I will make aU thy bed in thy sick- 
ness, — I will never leave thee, I will never, 
no never forsake thee; but I will deliver 
thee in six troubles, and in seven shall no 
evil touch thee." Let this but be received 
into the mind by faith, and Jesus must be 
precious. Every name he bears, every office 
he fills, every relation he sustains, every 
promise he has given, every doctrine he has 
taught, every precept he has enforced, 
rightly viewed, endears him to the spiritual 
mind, and renders him precious to the soul. 
If these lines should be read by any one 
who has never felt Jesus to be precious, — 
more precious than riches, honours, reputa- 
tion, health, — ^yea, than life itself. I would 
say to that person. Thou art in a pitiable 
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sitaation ; the god of this world hath hither- 
to blinded thy mind, — he now leads thee 
captive at his will ; — thou art a stranger to 
real holiness, gospel peace, and true happi- 
ness. This is the charm of life, the essence 
of joy, the spring of every-thing worthy the 
name of comfort. An interest in, and fel- 
lowship with, a precious Christ, illumines 
the dark hoinrs of affliction, — warms the 
heart in the cold embraces of death, — ^and 
perfumes the otherwise, scentless grave. 
Everything is wanted, where Jesus is not 
known ; and Jesus is not scripturally 
Ifiaown, imless he his precious to the soul. 
My poor brother or sister, never expect tQ 
be happy, or dream of peace, holiness, or 
heaven, unless Jesus is your all in all, unless 
you can heartily say. 

Yes, thou art precious to my soul, 
My transport and my trust : 

Jewels to thee are gaudy toys. 
And gold is sordid dust. 

All my capacious powers can wish, 

In ihee doth richly meet ; 
Not to my eyes is light so dear, 

Nor friendship half so sweet. 

Thy grace shall dwell upon my heart, 
And shed its fragrance there ; 

The noblest balm of all its wounds, 
The cordial of its care. 
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THE SAVIOUR'S DEMAND. 

'* Lovest thou me ? " Who is it that makes 
such a demand upon me, and inquires after 
my love ? It is Jesus, the sinner's Friend — 
the glorious Saviour. Love thee ! Yea, Lord, 
thou knowest that I love thee ? The great 
desire of my soul, and constant prayer of my 
heart, as thou knowest, is, that I may love 
thee more, and serve thee better. How can 
I meditate on the glorious perfections of thy 
nature, — ^the boundless love of thy heart, — 
thy deep humiliation for my welfare, — glo- 
rious exaltation at the right hand of the 
Father, and sweet love messages to me from 
thence, and not love thee } O yes, I do, I 
must, I will love thee ! I only want to 
feel thy love inflaming, increasing, and set- 
tling my love upon thee and thine immove- 
ably. But why is the inquiry repeated ? art 
thou jealous of my love ? O ! now I see, it 
is my conduct ; I am prone to wander, and 
fond of other lovers, aad too much taken up 
with the things of time. But, Lord, I wait 
to hear thy word, — speak the command, 
and give me will and power to obey. 

Lovest thou me ? Then spread abroad 
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approaching judgment, and all the change- 
less solemnities of eternity, call upon you, 
if you love me, to keep my commandments, 
and seek my glory. 

Lovest thou me ? Then why those re- 
serves? why so seldom at my throne, 
though so repeatedly, so urgently invited ? 
why is my word neglected, though given 
hy inspiration, and profitable for all things? 
why are my ordinances slighted, though 
identified with my honour, and intended to 
produce your good ? and what is this bleat- 
ing of the sheep that I hear, — are these 
things too good, too valuable for me ? are 
you afraid you can give me too much, 
or be a loser by me ? If you love me, I 
demand your body, — ^render it a living sa- 
crifice ; I demand your soul, — surrender it 
cheerfully as my lawful right; I demand 
your time, — consecrate it to me, and only 
use it as a loan ; I demand your property, 
•^-use it, but be sure you do not abuse it : 
there is that scattereth, and yet increaseth, 
and there is that withholdeth more than is 
meet, and it tendeth to poverty ; I demand 
your all, — ^whether, therefore, you eat or 
drink, or whatsoever you do, do all to my 
glory. For except a man deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me, he cannot 
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be my disciple ; and he that is ashamed of 
me and of my ways before men, although 
he may say he loves me, of him will I be 
ashamed before my Father and the holy 
angels. 

Lovest thou me ? Then endeavour to 
manifest to all around the glory, perfection, 
and tendency of my grace. Exhibit the 
graces of my Spirit, crucify the flesh, with 
its affections and lusts, and declare plainly 
that you seek a country, — a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God. Set your affections — your minds, 
on things above, not on things on the earth : 
for if ye indeed love me, ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with me in God. Daily ex- 
pect my coming ; always act as under my 
eye ; ever pursue your way, persuaded that 
every moment brings you nearer to my glo- 
rious presence. Let it be seen that you 
are Christ-like, — endure the cross, despise 
the shame, walk as it is written, and you 
shall shortly sit down with me on my 
throne, as I am set down with my father on 
his throne. 

Lovest thou me? Then remember you 
have my word that I will never leave you, 
— that my grace is sufficient for you, — ^that 
I wiU make all grace to abound towa' 
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you, — that my strength shall be made per- 
fect in your weakness, — and that I am able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
you can ask or think. Never venture out 
in your own strength, or attempt anything 
by your own wisdom, or you wiU fieul. 
Look to me for wisdom, grace, courage, 
strength, holiness, and pe&ce ; go on trust- 
ing my fedthful word, and you shall find 
that the way of the Lord is strength to the 
upright ; for I will never fail you, but will 
accomplish in you , aU the good pleasure of 
my goodness, and the work of faith with 
power. To conclude, never think you can 
(do too much for me, or be satisfied with 
what you have done, or are doing ; rather 
ask. What more can I do to glorify my 
Saviour's name, to further my Redeemer's 
cause ? Look at my journeys, labours, 
Gethsemane sorrows, and dying pangs ; 
listen to the voice of my groans, and read 
the language of my blood : — all, all cry. If 
you love me, honour me, obey me, imitate 
me, and press on with vigour to be with 
me. 

Hark ! my soul, it is the Lord ; 
'Tis thy Saviour ; hear his word ; 
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee : 
' Say,' poor sinner, * lov'st thou me t ' 
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FOLLOW ME. 

He that would be found in good com- 
pany must accept the Saviour's invitation, 
and follow him. He calls us to him, as the 
Author of eternal salvation, and invites us 
to follow him as the Shepherd of his flock. 
Nature is for inquiring. Where will he lead 
me ? but grace is willing to follow whither- 
soever he goeth. He leads all his followers 
out of the world, — unfits them for its plea- 
sures and practices ; and, though they are 
often entangled by it, they cannot be com- 
fortable in it : Divine teaching proves that 
tiiey are not of the world, even as Jesus is 
not of the world. He leads us into fellow- 
ship with himself and his Father ; and we 
find our sweetest comforts and most suited 
communications flow from holy fellowship. 
Having once enjoyed sweet, heart-melting, 
soul-liberating fellowship with God in 
Christ, we cannot be satisfied, or feel happy, 
but as we are living in the enjoyment of 
such a high and . holy privilege. He lea s 
us into the way of holiness ; holiness be- 
comes the object of our ardent desire, con- 
stant pursuit, and earnest prayer. It is th*^ 
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element which we must breathe, if we be in 
spiritual health,-: — ^it is the attainment we 
seek, if we be really taught of God. He 
will lead us to heaven. Our way may be 
through a waste, howling wilderness, — we 
may be tried, tempted, disappointed, and 
perplexed daily ; but if we follow Jesus, we 
shall be glorified eventually. It is through 
much tribulation he conducts, but all who 
follow himi must enter the kingdom. 

He'll lead them on fair Zion's road, 
Though weary, weak, and faint ; 

For, O ! they ne'er shall lose their God, 
Nor Jesus lose one saint. 

Jesus says, "Follow rae;" and for all who 
follow he provides, — everything necessary 
for t}ie journey, and needful at the epd, he 
will communicate. He will feed with the 
finest of the wheat, and with honey out of 
the rock, all who cleave unto him with full 
purpose of heart. His promises axe marrow 
and fiEitness ; his presence is a delightful 
feast, which &ose often taste who live near 
him in the exercise of fidth and fellowship. 
He that follows Jesus may safely trust all 
his concerns in his hands, — ^he will order, 
arrange, and manage all for him with infi- 
nite wisdom and unparaHeled prudence. 



FOLLOW ME. 19 

None walk so safely, so consistantly, or so 
prosperously, as those who step, or endea- 
vour to step in all the Saviour's foot-marks. 
He will warn them of danger, protect them 
from harm, comfort them with tokens of 
his love, and bless them with the earnest of 
the Spirit in their hearts. He will compass 
them with favour as with a shield, feed 
them with the heritage of Jacob their 
father, give them more grace,— nor will he 
withhold one good thing from them. 

But there can be no following Jesus ta 
purpose, unless we are brought to resign 
ourselves and all that belongs to us into hi» 
hands; — ^until we can bring all we have, 
and all we are, and lay it down at the 
Saviour's feet, and write upon it with our 
3ni hand, guided by a willing heart, "this 
IS THE Lord's," — ^we shall make but poor 
work of following Jesus. If we have many 
interests, each will call to us, have a claim 
on us, and a demand from us ; but if our 
interests are all merged in the interests of 
Jesus, our interest being his, and his ours, 
then we shall proceed with pleasure, satis- 
Action and willingness. Most men are 
willing to follow their treasures, but few 
are willing to leave them : so, unless Jesus 
becomes our treasure, our portion, our al^ 
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we shall not follow him heartily, cheerfully> 
or universally. Reader, have you anything 
you have not resigned to Jesus ? have you 
anything which you cannot deliberately and 
heartily give up into his hands ? — ^if so, you 
will find it a burden on the mind, a plague 
to the soul, a disease at the heart: — you 
will make but sorry progress at any time, 
and no progress at aU in stripping times : 
for he can never cheerfully give up fvr 
Jesus, who has not first given up to Jesus. 
There will be no following Jesus to pur- 
pose, unless we believe in his revealed cha- 
racter; except we can believe he is wise, 
merciful, and faithful, we shall never follow 
him for or freely. How can I trust myself 
with an unwise, unmerciful, or treacherous 
person ? It is impossible. One great rea- 
son why we do not follow Jesus fully, is 
foimded in oiur ignorance of, or want of 
feiith in, what Jesus is. He that believes 
heartily that Christ is what the gospel says 
he is, and what saints in every age have 
proved him to bet, can trust Jesus with all, 
and leave himself and all his concerns in his 
hands. My brother, art thou afraid to trust 
Jesus, — to follow Jesus, or afraid thou shalt 
be a loser by Jesus ? If so, you do not 
know him, or you do not fuUy believe the 
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testimony Gkxl has given of his Son. O 
what oompttratiTelj happy lives we should 
live, if we practicsdly helieved Jesus to he 
what he really is, — the kind, tender-hearted, 
gracious, feuthfol, and ever-lo\ing F&ieno 

OP SiNNBBS. 

We shall never folly accept this invita- 
tion, until we are folly persuaded that our 
happiness, holiness, and safety are involved 
in it. What can make me truly happy ? 
The presence of Jesus and the light he gra- 
ciously communicates. But how is this to 
be enjoyed ? He teUs me, " He that foUow- 
eth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life." What can make me 
holy ? Ovlj the gracious work, teaching, 
and communications of the Holy Spirit. 
But what is the design of his work, teach- 
ing, and communications ? To glorify 
Jesus; and herein is Jesus glorified, that 
his discnples forsake all and follow him 
whithersoever he goeth. The holy flock 
always follow the sanctifying Shepherd. 
In what consists my safety? In my 
Saviour's watchful eye, potent arm, and 
loving heart. But when are the evidences 
of these being employed for us enjoyed ? 
When we are found following in his sacred 
footsteps. 
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But where *are we to follow Jesus ? 
Whithersoever he goeth, through evil re- 
port and good report. He is to be con- 
stantly set before us as our one grand ob- 
ject, and we are to run our race looking 
unto him. Follow him in all his holy in- 
stitutions, and soul-feeding ordinances, — ^in 
every 'sc!lf- denying path, in every arduous 
duty, and in every gracious privilege. En- 
deavour to imbibe his spirit. He was meek 
and lowly in heart. Prize and search his 
word, for there his footprints are to be dis- 
covered ; look to his fulness for wisdom, 
strength, and all necessary provision ; rely 
on his faithful prohiise, in the most unfa- 
vourable circumstances; trust his veracity 
in the dark uncomfortable night of tnal 
and trouble; follow him in sighs^ cries, 
groans, and ejaculations, when you feel un- 
able to follow him in any oth^ way, and 
remember he is always at your right hand, 
that you may not be greatly moved. Ex- 
pect much opposition from Satan, self, the 
world, and many professors of religion ; but 
always bear in mind Jesus, who bought 
you with his blood, quickened you by his 
grace, and has promised you glory, honour, 
immortality, and eternal L'fe, — ^your Jesus 
says, *' Follow me, — not them," 
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PEACE WITH GOD. 

Peace is an invaluable blessing, a source 
of comfort and joy ; to be at war with 
God, to be the enemy of JefaoTah, how 
awful ! how fearful ! And yet in this fearful, 
awfiil state we are ail found by nature; 
the carnal mind is enmity against God, not 
subject to his law, ndther indeed can be. 
Every power of the soul is in a state of ac- 
tive rebellion against him, and the whole 
course of the life is in opposition to him. 
We dare his justice, insult his holiness, de- 
spise his mercy, and reject his gracious pro- 
clamations. We make it manifest that we 
consider sin, the world, and even Satan, 
preferable to God and his Christ. Every 
imagination of the thoughts of the heart is 
evil, and that continually; every action of the 
life is rebellion, either against the law or the 
gospel, and that perpetually. The heart is 
so deceitful that we dream all is right, or all 
will be right ; it is so desperately wicked 
that it contemns God, and says he will not 
reqmre it. Justice has threatened us ; the 
sentence of the supreme court is recorded 
against ua ; we are condemned already; ar ^ 
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wrath, torment, and black despair are reveal- 
ed as our portion. And yet, who believes 
it ? Every one turns to his own way, and 
rushes into worldly pursuits as the horse 
rusheth into the battle. But yonder is a 
poor distressed and tormented creature. 
See ! the gloomy countenance bespeaks 
trouble and anguish of heart, the heaving 
bosom and tearful eye speak volumes. Let 
us inquire the cause of all this emotion. 

Brother, why art thou troubled and dis- 
tressed : what is the cause of thy grief and 
anguish ? *'Oh ! I have sinned against God, 
against light au4 knowledge : I have trifled 
with holy things ; I have lived in folly ; I 
have pursued an evil course until now : and 
I fear, — I am persuaded that there is no 
mercy for me, no hope for me. I have en- 
deavoured to make my peace with Gk)d, but 
he refuses to hear me ! I have tried every- 
thing I can try, but nothing relieves me ; I 
am abandoned to despair, wretchedness, and 
woe!" My brother, you have not tried 
everything : peace is not to be obtained in the 
way you have sought it, nor were you have 
looked for it. Peace is only to be obtained 
in Jesus, in Jesus the sinner's Friend ; he 
has made peace by the blood of his cross; 
and sinners, just such sinners as you are, 
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are reconciled to God through his death. 
He has satisfied the awful cliums of divine 
justice, and maintained unspotted aU the 
honours of essential holiness ; he has given 
the law its due, the whole that it can de- 
mand in order to the sinner's justification ; 
he obeyed its holy precepts in his life, and 
paid its dreadful penalty in his death, and 
honoured the law thereby, more than it 
could have been honoured had a world 
obeyed its precepts, or ten thousand worlds 
have been sacrificed on its altar. The 
obedience and sacrifice of Jesus are impreg- 
nated with all the glories of his divine 
nature ; there is infinity about his word and 
sacrifice.; aad every act he performed as 
Mediator, every groan he uttered, every drop 
of blood that flowed from his sacred veins, 
cried " Pbace, peace fob sinnb&s, peace 
for sinners without money ob without 
FBiCE V* His gospel is the glad tidings of 
peace made, and it proclaims to every soul 
within the hearing of the herald's voice, 
" Through this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveness of sins, and by him all who 
believe are justified from all things, from 
which they could not be justified by the 
law of Moses." It proclaims peace with 
God for every soul, whatever may h^""* 
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been its previous character or conduct 
that is willing to receive Christ, to trust 
to his blood and obedi^ice alone for sal- 
vation, and to come under his govern- 
ment as the King of kings. It makes no 
exceptions — ^the rich and the poor, the 
learned and the illiterate, the polite and the 
rude, the prince and the peasant, are alike 
addressed in its glorious proclamation. It 
'requires no recommendation, it prescribes 
no conditions, but proclaims peace, pardon 
and eternal life to every willing soul. 

This Lb the gospel ; — ^it is just suited to 
you, my poor troubled brother. God him- 
self addresses you this moment through me, 
and says of you, "Let him take hold of my 
strength and make peace with me, and he 
shall make peace with me." Venture, Oh ! 
venture on Jesus, and your peace is made, 
and shall flow in like a river; accept his 
precious invitations, and your title to life is 
made out ; look to him as exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, and your healing is 
rendered certain ; call on him as your God 
and Friend, and you are saved for ever, for 
every one that calkth on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. Do you object, "But I 
am such a wretched, base, idle, and un- 
godly creature ? " You are a sinnsb, that 
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one word embraces aU yon are, and all you 
caa be ; it indudes in its fearful bosom the 
very essence of everjrthing that is base and 
wicked ; but sinners are the characters 
whom JesDS invites ; he says, "I came not 
to call the righteous^ but sinners to re- 
pentance." Jesus loves sinners; he lived 
and died for sinners; he lives and pleads 
for sinners : he continues to invite and re- 
ceive sinners ; he never did, he never will, 
while tiie present dispensation of mercy 
lasts, refuse to receive a coming sinner, let 
lus case, condition, or character be what it 
may. It is the joy of his heart, and the de- 
light of his soul, to show mercy to sinners ; 
and be assured of this — 

Not all the sms that you have wrought 
So much his tender bowels grieve, 
As this unkind, injurious (hougph^ 
That he's unwilling to foigive. 

What though your sins are black as night. 
Or glowing like the crimson mom ? 
Iramanuel's blood will make them white 
As «Qow through the pure ether bom. 

Nothing but unbelief can now stand in the 
way of your access to God, peace with God, 
and enj03rment of God: to the believing 
sinner, to every sinner of every description 
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who believes in Jesus, God is love; he loves 
such an one with an infinite, eternal, un- 
changeable love. To such, he says, "Fury 
is not in me : come ye near unto me ; I 
have blessed you, and ye shall be blessed : 
fear not, all things are yours : all thin^ 
shall work together for your good." O pre- 
cious words ! O gracious God ! O fayoured 
soul! 

My fellow sinner, whoever thou art that 
may read these lines, I proclaim to thee this 
jo]^ news, that there is mercy with Qod, 
that he is ready to forgive : not that you 
may trifle with his mercy, try his patience, 
insult his pity, and live in the indulgence of 
your lusts; but that he may bs vbabbd. 
The door of mercy is now open ; Jesus at- 
tends at the pardon oflice ; he sits on the 
throne of grace ; he still says, " I will re- 
ceive you graciously and love you freely ;" 
but' when once the Master of the house is 
risen up, or when death has arrested you, 
'THBN no pardon can be had, the .sweets of | 
mercy cannot be tasted, but black despair 
and endless woe alone remain. Seek ye 
the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near. 
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THE LORD'S DAY MORNING. 

This morning possesses a cbarm peculiar 
to itself ; it is emphatically the best of all 
the seven. On this morning the Friend of 
sinners burst the barriers of the tomb, and 
once more trod our wretched earth in all the 
vigour of youth and the bloom of immor- 
tality. He now declares that sin is put 
away, and believers freed from all condem- 
nation; death is overcome, and those who 
through fear of deajh are subject to bond ' 
age, lawfully delivered ; Satan is conquered, 
and all his principalities spoiled, and 
reduced to a state of vassallage ; life and 
immortality are now brought to light, 
llie Son of righteousness rises in all his 
unrivalled splendour, and pours a flood of 
healing light on our benighted world. 
Angels sing' the triumphant anthem, 'and 
believers greet each other with, " The Lord 
is risen." They can now look back upon 
the wondrous transactions past, and see the 
mysteries of wisdom; the wondei:s of love, 
and the riches of grace. O hallowed morn- 
ing! may my thoughts be ever ready to 
pay thee thy tribute, aiid may my whole 
soul devoutiy worship my risen Lord I 
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On this morning the Holy Ghost de- 
scended upon the disciples as they were met 
in holy union, engaged in believing prayer, 
waiting for the promised Comforter. He 
came to do honour to the day and the Lord 
who rose upon it; he appears to glorify 
Jesus, and to fit his otherwise imfit ambas- 
sadors, to carry tidings of his love, to every 
part of our guilty world. He comes as a 
reviving wind and a soul warming fire ; he 
fills the house and the disciples' hearts with 
his presence, and the multitude with wonder 
and astonishment. He testifies of Jesus, 
and enables them to speak for Jesus ; they 
proclaim the death, resurrection, and glory 
of the Sinner's Friend ; and he accompanies 
the word with such power, that three thou- 
sand hard hearted, murderous sinners were 
made willing to embrace, worship, and con- 
fess the once despised Jesus. O blessd 
day ! O holy glorifier of Christ ! I admire 
the one, — worship, love, and adore the 
other. 

On this day holy John was favoured witii 
the peculiar presence of the Spirit, in his 
dreary place of banishment, and saw the 
visions of God : and on this day the saints 
have ever met to worship, honour, and 
praise their Saviour and God. This very 
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momizxg thousands are up to begin the day 
iu prayer, and to praise Jesus with ten 
thousand songs : how sweet the idea, that 
Jesus this morning engages so many minds, 
and is glorified by so many hymns ! Could 
all who worship Jesus in spirit and in trutfi 
be collected into one place this morning, 
what a mighty host would appear, under 
what a variety of circumstances would they 
be found, how differently gifted and how 
variously disposed ! yet in this they would 
all agree, to crown Jesus " Lord of all " 
They would be willing to honour him, and 
heaiily join to give glory to him. Millions 
will this day meet to worship and hear of 
Jesus, in churches, in chapels, in cottages, 
and some in the open air : Jesus wiU be in 
the midst of every little knot, he will pay no 
attention to the meanness or magnificence 
of the place, but will come unto them and 
will bless them. How sweet the idea that 
Je^ps, by virtae of his omnipresence, can 
be with each, and all his people, in every 
part of the world ; and not only so, but he 
wiU be with them. Every broken heart will 
be noticed, and every wounded spirit regard- 
ed by our great Physician to-day ; and, de- 
lightful idea ! many a haughty sinner will 
be brought down at his feet, to cry for 
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mercy in his name. Yes, perhaps thousands 
will this day he horn of God ; my heart is 
ready to cry. Lord, let there be millions ! It 
is pleasing to see the house of prayer filled ; 
hut the awful thought, that there is a way- 
through the house of God to the dark con- 
fines of despair, sometimes produces a heavy- 
sigh, a gloomy apprehension, and makes my 
soul tremhle at the idea that many 'of them 
may be lost. Oh! how dreadful to go 
through the ordinances of religion, with the 
sound of salvation in the ear, the doctrines 
of the gospel in the head, and the name of 
Jesus on the tongue, to darkness, death, 
and black despair ! Yet it is to be feared 
this will be the case with many. 

But let me turn to a more pleasing idea : 
to-day Jesus will go forth to Hberate his 
captives ; some of those who have long been 
held in the chains of unbelief, under guilt, 
and fear, and bondage, will be set at liberty ; 
the trump of jubilee will sound, and heav^n- 
bom freedom take possession of the heart : 
the lame man shall leap like a hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb sing, when Jesus pro- 
claims pardon and peace thorough his word. 
To many a hungry sinner the word will 
drop like marrow and fatness, and to many 
a wearv ^oul will it be sweeter tlmn the 
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richest wine. Mercy will to-day administer 
her cordials in Jesus' name, and Grace pour 
out her blessings in honour of his death. 
To-day Zion's feast will be made, and her 
tabulated sons and daughters be dehghtfully 
regaled. 

It is the Lord's day; he claims it, he 
calls it his own. Shall a man rob God.^ 
Yet they do, who refuse him his day ; he 
gives us six days for ourselves, and only 
reserves a seventh. Let us then cheerfully 
give him his own, let it be spent in prayer, 
meditation, holy reading, attendance on in- 
stituted ordinances, family instruction, and 
social edification. Let us aim to honour 
Jesus, not allowing our own thoughts, 
seeking our own temporal welfare, or doing 
our own pleasure on this holy day. Let it 
be entirely the Lord's. Let it not be a 
short day : many seem determined that tbe 
Lord shall have as little as possible, and 
therefore if he must have a day, it shall be 
a very short one ; literally the shortest of 
the seven. But let us especially endeavour 
to serve God with grace, for, unless we enter 
into the spirit of the day, it wiU only be a 
day of bondage. It is a resurrection day ; 
Jesus finished his work, atonement was 
made, righteousness was complete, Satar 

c 
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was conquered, the world overcome, the 
grave perfumed, and Jesus arose; he had 
done all he could for us on earth, and he 
greeted his disciples with, " Rejoice." We 
must embrace, rest upon* and plead the 
Saviour's perfect work ; see the way into 
the holiest opened ; and by fedth enter into 
rest. O it is sweet to rest in Jesus, to 
realize complete redemption, to find holy 
liberty with God, and to know that there is 
now no condemnation ! Unless we serve 
God on the ground of the complete work of 
Christ, it wUl be the service of a slave : 
unless we look for the renewings of the 
Holy Ghost, it will be dry duty instead c^ 
delightful privilege. Aim to keep the Sab- 
oath in Jesus, and then you may cheerfully 
smg. 

The joyfhl mom, my God, is come, 
That calls me to thy honoured dome, 

Thy presenoe to adore : 
My feet the summons shall attend, 
AVith willing steps thy courts ascend, 

And tread the hallowed floor. 

Seat of my friends and brethien, hail! 
How can my tongue, O Zion, fiedl 

To bless thy loved abode ? 
How cease the zeal that in me glows 
Thy good to seek, whose walls enckae 

The maMiona of my God t 
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THE WAY INTO THE HOLIEST. 

Thsrb can be no lively desire to enter 
intx> the holiest until holiness has been im- 
planted in the soul ; men in a state of nature 
may wish to go to heaven, but they have no 
idea of heaven as the holiest of all. Here 
the holy Ood discovers himself in his divine 
perfections and unparalleled glories ; here 
die holy angels, the cherubim and seraphim, 
ascribe holiness to Jehovah ; and here the 
sanctified spirits of tlie just sing their holy 
songs to thear Father and their God. No 
sin, no defilement can enter ; one particle 
of defilement would render its possessor un- 
speakably miserable : all must be pure, 
holy, and perfect. My spirit, notwith- 
standing the work wrought in it by the 
Holy Spirit, could not be happy there 
except that work was perfected. But when 
we contrast the holiest of all with this un- 
holy earth, and the inhabitants of that blest 
place with sinners upon earth, we may well 
ask. But how can we get there, or be 
happy when there ? The gospel solves these 
important questions, it tells us, that Jesus 
is the way into the holiest of all. He wa~ 

c2 
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prepared from the beginning, but was not 
clearly made manifest until the times of the 
gospel. There never was another road. 
This is the only way : on this holy Abel 
travelled, as did ftiithful Abraham, and all 
who have entered into the joy of their Lord. 
This way was provided for sinners, and for 
none but sinners ; in thif character they 
must come, enter and proceed. If they 
attempt to come in any other character, or 
to bring anything with them as matter of 
recommendation, they cannot enter ; it is 
for sinners who are lost, ruined, and undone. 
It is a free grace road, there is nothing to 
pay ; we enter freely, find all things neces- 
sary for the journey provided, and the end 
crowned with peace ; it is like Ezekiel's 
river, on either side of it grows all trees for 
meat, whose leaves do not fade, nor is the 
fruit thereof consumed, but they bring forth 
new fruit according to the month. It is a 
living way, it gives life and maintains it, 
and carries forward the halt, the maimed, 
and the sick. By virtue of this peculiarity 
thousands have entered the holiest who 
otherwise never could. A glorious army of 
infants have been carried into the bosom of 
the Lord, by this living way; and none 
who have been enabled to step a foot in it 
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ever became a prey to eternal death. It is 
a short way exactly suited to those who 
have not much time left for travelling; 
what could the poor thief have done if he 
had had a long journey prescribed to him, 
or a multitude of difficult duties to perform? 
ilis time was nearly run out, he was enter- 
ing death's dark evening, and plunging into 
eternity's awful abyss ; but this living way 
carried him by a short cut from hell's infer- 
nal gates to heaven's glorious mansions : and 
so the word was fulfilled, " He. will finish 
the work and cut it short in righteousness : 
because a short work will the Lord make 
upon the earth." It is a way worthy of 
God, all his divine attributes and perfections 
are displayed, illustrated and glorified in 
this way ; justice gets its demands, and 
mercy does her pleasure ; holiness is pre- 
served from a spot, and grace reigns 
supreme ; truth appears inviolate, and love 
is quite in its element ; sovereignty shines 
in glory, and pity feels at home ; here God 
is known, must be loved, and for ever 
adored : glory is reflected on his character, 
praises ascend to his throne, love is mani- 
fested to his name, reverence for his autho- 
rity is shown, and the palaces of Zion ring 
with, •• Not unto us, not unto us, but r 
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thy name gire gloiy, for tiby mercy and thy 
tnith's sake." It is a way that pleases Qod 
and men, Jehovah says of it, " I am well 
pleased*/' heaven-taught sinners say of it, 
"It is all I could wish, desire, or crave, I am 
well pleased with it:" the law-giver and his 
law gets honour, the law-breaker gets par- 
don and peace, and Jesus is all in all. 

Jesus is the way, we never could have 
ascended the ladder of the law, the steps of 
it were so wide apart, there being but ten 
from earth, to heaven ; we never could reach 
the first, much less the other nine ; " by the 
deeds of the law shall no flesh living be 
justified ;" but Jesus in his person, media- 
tion, work, and death is the way into the 
holiest ; like the ladder which Jacob saw in 
his dream, it reaches from earth to heaven, 
the foot of it is close to us, the top of it at 
the throne of Gkxi. It is just suited for sin- 
ners, by believing they enter the way ; not 
by working, but by believing; the foot of 
faith once placed on this way takes the soul 
off from the way of condemnation, brings 
the whole weight of the soul's concerns 
upon Christ, and safety is found in him. 
^d as we begin by believing so must wepro* 
ceed, " for we walk by feith not by sight 2" 
but for the comfort of the little ones I may 
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observe, faith goes oat to Jesus in hearty 
desires, earnest wishes, and secret groans ; 
it calls to him, waits on him, pants to receive 
from him, and longs to be found in him, be- 
fore it feelingly ventures all upon him : and 
sometimes it takes much soul exercise to 
bring the person to this, for fear, unbelief, 
and Satan do all they can to prevent it; but 
sooner or later there must be a simple ven- 
turing upon Jesus, and a casting of the 
soul vnth all its concerns upon him, as set 
forth in the everlasting Gospel. And when 
once this is done the soul is experimentally 
in the way which leads into the holiest, the 
curse is removed, darkness flies, bondage 
departs, and joy and peace succeeds. The 
soul feels its standing upon Christ, rests all 
its burdens upon him, expects to be saved 
by him fuUy, freely, and for ever. Hope 
enters into that which is within the veil ; 
love finds its centre in the dear and ador* 
able Saviour; fedth is taken up with the 
excellent way ; humility works up the soul 
to astonishment, at the goodness of Qod to 
one so totally unworthy; and meekness 
brings over all the powers of the mind to 
sweet subnussion, resignation, and satisfioc- 
tion with God*s suitable way. Salvation is 
come to the soul, relation to faithful Ahr 
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ham is proved, the child of promise is made 
manifest, and all things helong to this hap- 
py man. He looks at the way with admi- 
ration, at his God with reverence and love, 
at Jesus with gratitude and pleasure, at 
himself with surprize and wonder, at the 
gospel with rejoicing and gladness, at saints 
with respect and affection, at sinners with 
pity and concern, at sin with hatred and 
ahhorrence, at holiness with desire and 
prayer, at Satan with disgust and displea- 
sure, and at hell with thankfulness and awe. 
Happy soiil! thou hast escaped from the 
hroad road, and art now in the narrow path, 
in the way of holiness, Jesus will be to thee 
sanctification, as well as righteousness and 
redemption ; he will make thee meet fiyr^ as 
well as give thee a title to the holiest of all: 
look only to him, beg of him the Holy 
Spirit in his sanctifying gifts, graces, opera- 
tions, and indwelling ; remember it is written 
of thy Jesus and his, "He tliat sanctifieth and 
they who are sanctified are all of one :" for 
which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, saying, ** I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren, in the midst of the 
church will I sing praise unto thee." 

All who are in the way to the holiest, are 
made meet for the enjoyment of it,' and 
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therefore when thou takest the last step on 
earth, every-thing that would hinder thy en- 
joyment of the peace, pleasure, and hlessed- 
ness which are at God's right hand will be 
removed from thee ; and and thy spirit per- 
fected in holiness will depart to be with 
Christ, until the great day shall arrive when 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
the living saints be changed : and then the 
body purged from all the dregs of corrup- 
tion, with the soul cleansed from all the 
effects of sin, shall be in sweet harmony and 
fitness for the enjoyment of the holiest of 
all. No more will the body be a clog to 
the soul, nor the soiil use the body as an 
instrument of unrighteousness; but the 
happy pair will be one in enjo3nment, in ser- 
vice, and in holiness for ever. This, this my 
soul, is the portion of all who are travelling 
in the way of holiness, and this flows from 
the free mercy of thy God, through the 
blood-shedding and death of Jesus. Pre- 
cious Jesus ; to suffer such intolerable tor- 
ments, and to die such an ignominious 
death to make a way for my souL into the 
hoUest of all ; and to make a way for my 
enjoyment of endless felicity in a state of 
sanctity and righteousness ! How can I he 
satisfied without loving thee ? how can J 
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righdy employed uuless I am found praising 
thee, and spreading abroad the honour of 
thy dear and worthy name ? that I could 
praise thee as I wish, as I ought, as thou 
deservest I Blessed Comforter, lead me to 
have houQurable views, ccmsistent thoughts, 
and right aims in reference to Jesus ; and 
keep up in my mind a remembrance of his 
infinite love, of what he is tp me, and what 
I must have been in time and to eternity 
but for him ; that so I may glorify him on 
the earth, and answer the end of my natural 
and spiritual existence. Amen. 

O precious blood ! O glorious death, 

By which the sinner lives ! 
When stung with sin, this blood we view, 

And all our jov revive. 

The blood that makes his glorious church 

From every blemish free ; 
And O the riches of his love ! 

He pour'd it out for me. 

Guilty and worthless as I am. 

It all for me was giv'n : 
And boldness through hi^ blood, I have 

To enter into heaven. 
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JESUS THE FATHER'S SALVATION. 

*' I ^rfLi* give tSiee that thou mayest be 
my salvation unto the end of the earth/' Isa. 
xlix. 6. So spake Jehovah, the Father of 
our adorable JesQfl; and Luke quotes the 
prophecy that declares " all flesh should see 
the salvation of God/' Luke, iii. 6, and ap- 
plies it to Christ ; so that Jesns is salvation, 
and lie may be called so, because all that 
was necessary in order to save is with him. 
If I reflect on my enslaved state, he has the 
price hj which alone I could be delivered; 
if I torn to my miserable condition by 
nature, as dead in trespasses and sins, he 
possesses the power requisite to quicken 
and raise me np ; if I consider my poverty 
and innumerable wants when led to dis- 
cover my real situation, he has the fulness 
which idone can supply them; and if I 
think over my unworthiness and want of 
plea and claim, he has the bountiful eye, the 
liberal heart, and the merciful disposition to 
give, and to give all freely to the vile and 
ill-deserving. He begins the work in the 
ransomed sinner's soul, carries on the 
design amidst all the opposition that can ^ 
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made to it, and completes it by his own 
wisdom and power; therefore he may be 
called salvation. He is the centre where all 
the saved meet, come to the knowledge of 
Jehovah, and find themselves happy and 
blest ; he is the path in which adl the 
heaven-bom pilgrims travel ; and the end 
at which all the saved arrive ; therefore he 
may be called salvation. Possessing him 
we have enough to live upon, and enough 
for a dying hour, however poor, persecuted, 
tried, ignorant, or afflicted upon earth ; and 
without him all beside is insufficient to 
make us happy, or lead us securely to bles- 
sedness ; therefore he is salvation. 

Yes, precious Jesus, the scheme of salva- 
tion is in thee, the work of salvation was 
wrought by thee, the blessings of salvation 
flow from thee, and the praises of all the 
saved ascend to thee ; and thou shalt be 
called my salvation, as thou art called thy 
Father's. He provided thee for sinners, 
promised thee to the ungodly, and gave 
thee to and for the unworthy; and I, 
worthless I, have received thee as heaven's 
gracious boon, to be my Saviour from sin, 
self, satan, the world, death, and hell. I 
see enough in thy person, offices, blood, 
righteousness, death, and * intercession, to 
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satisfy the most enlarged desires of my soul, 
thou art all my salvation, and, blessed be 
God, I can add, and all my desire, I have 
seen thee^ as the salvation of God, shedding 
light upon our benighted and miserable 
world; "bringing life and immoftality to 
light by the everksting Gospel ; " and rais- 
ing the poor from the dust and the beggar 
from the dunghill, to set them with the 
princes, even with the princes of thy people. 
Thou didst meet me in my perverse, rebelli- 
ous, and wicked course ; thy powerful voice 
cried " Stop," or 1 had still gone on ; the 
light of thy righteous law discovered to me 
my sins, and I saw I had been a transgressor 
from the womb, my conduct appeared bad, 
and I feared the consequences; but when 
the hidden depravity of my heart was re- 
vealed, and the fountains of the great deep 
of corruption were broken up, I died : be- 
fore, I endeavoiu^d and strove to do some- 
thing for relief, but now all was in vain, all 
was over, hope expired, self-despair seized 
me, misery preyed upon me, gloom spread 
its horrible wings over me, and despair of 
mercy looked in upon me : in this condition 
I lay at thy door like another Lazarus full 
of sores, panting for a crumb of mercy, if a 
crumb of mercy might be spared; and '^ 
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tiiifl case I was when tliou ymst pleated to 
speak pardon to my soul, peace to my con- 
science, and joy to my heart; and never, 
never can I forget the sweetness of the 
mercy, but shall often with pleasure sing — 

" Sweet was the hour I freedom felt, 
To call my Jesus mine ; 
To view his lovelv face, and melt 
In pleasures all divine.*' 

And since then all my deliverances have 
been from thee; all my revivals, restora* 
tions, quickenings, rebukes, and escapes 
from danger have originated with liiee; 
and, at thb moment, I feel as much depen- 
dent upon thee as I did at the first moment 
of my spiritual existence. Yea, so entirely 
dependent do I feel, that if I could believe 
thou wouldest ever forsake thy work, or 
neglect it, though but for an hour, I should 
despair, and give up all for lost ; but thou 
wilt perfect that which concemeth me, thy 
mercy, O Lcnrd, endureth for ever, nor wilt 
thou forsake the work of thy own hands. 

But I must remember thou art the gift of 
thy glorious beneficent Father, to woi^ess 
worms like us ; thou didst tell Nioodemus 
•—and through him thou haat told us — ^that 
" God so loved the world, that he gaye his 
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only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him might not perish but have everkist-' 
ing life/' And as the Father hath given 
thee to us, so doth the Holy Spirit, the 
sweet Comforter, give us MUi to receive 
thee, to cast our souls upon thee, and find 
salvation in thee. Thus we are indebted to 
the whole glorious Trinity, and must live 
under everlasting obligations to each of the 
divine persons. My soul! never forget 
that while Jesus is thy salvation, it was 
the Father gave Jesus to thee, and the 
blessed Spirit opened thine eyes to see him, 
quickened thy soul to desire him, and gave 
thee £aith to embrace him in his fulness, 
glory, and blessedness* Never take any- 
thing to thyself in the matter of salvation, 
for tihis were to commit the worst of sacri- 
lege ; but ever give all glory to Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Spirit. It is peculiarly 
sweet and reviving thus to view Jehovah 
the Father, whose wiadi we had most 
xeascm to dread, as the maintainer of 
the rights of Godhead, originating our 
sahration ; to see him etctive in the work, 
and declaring, by actions as well as words, 
" Fury is not in me" IVuly, God is love ; 
and all my occasional doubts and fears are 
vain* Jesus was given to prove this glorior 
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truth, and beloved John triumphantly ex- 
claims, " Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins." What 
then ! when I am tempted to doubt of my 
salvation, I will look to Jesus, and view 
him as the Father's gift to my soul, to be 
my salvation, and believe that he is that the 
Father gave him to be. The Father hath 
given me eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son : he that hath the Son hath life, and 
he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life. With David then let us sing, " In 
God is my salvation and my glory, the rock 
of my strength and my reftige is in God. " 
If I have Jesus I have salvation : if I have 
faith in his dear name, love to his gospel, 
his people, and his ways, hope in his mercy, 
and a filial fear of him,' he is nnne ; and be- 
ing mine, I may exclaim, "Behold! God is 
my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid, 
for Jah Jehovah is my strength and my 
song, he also is become my salvation ! " 

But if these lines should be read by a 
poor thoughtless sinner, I would .say. My 
poor unawakened brother or dbter, this is 
not thy blessedness ; thou hast not this 
precious Jesus as thy Saviour, thy Lord, 
and thy God ; he has never been formed in 
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thy heart . the hope of everlasting glory ; 
thou art still in the gall of bitterness and 
bonds of iniquity: but he must become 
your's if ever you are saved, for there is 
salvation in no other, there is no other 
name given under heaven or among men, 
whereby you can be saved. What a most 
miserable condition thou art now in, and 
what a dreadful doom will be thine for ever, 
if thou diest in thy present state. O think 
of endless weeping, ceaseless groaning, 
useless roaring, interminable gnashing of 
teeth ! ! ! None Can deliver you but Jesus, 
— he is able, he is willing, to save to the 
uttermost, and for evermore, all who come 
unto God by him ; and it is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
nnners, even the chief. Lord the Holy 
Ghost, may it please thee to lead the 
readers of this to Jesus, for life, peace, and 
eternal salvation. Amen. 

His arms are open to receive, 

Whoever to him flies ; 
Pardon and present peace to give, ■ 

And love that never dies. 



so 



ETERNAL LIFE IN BELIEVING. 

One of the greatest blessings Jehovah 
can confer on a poor sinner is faith in Jeaua 
Christ. When he teaches him, experiment- 
ally, his lost, ruined, and helpless condition^ 
in order that he may come to Christ as a 
poor sinner ; when he leads him froxa every 
false dependence, and directs the eye of his 
enlightened understanding to Jesus, he 
fulfils his most gracious promise, *• All thy 
children shall be taught of the Lord, and. 
great shall be the peace of thy children.". 
And this is an evidence that we are in- 
terested in all his other free grac^ promises, 
and entitled to all his spiritual and eternal 
favours. The sinner who is under divine 
teaching feels himself to be poor, wretched, 
miserable, blind, and naked ; he trembles 
at his state, dreads his deserved doom> 
and anticipates death and destruction. 
He endeavours to pray, but is confused, 
bewildered, and distressed: he turns to 
the Bible, but it appears a sealed book, 
he understands nothing but the threaten- 
inffs or requirements of the law ; he listens 
to conscience, which accuses, terrifies, and 
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condemns him ; he is visited by Satan, who 
bewilders, perplexes, and generates despair; 
he attends the word preached^ but can 
believe nothing bat the fearfnl denuncia- 
tions of wrath against the ungodly. He 
feels himself sinking into gloom, despon- 
dency, and misery ; he writes bitter things 
against himself, and concludes that he has 
no right to hope, nor warrant or ability tOi 
belieTe. He takes a retrospect of the past,, 
examines the present, glances again at the 
word« and concludes, all things are against 
him. He at length arrives at self-despair : 
he can do nothiiig, he deserves nothing, he 
can expect nothing but wrath and eternal 
woe. He has learnt an important and 
necessary lessOn ; he is taught of God ; he 
is fit for Jesus ; he is invited, encouraged, 
and comforted in every part of the Gospel. 
Rut he cannot believe this : he exclaims, '* O 
that I was but one of the Lord^s people ! O 
that I did but believe in Jesus! O that I 
could but enjoy peace with Qod I" 

He looks within for something to war- 
rant him to believe in Christ, but he can find 
nothing ; and he fears that for him to be- 
heve without something within to encour- 
age him would be wicked presumption; 
therefore he goes on doubting, and fearin? 

D 2 
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and misgiving. He groans before Qod, he 
evidently longs for life, liberty and hoMnebsri 
but he enjoys neither one nor the otiler* 
At loigth he hears proclaimed, or is led to 
to see from the word, that Christ came to 
save sinners, that he invites sinners, pro-> 
mises to receive sinners ; that no money is 
wanted, no price is affixed to Gospel bless-> 
ings, but that they are free as the ait he 
breathes, the waters of the river, or the 
rays of the sun. That his warrant to be- 
lieve in Christ is to be found in the word, 
not in his nature ; that his ability to be« 
lieve is from the Holy Spirit, which God 
has promised to give to wnosoever asketii : 
and that he is to come just as he is, witheut 
looking fOT any qualification in himself, and 
obtain eternal life. He listens to the sweet 
accents of his Lord, — " Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth ; for I 
am God, and there is none else." " Great 
God," he exclaims, "am I invited to look and 
receive salvation, just as I am ! is nothing 
necessary but a vrUling mind and a sense of 
my lost condition ! TTiis is grace, indeed, 
fevour and love divine ! Does Jesus, from 
his bleeding cross and glorious throne, in- 
vite me to come, and promise me the waters 
of life freely ? Is there no need- to loek 
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witbui foi" aaytfaing either to warrant or en* 
cxrarage me ? May I come and drink ; look, 
and live ; believe, and be saved I O adxniiB- 
ble plan ! O glorious Gospel ! O wondrous 
giacel 

No more wiU I look into myself for pre- 
requisites; no more will I conclude that 
Jesus expects something from me to entitle 
me to thie blessings of his love ; for now I 
hear him say to me, "This is the will of him 
that sent me, that every one who discemeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
eveiiasting life, and I will raise him up at 
the last day." John vi. 40. I do dbcem 
that Jesus is the Son of God; he came 
down from . heaven ; he became a sacrifice 
for ain; he aseended to heaven, and advo- 
cates every seeking sinner's cause. I see 
that his life and d^th satisfied infinite jus- 
tioe, opened a way into the holiest for sin- 
ners, and now he appears in the presence of 
God for them, able to save to the very 
uttermost. The arms of his power and the 
heart of his love bi6 open to receive every 
letoming prodigal, and he hath pledged his 
wcnrd that he will m no wi^e cast out. I see 
there is salvation in no other, there is no 
other naraa given under heaven whereby we 
can be saved, and the desire of my soul ^ 
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to bim, and tiiie remembnaice of his name. 
I do believe, I must belieye, he hftdi finished 
transgression, made an end of sin, and 
brought in everlasting ligliteonsnesa, and 
be says, — " Ask, and ye shall receive." I 
cast myself at. his feet, I venture on hia 
word, I renounce all otber ; I look only to 
him, I receive bim into my mind : as the 
object of my trust, I will rdy on no oth^" ; 
as my plea before Gk>d, I will use no other ; 
as the object of my love, I would choose 
no other. "To them who receifehim, he 
gives the privilege to become the sons of 
God i even to those who believe on his 
name." I receive Christ, I believe in him, 
eternal life is mine. Jesus says, — ^* Veifliy, 
verily, I say unto you, he tiiat bdkveth on 
me HATH everlasting life." 

The soul now looks to Christ for every- 
thing, and is about to make a Christ of 
him ; the wants he discovers and feeb, for- 
nishes him with messages to the throne; 
Jesus meets him, supplies him, and gives 
him all necessary encouragement. The 
Gospel is unfolded to' his view, and he sees 
Christ is made to him wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redeosption ; and 
that he is complete in him« This begets 
love. Jesus becomes growingly precious* 
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and is looked upon and enjoyed as all in all. 
Doubts and fears disperse as naturally as 
the smoke when it ascends from the chim- 
ney, or the darkness when the sun arlseth. 
Confidence in Christ increases, zeal for his 
giory appears* and the sinner begins to 
learn doctrine. The war&re within waxes 
hot and determined, trials without begin 
to grow more formidable, unthought of 
difficulties present themselyes, new and 
more fearful temptations are presented, and 
fidth begins to be tried. Everything at 
times appears to go wroUg, sweet commu- 
nion is suspended, and the soul seems left 
with only the bare promises of his God and 
Saviour to trust in or draw comfort from. 
He-pinee for former enjoyments, and has a 
multitude of disorderly and perplexing 
tfaou^ts within him ; but Grod is faithful, 
who will not allow him to be tempted 
above what he is able to bear, but will, 
with the temptation, make a way for his 
escape* that he may be able to bear it. He 
is now obliged to cast anchor within the 
v«il, and look at the things which he cannot 
see. The free promise, faithful assurances. 
«ad inviolable oath of Grod, now become 
the source of hifi joy, and the object of bis 
iedth ; and he looks for that blessed h 
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even the glorious appearing of tke oesat 
God his Saviour Jesus Christ. 

He finds he is obliged continually to be 
going to Jesus as he went at first, he feels 
himself as feeble, as worthless, and as vile 
as ever, and has no other warrant for his 
faith but God's most precious word. The 
conflict goes on, his trials abound, but he 
believes in Jesus, and he has eternal life. 
He is quickened by it in his soul, and often 
feels encouraged in looking forward to the 
full enjoyment of all that is contained in 
those precious words. He receives at pre« 
sent, and expects to receive at last« eternal 
life as God's free gift, conferred of richest 
grace, through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus ; embraced by simple £uth un- 
der the operation of the Holy Spirit ; .on 
the warrant of God's free invitation, and 
faithful promise ; to the praise of the glory 
of his grace. Poor desponding soul ! art 
thou looking for something mthin to entitle 
thee to eternal life, or to warrant thee to 
come to Jesus ? Thou art mistaken ; and 
darkness, doubt, and perplexity wiH be thy 
portion ; until thou art led to see that Gos- 
pel blessings are to be had without money, 
and without price ; and arUj/ 90, 
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O l>rii^ fto {nice, God's grace is free, 
For Saul, for Magdalene, for thee." 



Expect not to be sealed first and then to 
believe, for after we believe, or in believing, 
we are sealed with the Holy Spirit of pro- 
mise. Go to Christ just as thou art, ven- 
ture upon him, renounce ever3rthing but 
bim, take him for all, and look to him as 
all. Cast thy guilty -soul upon him, this 
is fiedth : and whosoever believeth hath 
everlasting life, and shall never come into 
condemnation, but is passed £rom death to 
life. John v. 24. . Thus have the. Lord's 
family been led to act in every age. ** They 
look«i unto him, and were lightened ; and 
their ^es were not ashamed." Go and do 
likewise, and their blessedness shall be your 
portion. 

Blest with the faith that works by love, 

Blest with eternal life thou art, 
Tbou hast the life of those above. 

The seed of glory in thy heart : 
For God in Christ is love to man. 

And when to the believer giveji. 
The aonl doth in itself contain, 

T)xe essence and the bliss of heaven. 
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A PLEA AND A PRAYER. 
PSALM CXIX. 10. 

** With my whole heart have I sought thee : O let 
me not wander from thy commandments." 

Thou, O Lord, art the object of my de- 
sire and search, I cannot be happy without 
thee, and yet I am living at a distance from 
thee. I remember with what earnestness, 
anxiety, and ardent longing I sought thee 
at first ; no difficulties' could deter, no 
obstacles could hinder, no enemies could 
prevent ; my soul was set upon finAiTig 
thee, and I could not rest until I had at- 
tained my object. And when I first missed 
thy presence after it had been sweetly enjoy- 
ed by me, I remember my distressed feel- 
ings, my agitated mind, my impatient long- 
ings for thy return : everything appeared 
empty, vain, and worthless ; no one, nor 
anything could satisfy or please but Jesus, 
and the light of his countenance. But now 
though' still I love thee, and cannot be 
comfortable without thee, yet I lament and 
grieve that I do not seek thee with that 
earnestness and perseveraBce I did then. 
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quicken me according to thy word. My 
whole heart at times goes out after thee, 
but I want it to be always set upon Gk)d, 
and that it should be daily, yea hourly 
offered up as a whole burnt-offering to God» 
in the flames of spiritual devotion and holy 
love. O that thou wouldest fill my heart, 
entirely fill it with thy presence, holiness, 
and love : I would not reserve any feculty 
or part, but freely and cheexfuUy surrender 
it up for so blessed a purpose. I - do feel, 

1 dure say, — 

" There's nothing here deserves my joys, 
There's nothing like my* God." 

I seek thee, gradoiis God, to give myself 
up afresh ttnto thee, and to take thee afresh 
to be mine. The more I have to do with 
the things of time, the more I weary of 
tiiem, and wish to be detached from them : 
the more I have to do with thee and spi- 
ntnal things, the more I wish to be wholly 
thine, and entirely given up to them. I 
seek tiiee to feel thy power put forth in my 
heart, bringing every thought into subjec- 
tion, and devoting me altogether to thy ser- 
vice and praise. 

Rdigion without power is a poor thins ; 
thf^ kii^dom is not .in word» but in po 
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and in the Holy Ghost. Let thy power bf^ 
put forth in my soul, let every faculty iee^ 
it, and let my life prove it by conformity to 
thy holy precepts. I seek thee to enjoys 
thy love; the doctrine of it Is sweet, but 
when thy Spirit sheds it abroad in tUe 
heart, then heaven begins. Thy love is in- 
deed better than wine, more precious thau 
the gold of Ophir. I cannot be satisfied to 
talk of thy love, I would believe it is fixed 
on me, Z would feel it within me ; I have 
felt its sweet influence in days that are past, 
and want to feel it again softening the hard- 
ness of the heart, hushing the tempest of 
the soul, regulating the discordant passionau 
and transforming me to love. I would 
dwell in love, I loathe its oppoute, but da- 
not satisfeustorily enjoy itself. I seek thee 
that I may trace the lines of thy wisdonoi 
and mercy in the glorious plan of aajvation; 
they are never traced so clearly* or beheld 
so satisfactorily, or enjoyed so sweetly, aa 
when studied in thy presence, under the 
light of thy blissful countenanoe. I desire 
to trace all the lines to their centre, and sfe 
that every part is worthy of a God; for 
when I see God's glory seciured and aug- 
mented in the salvation of jx\y soul, then it 
is that I feel most happy, satisfied, and aah•^ 
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how glorious my Jesus appears in the 
free salvation of my soul, when I can enjoy 
the sacred subject in the presence of my 
Grod ; and. Lord, thou knowest I do heart- 
ly desire to view everything in that light, 
which most honours, endears, and exalts 
my adorable and adored Saviour. O to be 
ravished with his love, closely allied to his 
person, sweetly indulged at his throne, filled 
with his Spirit, conformed to his holy wiU. 
and used to glorify his dear, dear name. 
Amen and amen. 

I seek thee to be afresh assured by thee 
that I am thine in covenant bonds, and that 
thou art mine, and mine for ever. I can 
claim l^e privilege in thy absence, but I 
only enjdy it when thou art present. At 
tames the thought seems so ponderous that 

1 cannot grasp it, my weak faith will not 
sustain it, that thou, the eternal, self-exist- 
ent, and infinitely glorious God^ art mine ; 
my God, my friend, my portion, my trea- 
sure, my defence, and my Father : O won- 
derful love ! amazing grace ! surpassing 
kindnes^ ! May I now hear thy soul-satis- 
fyittg whisper, saying, " I am thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour." At times 
I am tempted to fear I am not thine, when 
I realize my weakness, have a vivid f^'" 
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covery of my innate wickedness, and attend 
to the workings of corruption in my de- ' 
praved nature ; but I bless thee, thou bast 
said, " I will be merciful to their unrighte* 
ousness, I will make them white as snow, I 
will love them freely/' O my Grod, come 
near to me, and confirm the truth in me and 
to me, that I am thine by covenant, by re- 
demption, and by calling, and that I shall be 
thine for ever. That having begun, thou 
never wilt turn away from me from doing 
of me good : not for my sake, but for thine 
own name's sake. 

O let me not wander from thy command- 
ments ; I do love them, I long perfectly to 
obey them, but weakness, temptation, and 
sinfulness often turn my feet uway from 
them. I sometimes forget them, and at 
others neglect them when I do jiot forget 
them. O that there was such an heart in 
me, to keep all thy commandments at all 
times ! But, O forbid, that I should habi- 
tually wander from them; when I stray, 
restore ! and when restored, establish me ! 
Fasten me to the cross of Jesus, may I draw 
all my motives, strength, and purposes 
therefrom j may they be sealed on my heart 
by precious blood, and may I feel that the 
love of Christ constrains me. 
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My dear reader, have you sought the 
Lord ? have you sought him wifii your 
whole heart ? did you seek him in order to 
know, possess, and enjoy, spiritual hless- 
ings ? If so, you do earnestly and frequently 
pray, let me not wander from thy com-> 
mandments. The Lord^s presence Leads us 
to obey his commands, and in the way of 
obedience we enjoy more of his presence^ - 
In vain do we profess to seek the Lord, if 
we do not keep his word, and fear a depar- 
ture from his precepts. Jesus says, " If a: 
man love me he will keep my word, and 
my Father wiU love him, and we will come 
unto him and make our abode with him." 
Holy fear is a blessed preventative to sin, 
and wandering from the Lord's commands ; 
one of old said, ** So did not I, because of 
the fear of the Lord." " Seek the Lord and 
his strength, seek his face evermore." Seek 
him heartily, importunately, and persever- 
ingly ; so shall you find him to the joy and 
rejoicing of thy heart. 

With my whole heart' I seek thy face, 

O let me never stray 
From thy commands, O God of grace, 

Nor tread the sinner's way. 
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lent, and fihould often be perused by the 
Lord's family, yet when we turn from other 
portions of the word, and treat the same 
with neglect, do we not in a measure des- 
pise God's word ? How many there are of 
those who profess Christ, who never read 
many portions of his word ! the book of 
Psalms, the prophecy of Isaiah, the epistles 
of Paul, and some portions of the gospels, 
would be quite Bible enough for them. As 
I remember conversing with one of this sort 
once, and getting on a controverted point, 
and referring him t9 some of the epistles, 
he very gravely said, " Oh, but I never read 
these short epistles !** I wish this had been 
the only professor I had ever met with who 
treated parts of the word of God thus, but 
I have met with many, and those who pride 
themselves in the soimdness of their creed, 
and opposition to every error. My brethren, 
let us beware of despising any part of God's 
word ; let it all be read, and be read with 
seriousness, prayer, and a desire to learn 
the mind of God. *'0h, but I cannot under- 
stand many parts of it.** True ; but can- 
not the Lord the Spirit teach you ? Are you 
too ignorant, or too dull-, for him to in- 
struct ? You should pray to and for the 
Spirit, as though you could not understand 
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a sentence without his presence, light, and 
teaching; and yet search the scriptures as 
though .all depended on your industry and 
perseverance. It is surprising how much is 
to be gained by this ; for to him who hath 
shall in this way be given, and he shall have 
abundance. " But I have not time.? Then 
for shame, never let any person see you 
with any other book in your hand, or find 
you paying time-squandering visits, or en- 
gaged in fruitless conversation. How many 
are there who cannot find time to read the 
gospel by Moses, the minor prophets, or 
the books of Samuel, Kings, or Chronicles ; 
but if a friend or neighbour calls in, they 
find time to hear what he has to say, and 
perhaps to say many things themselves 
which would be much better not said ; or if 
a friend oflfers them the loan of " an inter- 
esting volume'* they can make time to read 
that, and return it with thanks. Let me 
ask you, how do you think such conduct 
appears in an angel's eye ? how must it ap- 
pear in the eye of God ? If man writes, you 
can find time to read what he says ; but as 
God has turned author, you have no time 
to read his interesting volume, at least only 
some select portions of it. Surely, if there 
is an absurdity in the worlds this is absurd - 

£ 2 
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}f angels could grieye, or devils rejoice, 
surely this is enough to provoke them. 
Jlememher, the word wiU not turn from 
you thus, if you turn from it : Jesus saith, 
"He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
word, hath one that judgeth him ; the word 
that I have spoken, shall judge him at the 
last day." 

" But after all," say some, " I cannot 
profit hy some parts, for I do not under- 
stand them ; and where is the use of read- 
ing them ?" If there be no other use, there 
VA this, — ^to learn the dulness of your un- 
derstanding, the necessity of divine teach- 
ing, and that God and his word are wiser 
than you. But if, when you took up your 
Bible, the thought ruled your mind, " This 
is the Word op God ; the whole of it pro- 
ceeded from the mind of Deity ; all of it is 
said to be profitable to the man of God, 
I cannot imderstand it of mj^^elf ; but God 
has promised his Holy Spirit, to them who 
ask him ; therefore I will ask of God to 
give me . his Spirit, not daring to think I 
can profit without, or that I shall be denied 
by my faithful God, when he has positively 
and plainly promised ; " — I say, if such sen- 
timents ruled the mind, and the Bible was 
never taken up without at least an ejacula- 



THE SCRIPTURES. ^ 

tory petition for the Spirit's Uschmg, do 
you think your Bibie reading would not be 
more profitable and sweet? Assuredly it 
would. When we think we can do with- 
out the Spirit in reading the word, or act 
as though we thought so ; or when we talk 
of the Spirit's teaching, and neglect the 
Bible by which he teaches, we offer an 
insult to him ; and it is a great mercy for 
us that he knoweth our frame, and remem- 
bereth that we are .dust. 

The word of God is the food of M^ ; 
and how can we expect our fedth to be 
strong and vigorous, unless it be constant*- 
ly fed in the pastures of truth, and be re- 
freshed by the fountains of salvation ? It is 
the basis of our hopes, and the warrant of 
our expectations ; and how can we expect 
our hopes to be stable, and oiur expecta- 
tions bright and blooming, unless we 
have much to do with God's most pre- 
cious revelation? It is the fuel that is to 
feed the fiame of our love ; and how can ytre 
think of having an ardent and lively flame, 
except it be eonstantly supplied? My br^- 
ren, let no day pass without reading some 
portion of the word of your God : read it 
orderly, if you would know all the mind of 
God ; read it seriously, if you would imbiV 
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its epirit and its sentiments ; read it prayer- 
fully, if you would be cast into it as a 
mould; read it with absolute dependence 
on the promised teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
if you would be profited, fed, and blessed ; 
read it with mentation, if you would be- 
come truly wise, for the Psalmist could say, 
(and why should not you ?) " I have more 
understanding than all my teachers, because 
I meditate in thy word." Meditation, as 
an old divine says, " is a duty which al- 
ways brings meat in its mouth :" if so, then 
the meditative Christian shall be fat and 
well-favoured : this the Psalmist antici- 
pated ; hence he says, " My soul shall be 
satisfied as with marrow and fatness ; and 
my mouth shall praise thee with jo3rful lips, 
when I remember thee upon my bed, and 
meditate on thee in the night watches.*' 
Psalm Ixiii. 5, 6. 

To conclude : let us stand reproved that 
we have so much neglected, and so often 
shghted, portions of God's holy wor^. Let 
us look at our Bibles as a precious treasure 
given us^ by our God — a mine of wealth, 
containing veins of precious ore in every 
part; and let us seek of our God light that 
we may see, ability that we may dig, wis- 
dom that we may find and claim, and pru- 



^HE SCRIPTURES. 71 

(lence that we may use our riches to the 
glory of our gracious Grod, the good of our 
connexions, and the comfort and advantage 
of our own souls. If we read and search 
our Bibles and seem to get nothing, it can- 
not be because the wells are dry, or the 
storehouse is empty; but it must be because 
our motive or our manner is wrong ; and 
above all things let us beware of coming to 
our Bibles as scholars, or as controversia- 
lists; for if we do, God only knows into 
what absurdities we may be left to run ; but 
let us come as children, to learn our Father's 
mind and will; as pilgrims, to learn our 
way to Zion's blest abode; as soldiers, to be 
armed and learn our duty ; as citizens, to 
read the charter of our rights and privi- 
leges ; as workmen, to receive orders from 
the great Householder and Lord ; and as 
poor, dependent, Ipving disciples, to be 
made ricli, happy, and holy, through the 
the knowledge of the truth. Always come 
to learB, to receive, and to carry away : for 
unless we transplant from this paradise of 
God into t^e garden of our souls, we shall 
be but little benefited. May the Lord make 
our memories the libraries of Christ, and 
fill our Bouls with love to every part of his 
word. Amen. 
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AN EXTENSIVE LAW. 

Some who profess the Lord Jesus Christ, 
at times speak in r^erence to some things, 
as though they had no rule to go by, but 
were left to their own eh<»ce : now it is 
dear that a real believe is never left to his 
own corrupt choice in anything ; there may 
be no definite precept referring to the 
subject in agitation, but there are some 
precepts of universal application, and these 
should be kept constantly in view. It is 
evident that God's new creation, who are 
appointed to show forth his praise, esdiibit 
his virtues, and bring honour to his name 
and character, should aim in all they do at 
the same end that God aims at in all he 
does. Now, the Lord has always one and 
the same grand design in view, and all his 
acts are subservient to his purpose, '*I will 
BB GLORIFIED." It WBs to this end that we 
were chosen in Christ ; predestinated to the 
adoption of children; preserved in Christ 
Jesus ; redeemed by blood from curse and 
condemnation ; called by grace to Gbd's 
kingdom and glory ; and entitled to aU the 
promises, privileges, and blessings of the 
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gospel. In all, our God designed the glori- 
fication of bimself ; and the Holy Ghost 
exhorts us to make this our end and aim in 
aU we undertake and perform. *' Whether, 
thiOTefore, ye eat» or drink, or -whatsoever 
ye do, Bo all to thk olort of God." — 
1 Cor. X. 31. 

Hiis, then, is a precept of universal ap- 
plication, and there is no circumstance into 
which we can he hrought, or difficulty with 
which we can be posed, but we shall find it 
to be of real use. He that aims at God's 
glory in all things will find but few of his un- 
dertakings miscarry ; for God has pledged 
himself to honour those who honour him, 
and to lower those in the esteem of the 
wise and holy, who practically despise him. 
He that seeks God's glory as his end will 
find the Lord taking care of his comforts 
and joys ; doubtless our comforts would be 
greater and more durable if we sought com- 
fort less, and the glory of Jehovah more. 
We only answer the eiid of our existence as 
creatures, and the design with which we 
were new created in Christ Jesus, by living 
to the glory of God. In order to this, self 
mnst be abased, the old man must be cruci- 
fied, the members must be mortified, the 
world and the things of the world must ^ 
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seen through a jost medium, and we must 
daily watch and pray. Unless we have a 
living faith exercised on Jesus and his per- 
fect work, we cannot walk at liberty in this 
perfect way : unless we have fdHowship 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ, we cannot pursue this as our one 
grand end : unless we have oiur affections 
set on things above, where Christ sitteth at 
the right hand of God, we cannot steadily 
pursue this glorious purpose. We must 
die to the world, live by the faith of the 
Son of God, walk in love, be\;lothed with 
humility, esteem others better than our- 
selves, and be inhabited by the H0I7 Spirit, 
if we perform this delightful precept. 

If this precept was constantly observed, 
how diiFerent would the church appear! 
what would become of our jealousies, envy- 
ings, strifes, divisions, and the other evils 
which now disgrace the church of Jesus ? 
They would fly like darkness before the 
rising sun ; and peace, love, and unity 
would resume their places. Then our wil- 
derness would become like Eden, and our 
deserts like the garden of the Lord. Then 
we should see in the countenance of every 
believer, notwithstanding minor differences, 
the fionile of friendship, and the glow of 
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firaternal love. Then liie prince of dark- 
ness would tremble and be dismayed, and 
all his infernal legions would be disconcert- 
ed and ashamed : the world would observe 
the glorious change, and opposition be more 
clearly manifested, or our ranks increased 
by recruits from the enemies' army. There 
is enough in this one principle, if acted out, 
to produce the most wonderful and glorious 
revolution ever witnessed by angels, dreaded 
by devils, or desired by saints. Yes, if we 
all sought the glory of our God in all 
tilings, and liie glory of God supremely ; 
self-seeking* self-pleasing^ self-admiring, 
with all their train of evils, must dTe ; and 
for once we should have to attend a happy 
funeral, where no tears would be shed, 
groans be heard, or lamentations uttered. 

Let us, th^i, pray for grace that, in 
future, we may in reference to all our un- 
dertakings ask, " Is this for the glory of 
God? Do I aim at that supremely and 
alone ? " Let us often stop, and pause, and 
inquire, ** Is what I am now doing, in the 
way 1 am doing it, calculated to bring glory 
to God ? Am I seeking the glorification of 
Jehovah, or am I seeking to please, gratify, 
or honour self ?" Solemn and important in- 
quiries I may God write them on my hep 
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and may they be ever with me, to "correct^ 
reprove, and preserve my soul! Can we 
look back on our past conduct, and remem- 
ber how we have forgotten, neglected, and 
practically despised this important precept^ 
and not feel shame, remorse, and penitence? 
Let us search and try our ways, and turn 
again to the Lord. Let us repair to the 
throne of grace, and honestly confess our 
sins ; let us look to the blood of atonement 
for pardon and peace ; and let us come 
boldly to the fulness of Jesus, that we may 
obtain grace and ability to serve God ac- 
ceptably, attending to this divine rule in aU 
things with reverence and godly fear. 

But before we quit the subject let us turn 
in upon ourselves, and examine and inquire. 
Is it my hearty desire, can I with sincerity 
declare that I would do all to the glory of 
God ? Is my eye single, have I been thrown 
into the gospel mould, and do I bear this 
impresifion upon my spirit ? These are 
solemn and important things; for if God 
has indeed created us anew, if we have re- 
ceived the Spirit of God, if we are the 
children of the living God, in whom he 
dwells and walks, his glory must be dear to 
our hearts, and must be habitually our ob- 
ject and aim. This characterised the spirit 
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of Jesus, and if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his. Let ns heware 
of deception : Satan has come down, having 
great power, strong delusions, or the energy 
of error is ahroad ; and what shall it profit 
us to make a profession, deceive saints, 
have a name*, the good word of many, and a 
good opinion of ourselves, if we lose our 
own souls ? "Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked;" where the treasure is, there is 
the heart ; where the affections are, thence 
go the desires ; as is our aim and end habi- 
tually, so are we. The Lord give us grace 
that whatsoever we do, in word or deed, we 
may do all to the glory of God. 1 Cor. vi. 
19, 20. 

To Che glory of the Lord 

How can I all things do ? 
Father, speak my som restor'd, 

Create my heart anew ; 
When thine image I retrieTe, 

United to my Saviour, I 
Shall in Jesu's Spirit live, 

And in his Spirit die. 
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A GLORIOUS FACT. 



When we look forward into futurity, it 
is no uncommon thing to be fiUed with 
anxiety, care, and painful forebodings. Our 
comforts which we now enjoy may all fade 
and die, and privations and sorrows be our 
lot ; our pleasing prospects may be all 
blasted, and all the blossoms of hope may 
perish; our trials may greatly increase, 
both in nimiber and weight ; and innume- 
rable foes and dangers beset our path. 
Many of the Lord's beloved children have 
found this to be the case; but if all this 
happen to us, the assurance that the Liord 
liveth is a sufficient set off against it. He 
not only liveth, but is the fountain of life, 
and will revive us, quicken us, and cause us 
to grow. While he lives, he loves ; his dis- 
pensations may change and vary, but his 
love remains immutably the same. Eternal 
as his nature, and firm as his throne, his 
love to his people for ever abides. Having 
loved his own which are in the world, he 
loveth them unto the end. 



it 



His love no end or measure knows, 
No change can turn its course ; 

Immutably the same it flows. 
From one eternal source." 
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While Jehovah loves^ we have a never- 
fiailing source of consolation and supply. 
What is so calculated to comfort my trou- 
bled breast, in the midst of my troubles and 
distresses, as this, "The Lord loves me; 
I am his child ; he hath made an everlasting 
covQiant with me ; he will never turn away 
fiom me from doing me good." True, I am 
tried and distressed ; " but whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth." He may lay his 
rod on the back, but he will not withhold 
the promised supply, when his troubled 
children seek. He ever says, " Come unto 
me, I will give you rest ; I will supply all 
your need according to my riches in glory 
by Jesus Christ." O what satisfaction, 
comfort, and confidence, should this pro- 
duce in our minds ! Surely we may look 
the future in the face, however frowning it 
may appear, with such an assurance as this : 
" The Lord hveth, and- will never let me 
want ; for they who seek the Lord shall not 
w^ant any good thing." 

The Lord Hveth as our Friend : he says, 
" I have not 'called you servants, but 
friends ; for whatsoever I have heard of my 
Father, I have declared unto you." Other 
friends may die, or dishonour the endearing 
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litle by fetlseness, fickleness, and deceit ; 
but, if Jesus be our Friend, we can never 
be friendless ; he will strengthen us, and 
uphold us with the right hand of his righte- 
ousness. He lives as our Saviour, to de- 
liver in every time of trouble, to give us a 
victory over every foe, and eternal blessed- 
ness at the ond of our race. He never* 
changes his name, or neglects the concerns 
of those who trust in his blood, and rely 
on his power. Art thou trusting in Jesus, 
casting thy care upon him ? Then thou 
shalt be as Mount Zion, which cannot be 
removed, but abideth for ever. He liveth 
as oiu* kind and tender Father, to listen to 
our cries, attend to our requests, and grant 
us all necessary blessings. He designs to 
make us holy in time, and happy through 
eternity. All things are directed to this 
end, and must tend to accomplish this de- 
sirable purpose. 

The Lord liveth, to fulfil all his great, 
precious, and glorious promises : they flow 
spontaneously from the fountain of his 
grace, and are all made good by his faithful 
love. They hold out every blessing to our 
view that we can possibly want in time, 
both for body and soul ; and they run for- 
ward into eternity, and assure us of a bless- 
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ed immortality. Our God is engaged to 
make them good to, and fulfil them in the 
experience of every one who pleads them at 
his throne, and places holy confidence in 
them. How can we want, if God fulfil his 
promises ? How can he do otherwise than 
fulfil them, if we plead them at his throne, 
Ibd he remains in the same mind as when 
he gave them ? But he is without variable- 
ness, or the shadow of a turn. He hves to 
confound his foes ; and (how sweet is the 
thought !) my foes are his foes, if 1 am liv- 
ing by faith in his word, and walking in his 
holy ways. Every enemy of my peace, and 
opposer of my spiritual welfare, is under 
his eye, within his reach; and will be ulti- 
mately either converted or destroyed. Fear 
not ; thy foes may be many, they may be 
po'werfiil, they may be fierce and malicious ; 
but the Lord Hveth, who can and will con- 
quer all. The Lord hveth to magnify the 
riches of his grace ; this is his deHght, to 
display his grace before, and give more 
grace to the people of his love. While he 
iivedy and is gracious, you have nothing to 
fear : while he loves you never can want. 

Keep these precious words in your remem- 
brance ; yon will find them a preservative 
against sin. The Lord hves, and notices. 
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warns, expostulates, and cautions you 
against sin. You cannot sin but in his 
presence, before his face, under his eye; 
will you thus willingly insult so kind a 
Father, pierce so loving a Saviour, grieve so 
tender a Friend, in the very face of one on 
whom you are dependent for every good, 
and from whom you are momentarily re^ 
ceiving favours ? You will find them a 
source of comfort under all yoiu: bereave- 
ments and losses: husband, wife, child, 
parent, every relative may die, but the Lord 
still liveth, under whose wings you may put 
your trust, and in whose presence you may 
forget your trials. Trade may fail, property 
may be lost, labour may be short, places 
may be scarce; but the Lord liveth, and 
can provide even in the greatest straits. 
You will find these words a sweet encour- 
agement to prayer and praise ; you are ad- 
dressing a living God, who listens to every 
word, weighs every sentence, regards every 
motion, and lets nothing escape his eye. 
You will find them a standard against 
Satan, when he comes in with his discour- 
aging temptations, and attempts to fill you 
with despondency and doubt : he may re- 
fer you to many things which are discour- 
aging, and calculated to cast you down ; 
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but the Lord liveth, ieuid therefore thy ef- 
forts, Satan, are ii^vain. The Lord Hveth as 
a fedthful, kind, and present God : he will 
never leave you for a moment, forget you 
m any place, or neglect you under any cir- 
cumstances ; thercrore love him, who lives 
to save you ; praise him, who lives to bless 
you ; bless him, who, while he lives, consi- 
ders nothing too good or too great for you 
which will really benefit you! wait upon 
him, who lives and waits to be gracious to 
you; and trust him, who lives, and will 
never disappoint or fail to help you. He 
says, *' I am he who liveth, and was dead ; 
and behold, I am alive for evermore, and 
have the keys of hell and of death." 
" They shall not be ashamed who wait for 
me. 

The saints should never be dismay'd, 
Nor sink in hopeless fear ; • 

For when they least expect his aid, 
Th« Saviour will aj^ear. 

Wait for his seasonahle aid, 

And though it tarry, wait ; 
The promise may be long delayed^ 
* But cannot come too Ute. 
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A WELCOME TO THE SABBATH. 

This is the Lord's own day, set apart for 
his glory and my good. To-day his triumphs 
•will he celebrated; his praises sung; his 
name invoked, and his Gospel proclaimed. 
To-day Jesus will be precious to his people ; 
especially to those who feel his liberating 
power, and enjoy his pardoning love. To-day 
Satan will be disconcerted, as some of his 
vassals will be made free by sovereign and 
omnipotent grace. To-day sinners will be 
humbled under a sense of sin, and angels 
will rejoice to see them retiring to pray, 
and seek pardon and salvation. But how 
awful is the consideration, to-day some will 
be hardened under the word of God, and 
the^Lord may say, " Let them alone !" 

What a multitude will be seen to-day, 
following after pleasure, vanity, and sin ; 
setting God at defiance, and treating eter- 
nity with contempt. O how mighty is the 
power of sin I how dreadful the depravity 
of the human heart ! This Lord's day is a 
short preface to eternity ; an introduction 
to better things in reference to the Lord's 
people. I would improve it to the Lord's 
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praise. I must yi order to this, remember 
Jesus ; he is the rest, or Sabbath of his 
people ; when he giveth quietness, who can 
make trouble ? When he speaks peace, who 
can disturb the soul ? I must come to him, 
for he has promised rest to the coming 
soul. I want to rest to-day from all my 
worldly cares, mental anxieties, and dis- 
quieting fears. Jesus says, " I wiU give 
you rest : " Lord, I come to thee for the 
rest thou hast promised. I must, believing 
his word, cast all my cares on Jesus; 
he careth for me, he cares for my com- 
fort, but' more for my soul's eternal wel- 
fare. He says to me to-day, **I will surely 
do thee good." Gracious Lord, fulfil thy 
word unto thy servant ; according as I 
hope in thee I must expect to receive from 
Jesus; he only only bestows on sinners 
such as I am : he can sympathise with me, 
and is pleased to say, "Ask, what I shall 
give thee." Kind and loving Lord, give a 
gratefal, humble, loving heart, that I may 
love and praise thee heartily and continu- 
ajly. L^ui me up into soul-transforming 
fellowship with thy blessed self, and let aU 
my powers lie prostrate at thy feet, inquir- 
ing. What wilt thou have me to do ? But I 
should this day anticipate tlie coming o' 
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Jesus; he may come oa <me of hi9 oiwii 
days; what more likely or more seasonable? 
Dear Lord, forbid that thy comiDg should 
take me at unawares; let me be ready, 
watching, waiting, and longing for thy 
glorious appefuing. The Lord w^ come to 
bless his saints to-day ; may I share with 
them the tokens of his loTe. He will come 
to answer prayer to-day ; may all my con- 
sistent prayers be answered, and the rest 
be pardoned. He will come to his house ; 
I hope to be there ; may I see him in his 
beauty and enjoy his presence. He will 
pome to the heart ; may he enter mine, and 
make his abode with me. Dear Lord, let 
me see thy countenance and hear thy voice, 
and delight myself in thy great goodness 
this day. 

I would look upon tins day as a short 
pause in the concerns of time, designed to 
lead my mind to the things of eternity. I 
leave the world, I am to be engaged with 
God; how solemn! I leave time, that I 
may prepare for eternity. I rest the body 
for the good of the soul. What is heaven ? 
a long Lord's day. Sweet idea to those 
who love to spend a Sabbath in the Lord's 
house, with the Lord's people, in the 
Lord's service, to the Lwd's praise ; but a 
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fiyrbidding thought to those who count 
Sabbath hours bst time, and sanctuary ser- 
Tices dull and, tiresome employments. We 
shall eternally rest in pleasurable activity ; 
and for ever enjoy the place, the company, 
the employments, and above all the mani- 
festalionfi of Jdbovah in all their endless 
variety, and inconceivable sweetness. What 
shall we be ? This holy John confesses he 
did not know. "It doUi not yet appear what 
we shall be ; but when he shall appear we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is." God will be all in all. Here 1 am 
lost, and lay down my pen,' that I may 
silently wonder, adore, and praise. O the 
riches of grace ! O the glory of eternity ! 
O the privileges bestowed on sinners ! O 
more glorious Grod, the author, fountain, 
and originator of all ; to whom be glory for 
ever. Amen. 

May i throughout this day of thine 

Be in thy Spirit, Lord, 
Spirit of humble fear divine 

Hiat trembles at thy word, 
Spirit of faith my heart to raise, 

And fix on things above, 
Spirit of sacrifice and praise, 

Of holiness and love. 
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JESUS RECEIVING SINNERS. 

The enemies of our Lord in the days of 
his flesh, laid this to his charge — ^that He 
received sinners : it was to them a matter 
of disgust, it i^ to us matter of joy. He 
received all of every description who came 
to him sensible of their state, and desiring 
mercy from him; he never turned a deaf 
ear to their cries, or refused to attend to 
their request. A weeping Mary, a dying 
robber, and a murdering Saul, found that 
Jesus receiveth sinners ; that he receives 
them as sinners, and pours upon them the 
blessings of his grace and free salvation. 
He refuses none but the rich, the self- 
righteous, and the self-sufficient ; these are 
sent empty away : but all others he receives 
graciously, loves freely, and pardons fully. 
His sweet name pelds us every' necessary 
encouragement to approach mm, " Thb 
Saviour;" and his word forbids that we 
should for one moment doubt of acceptance, 
for he has assured us with all possible so- 
lemnity, '* / will in no wise cast out," He 
never did, nor will he now refuse to listen 
to a sinner's cries, or answer a returning 
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Magdalen's prayers. He delights in mercy. 
He is ready to pardon. He waits to be 
gracious. He came into the world, and 
now sits upon his throne, that he may seek 
and save the lost. 

Jesus receives sinners with inimitable 
prudence : "he will not break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax ;" nor 
will he so much as seem to sanction sin, or 
trifle with iniquity. While he will not on 
any account refuse the sinner, he will teach 
him the true nature of sin; cause him to 
mourn over it, make him hieartily sick of it, 
and glad to turn from its fairest ways. 
The sinner whom Jesus receives has some 
such views of sin as himself, hates it and 
finds it to be as the gall of asps within him. 
Oh ! what would he not give if he could 
but be freed from sin, if it were but com- 
pletely purged out of his tabernacle, and 
removed from his soul ? Jesus receives sin- 
ners gladly, there is no reluctance on his 
part ; he says, ** Come ; " and when they 
come they meet with a kind reception. He 
may keep them waiting for a time, before 
be speaks pardon to their ^ouls, but he re- 
joices over them to do them good ; '* and 
ti^ere is joy in heaven, in the presence of 
the angels of God, over every sinner * 
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weeps at the Saviour's feet. Whoever mfqr 
be reluctant to receive a returning Magda** . 
lene, Jesus is never relu<itant ; he extends 
the arms of his mercy, and puts forth the 
sceptre of his grace, saying, ** I will pardon 
your iniquities, and remember your sins no 
more : return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee ; thou art mine/' Jesus receives sin- 
ners graciously, he looks for nothing in 
them to recommend them to his notice ; he 
prescribes nothing to entitle them to the 
blessings of his love ; but he says, " If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink." He does not say, " If you have had 
such deep convictions, if you feel dreadfully 
distressed, if you have manifested a great 
degree of penitence;" but, *• If you, poor, 
wretched, miserable sinner, thirst, that is, 
heartily desire tiie blessings of my grace 
and salvation, come unto me and dnnk: 
come, and you shall be welcome , come as 
you are, and I will not reject you." Oh no ! 
Jesus is gracious, merci^, long sufiering : 
a kind and tender Shepherd, who taketh up 
the poor straying sheep upon his shoulders, 
and calleth on all around to join in his joy. 
He receives nnners comtinuaUy ; it is his 
every day employment, thousands aie flock- 
ing to him, and he attendir to all ; not one 
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is Overlooked or neglected. He receives 
each CUB liiough it was the only one, and re- 
eehres each as c^ten as he comes. He never 
wearies of heariiig our cries, or listening to 
our prayo^ : but he is still saying, " Let 
me hear thy voice: come near unto me, 
that I may bless you: ask, and receive, 
that your joy may be full : look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth." 

The sinner whom Jesus hath received, he 
never neglects, forgets or forsakes ; he 
watches over him with a mother's eye and, 
feels for him with a i^her's bowels. He 
keeps him as the apple of his eye, and hides 
him under the shadow of his wing ; he sub- 
dues his iniquities, sanctifies his soul, and 
so makes him meet to be a partaker of the 
inhmtance of the saints in Hght. He will 
provide him with temporals, and supply him 
with spirituals^ guide him by his counsel, 
and afterwards receive him to glory. And 
though his^ trials may be great and his 
troubles numerous, he sludl find the 
Saviour's grace sufficient for him, and his 
strength made perfect in his weakness. 
Angels shall guard his person, providence 
supply his wants, mercy mark his way, and 
salvation crown his end. All things work 
together for his f^od who loveth God, an^' 
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i8 called according to his purpose. He may 
weep at the cross where he crucified his 
Lord, and feel it difficult, yea, impossible to 
forgive himself ; but he is entitled to " re- 
joice in the Lord, and glory in the God of 
his salvation." 

Sinner! is this blessednesss set before 
thee in the infallible word of God ? is it 
attainable by thee ? Yes, the veriest wretch 
that ever dishonoured God's name, or dis- 
graced human society, is welcome to Jesus 
Christ; and, coming will find pardon, ac- 
ceptance, and peace. He invites such to 
come, receives them when they approach, 
and assures them, for their encouragement, 
" that he came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance." The Lord Jesus 
LOVES siNNEBs, though he hates their sins ; 
he is emphatically the sinker's vriend. 
He never will turn away from any one 
who longs to enjoy his love, or seeks 
pardon and salvation in his name. His 
blood cleanseth from all sin : his righte- 
ousness justifies from all things : and 
through his name, whosoever believeth 
shall receive remission of sins. Poor guilty 
harlot! art thou doubting the love of 
Jesus, art thou thinking thy case is despe- 
rate, and that thy awful doom is fixed ? Oh 
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think not so, but go to Jesus ; call, as the 
poor blind man in the gospel did, Jesus 
have mercy on me; let nothing deter or 
discourage you, but go, and go again, nor 
can you go in vain. Plead with him on the 
ground of his own word : he says to you, 
to you PBBSON ALLY, " Comc now, and let 
us reason together : though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool." Tell him you are a sinner, 
guilty, wretched, lost, ruined, and undone ; 
tell him you have sinned against heaven, 
and axe unworthy of even the notice of his 
eye ; and teU him he has invited sinners, 
promised to receive sinners, •and that you 
come as such ; that you seek mercy, mercy 
in his name, for the sake of his siififerings, 
blood, and death ; — 

Tell him all diis, nor cea^e thy cry, 

Until he mercy show ; 
Thousands have found it, so have I, 

And thou shalt find it too. 

His fidthful promise cannot fail, 

His word is sure and true ; 
His blood for sinners does avail, 

And will avail for you. 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S PRESERVATIVE. 

It IB a melancholy truth, which every 
day's experience corroborates, that the seed 
of every evil still lurks in our fallen nature, 
and is ready to break out into action if an 
opportunity presents itself; and, notwith- 
stuiding the proniises made in the good 
word of GK)d, and the privileges to which 
free grace introduces us, we shall certainly 
turn aside and sow the seeds of darkness, 
distress, and desertion, without constant 
watchfulness and holy fear* GKxl has pro- 
mised to put his fear in our hearts as a pre- 
servative against apostacy, Jer. xxxii. 40 ; 
and believers in every age have found, that 
it is a choice preventative to many sins. 
When Joseph had imprisoned his brethren 
as spies, and kept them there for three 
days, he at length comes to liberate nine of 
them, and gives this as a reason, ** I pear 
God." Gen. xlii. 18. And when Nehe- 
miah speaks of the conduct of former 
governors, and opposes his own to theirs, 
the reason he assigns fen* the difi«rence is 
the same, " So did not I, because of the fear 
of God." Neh. V. 15. Holy fear is the 
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watchman upon the walls, the sentinel at 
our gates, and the crier in our streets ; its 
place is to watch against temptations, to 
guard us against heing surprised into sin, 
and to sound an ajarm when any evil ap- 
proaches; therefore the Holy Ghost by 
Solcxnon exhorts, " Be thou in the fear of 
the Lord all the day long." Prov. xxiii. 17. 
'* By the fear of the Lord men depart from 
evil." Prov. xvi. 6. " A wise man feareth 
and departeth fr<»Qii evil." Prov. xiv. 16. 

A filial fear of God springs from a spi- 
ritual knowledge of God as a Father ; from 
the love of God shed abroad in the heart. 
When we take in gospel views of Jehovah's 
covenant chaxiacter, believe his precious 
promises as inade to us in Christ Jesus, and 
enjoy his love as the foimtain of true happi- 
TUS8S, we find liberty and are at peace ; we 
love our God with ardour, and desire to 
please him in all things. Nothing appears 
so distressing as the loss of his presence or 
a sense of his love ; and the soul, like the 
spouse, is seady to give charge to every- 
thing, to be careful not to disturb or cause 
the Lord to depart. As the Lord rests in 
his love to his people, so the favoured be- 
liever desires to rest with God in the same. 
But we have often found that we have been 
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betrayed by some foe, or led away by some' 
temptation, and have lost this blessedness 
for a time ; we have seen that our depar- 
tures from the Lord have been grievous in 
his sight, and exceedingly injurious to us. 
The Holy Spirit has made use of this to 
produce self-loathing, penitence, and cau- 
tion; and a greater measure of fear has 
been experienced and exercised. The 
young Christian knows but little of com- 
mended carefulness, 2 Cor. vii. 11; or of 
that hesitation which is often felt and mani- 
fested by more advanced believers. But 
the experienced follower of Christ not only 
fears and departs from evil, on account of 
the effects which sin has on himself and his 
comforts, but also because he would not dis- 
honour his good and gracious God ; he sees 
that every act of transgression, or every de- 
parture f^om his God, dishonours the dear 
name by which he is called. It is his glory 
his happiness, his constant idm to honour it 
in all things ; but it always distresses him 
if he is the cause of its being spoken 
against, or in any way dishonoured. He de- 
sires to walk after the Lord, and imitate him 
in all his imitable excellences, that so he 
may glorify his Father which is in heaven. 
He feai's to offend God, or in any thing to 
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displeaae him ; he knows on the one hand 
that nothing will go weU if God manifest 
his displeasure ; and, on the other, that if 
his Fatiier refuses him comfort no one else 
can bestow it, however ready they may be. 
Carnal-minded professors often rush for- 
ward with but little consideration of what 
tbey are about to do, or but little concern 
whether they shall glorify God or no ; but 
the right-minded Christian fears, hesitates, 
and prays ; he examines his motives, dis- 
trasts lus own heart from a knowledge of 
its deceitfulness, waits on the Lord, 
watches the motions of Divine Providence, 
looks for intimations from heaven, and 
prays, " Teach me to do thy wUl ; for thou 
art my God ; thy Spirit is good ; lead me 
into the land of uprightness." Ps. cxliiL. 10. 
He waits, watches, hopes, fears, and begs 
that he may not be allowed to walk con- 
trary to his Grod. O ! he thinks, if I 
should proceed without the pillar and the 
cloud ; if I should be left to myself in this 
dreary desert ; if I should have my desire, 
and leanness in my soul, how distressed, 
how miserable, how wretched I should be ! 
If thy presence go not with me, suffer me 
not to proceed, or turn to the right hand or 
the left. None but a believer can tell th«^ 
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painful cogitations, distressing exercises, 
and multifarious thoughts which often agi- 
tate the Christian, under the sovereign dis- 
pensations of his God. He fears doing 
wrong ; he wishes, he longs, for an altera-f 
tion ; his flesh, his connexions, all seem tp 
say, "Proceed," but he knows not the mind 
of his God ; he fears lest he should draw fals^ 
conclusions, and proceed when the Lord 
would have him stanu still; or stand still, 
when the Lord would have him go for- 
WARn. He searches his Bible and his 
heart, and often feels at a stand ; concludes, 
and then changes his mind ; thinks he sees 
his way, then he is in a labyrinth ; takes a 
step or two, and is obliged to recede with 
sorrow, if not with shame. All this time 
fear preserves him, his patience is exercised, 
his faith is tried, his jealousy appears, and 
he is kept from the paths of the destroyer. 
By these things Christians live, and by 
these things are they kept from presump- 
tion, lukewarmness, and a worldly state. 
Isa. xxxviii. 16. Thus often the Lord pro- 
ceedeth with man, to keep him back from 
folly, and lead him into truth and peace. 
Job xxxiii. 12—33. 

Godly fear always produces and preserves 
a tender conscience, and a tender conscience 
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preserves from many follies and crimes ; when 
conscience is enlightened hy divine truth, 
and penetrated by sanctifying grace, a con- 
cern for Gk>d'8 glory, and a fear of grieving 
his Holy Spirit, are always predominant. 
Lust may work, and corruptions roar, and 
the Ghnstian may for a time be led cap- 
tive; but back he must come with heart- 
felt confession and prayer, before he can 
find peace or enjoy any of his privileges or 
mercies. A dear view of truth, a tender 
conscience, a godly fear, and a humble 
mind, are blessings of incalculable value : 
they will garrison the heart, and keep the 
mind in a holy, Christian-like, lovely frame. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
true wisdom ; the evidence of real holiness, 
and a proof that we are the Lord's. As a 
grace it flows from divine love, through the 
mediation of the Lord Jesus, and is pro- 
duced by the power and presence of the 
Holy Comforter. As a duty, it is required 
by our heavenly Father and gracious 
&mour, for the illustration and proof of 
gospel principles, for our own wel&u-e, and 
his eternal praise. It is promised as a 
grace, to be sought as a blessing, to be 
practised as a duty, and all to the glory 
of our God. My brother, hast thou the 

o2 
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fear of God ruling in thee, reigning over 
thee, and preventing thee from fiBdlmg in 
with temptation, or into sin ? If so, hless 
thy God : some of the exAreises connected 
with it may be truly painful and cross to 
thy nature, but its operations upon tkt 
mind are salutary and sanctifying. 

The men that fear the Lord 
In every state are hlest ; 
The Lord will grant whate'er they want 
Their souls shall dwell at rest 

His secrets they shall share, 
His covenant shall learn ; 
Guided hy grace, shall walk his ways, 
And heavenly truths discern. 

He pities all their griefs, 
When sinking makes them swim ; 
He dries their tears, relieves their fears, 
And bids them trust in him. 

This fear's the spirit of faith, 
A confidence that's strong ; 
An unctuous light to all that's right, 
A bar to all that's wrong* 

It gives religion life, 
To warm as well as light; 
Makes mercy Bweet, salvation greot^ 
And all God's judgments ri^t. 
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JUSTIFICATION. 

Thb glorious gospel is empliatically 
.«|yled the ministration of righteousness, 
because therein the righteousness of God 
is revealed from feith to fiedth. Man is re- 
cognised as a sinner, guilty, polluted and 
undone: Jehovah is revealed as infinitely 
gracious, and inflexibly just. The law as 
the ministration of condemnation is abro- 
gated ; and the gospel exhihits Jehovah, as 
justifying the ungodly, freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. He sent his son into the world to 
obey, to suffer, to die, and to rise again ; 
that he might be just, and yet the justifier 
of sinners who bdieve in Jesus. 

Immanuel obeyed the law perfectly in 
every point, magnified it, and made it eter- 
nally honourable; he exhausted the curse 
of Qod for his people, being made a curse 
for them ; he suffered all that infinite jus- 
tice, could inflict upon him as their Surety 
and Representative; and all he did and 
suffered for the honour of God, the satis- 
faction of divine justice, and the establish- 
ing of the law^ is reckoned to the account 
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of each end all who believe in hSm : so that 
as by the disobedience of Adam, many weve 
made amiers ; so by the obedience of Jeous 
shall many be made righteous. In the^ 
work of Christ there is infinite merit ; liiat 
work honours every perfection in Jehovah's 
nature ; and procures for all who are inter- 
ested in it, a free, full, and eternal salvation* 
It is the meritorious cause of our justifica«> 
tion ; nothing of our own must be mixed 
virith it ; it is sufficient of itself and by it- 
self. He that hath received the righteous- 
ness of Christ by faith, hath everything 
that is or can be necessary for the justifica^ 
tion of Ids person in life, at death, at the 
bar of justice, and for evermore. It is 
called the righteousness of God ; because 
God devised it, sent Jesus to work it, ac- 
cepted it, imputes it, justifi.es the sinner in 
it, and gets eternal glory by it. It is wor* 
thy of a Gk)d, suited to a sinner, and de«> 
serves our confidence, gfatitude, and daily 
admiration. Jesus was made sin for us, 
that we may be made the righteousness of 
Gkxi in him. Our sins were imputed to 
him, and he removed them, by satisfying 
divine justice for them ; the work necessary 
for our justificatioa was committed to him, 
and he performed it» and l^ him shall all 
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life ' seed of Israel be jitetified and shall 
giofry. 

Tlie Lord Jesfas Christ is presented to us 
in the gospel as a perfect Saviour, with this 
diyine assurance, " that by him all who be- 
Beve are justified fr&m all things," By one 
single act of faith, the whole Work of Christ 
is put into the (dinner's possession, and to 
him God imputeth righteousness without 
works. He who renounces himself, em- 
braces Christ as presented to him in the 
glorious gospel, and ventures his soul and 
everlasting idl upon him, is entitled to the 
work of Jesus ; • and Christ is made unto 
him wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption. It is God that justifies 
him, and who shall condemn him ? Christ 
died for him, and is even now at the right 
hand of God making intercession for him* 
He is justified by faith, and has peace 
with Grod through the Lord Jesus Christ : 
by whom also he has access into the fe,vour 
of God, wherein he stands, and rejoices in 
hope of the glory of God. He feels him- 
self a sinner, cleaves to his Saviour, wor- 
dnpa God in the Spirit, and walks in the 
pajtiis of holy obedience ; such a man hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnfttloB ; bmt is passed. from death ur 
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life. To him there is no condemnatidn, 
being in Christ Jesus; and walking not 
after the flesh but after the Spirit. His 
sins have been punished in Christ; his' 
righteousness in which he stands befoore 
God, is the consummate obedience c£ 
Christ ; and Jehovah himsdf, as the moFal 
governor of the universe, h&th. blotted out 
his sins as a cloud, and his iniquities as a 
thick cloud. The blood of Christ cleansetii 
him from ail sin, and the righteousness of 
Christ entitles him to all blessmgs. He was 
chosen in Christ, as the head of grace-; is 
accepted in Christ, as the Father's beloved ; 
is complete in Christ, as the head of afl 
principality and power ; and joins with tils 
Apostle in praying " That I may win 
Christ, and be found in him, not having 
my own righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which" is of God 
by fedth." This glorious righteousness is 
imputed to all, and put upon all who be- 
lieve in Jesus without difference : and in 
this we have boldness and access with con- 
fidence into the presence of our Grod. 

But is it ftdth alone that justifies us be- 
fore Qod ? Yes-, faith receives the whole 
work of Christ as God's free gift, called the 
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gift ol righteousness ; and sovereign grace 
places it to the account of liie soul as God 
hajB promised. " He that belieyeth shall 
be samL" We are saved by grace, 
tinrough fidth ; and that not of ourselves ; 
ifc is the gift of Ckxi; not of works lest 
any man should boast. Justification must 
eiliier be by works' a^one, or by grace (done* 
** And if by grace, then it is no more of 
works : otherwise grace is no more grace. 
But if it be of works, then it is no more 
grace, otherwise work is no more work. 
Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace; to the end the promise might be 
Bine to all the seed." The Jews followed 
after the law of righteousness, bu€ they at- 
tained not to it, because they sought it not 
by faith; but by the works of the law, for 
they stumbled at that stumbling stone. But 
the Apostle exhibits his own practice and 
that of his fellow Apostles, and says, 
" Knowing that a man is not justified by the 
works of &e law, but by the futh of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ, that we might be justified by the iiedth 
of Christ, and not by the works of the law ; 
for by the works of the law shall, no. flesh 
be justified." " For as many as are of the 
woriss of the law are.under the curse : ' 
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it is written* Cursed is erery one -th^ 
continueth not in lall things which ai^ 
written in the book of the law to do them."^ 
But that no man is justified by the law in 
the sight of Grod, it is erident : " for the 
just shall live by faith/^ Faith alone m 
that which brings justification to the sotd,^ 
and entitles us to all gospel blessings? 
We live by faith, Gral. ii. 20. Are sanc-^ 
tified by futh. Acts xv, 9 ; xxri. IS. 
Are justified by faith, Rom. iii. 28 — 80 1 
V. 1; Gal. ii. 16; iii. 24. Are children 
of God by faith, John i. 12; Gral. iii. 26. 
Have access into the favour of Grod by 
fedth, Rom. v. ii ; Bphes. iii. 12. Stand 
by feith*. Rom. xi. 20; 2 Cor. i. 24. 
Are kept by faith, 1 Pet. i. 5. Walk by 
faith, 2 Cor. v. 7. Have the promisei^ 
fulfilled to us by Mth, GaL iii. 22. 
Christ dwells in. the heart by faith, 
Ephes. iii. 17. We receive the promise 
of the Spirit through faith, Gral. iii. 14 ; 
Ephes. i. 13. Rise with Christ through 
faith. Col. ii. 12. Are made wise unto 
salvation through faith, 2 Tim, iii. 15. 
Faith saves, Luke vii. 50; xvili. 42; 
Heb. X. 39; Ephes. ii. 8; 1 Peter i. 9; 
Justifies. Acts xiii. 39. Endears Christ, 
1 Peter ii. 7. Introduces us to Test» 
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H«b. iv. 8. Deliyers from deaths Joha 
zi. 26. Entitles to ordinances, Acts viii. 
37. Delivers from carnal hunger and 
injurious thirst, John vi. 85. Preserves 
from 9hame„ Rom. ix. 33; x. 11. And 
fit>m confusion, 1 Peta ii. 6. Evidences 
a new birth, John v. 1. Overcometh the 
world, 1 John v« 5. Brings God's testi- 
mony into the soul, 1 John v. 10. In- 
troduces peace and joy into the heart, 
Rom. XV. 13. Produces at times unspeak- 
able joy, 1 Pet i. 8. And entitles to 
etenial life, John iii. 14 — 21; xx. 31. 
This faith is God's gift, Phil. i. 29. It 
is {^Mluced by divine operation. Col. ii. 
12; Luke xvii. 5 ; Acts xiv. 27 ; Ephes. 
i. 19-— 21. It distinguishes Gt>d's elect 
from the rest. Acts xiii. 48; 2 Thes. 13, 
14; Titus i. 1. And has its seat in the 
hearty ruling the whole man, Rom. x. 9; 
Gral. 5, 6 ; 2 Cor. v. 14. It is not a mere 
assent, but a vital principle, a substance, 
an evidence, Heb, xL 1 ; it transforms the 
character* devotes the person, and brings 
great glory to God. 

But does not scripture assert in one place, 
that we are justified by works ? Yes, but not 
in the sight of God; for Fbul asserts the op-> 
poaite as evideat» Gal. iii. 11 : and plainly 
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deelares tiiat a man n justtfled *% i^dfe 
without the deeds of the law* If ^ofka 
are necessary to justification, diea salvatioli 
is to some impossible. What works <{ooM 
the dying tiiief perform, and a mtdtltade ^ 
others who might be named? Besides; 
what works are necessary P how maiiy ? 
must they be perfect or imperfect? peiv 
petual or occasional? Are they to make 
atonement, or to give a title? But 1^ 
scripture doctrine of justification is simple^ 
plain and suitable ; Jesus is 1^ pei^t 
Saviour of the lost and ruined sinner^ 
faith receives him, the soul trusts him-, 
and Grod freely forgives all the trespasser 
of every one that believeth in him, 1& 
blood cleanseth from idl sins, 1 John i. 7; 
blotteth them out, zliii. 25 ; xMt. 22 ; east^ 
eth them behind Jehovah's back, Isa. 
xzxviii. 17; into the depths of liie sea, 
Micah viL 19 ; so that when they ax^ 
sought for th^ cannot be found, J^. 
1. 20. His perfect work raises the soul 
^ho believeth in him above aH chargea, 
Rom. viii. 33, 34 : and entitietii It to aU 
blessings, 1 Cor. iii. 21-^23. Hiis being 
the case, works cannot be necessary to jus- 
tification : God justfieth tibe ungodly^ who 
have none, imputeth righteousness witAumt 
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eitd ctf the law for righteousness. Rom. iv. 
8r^l6; X. 4. If works axe needlul thej 
must; be performed before justification. 
But imtil then» we are childxen of wrath 
fpnsa as others, are under the condemnation 
pf €k>d, in a state of enmity against him, 
and could any works proceeding from such 
characters entitle us to any blessing from 
lam, be acceptable to him, or necessary to 
justification before him? The righteous- 
ness of Jesus received by £Edth, justifies the 
aoul ; good works justify our faith, our sin- 
cerity, and our profession. Faith justifies 
«ia before God, works justify us before men. 
Buth are necessary, but not to fill the same 
office, or to occupy the same place. He that 
believeth should be careful to maintain 
.^good works, but he should be careful that 
.he does not make them any part of his jus- 
tifying righteousness ; if there be no good 
wprks, faith is dead, and a dead fiedth will 
never justify the sotil. By fedth alone we 
are justified ; but according to our works 
we riiaU be judged and rewarded when our 
justifying Saviour appears, 2 Cor. v. 10 ; 
Rev. xxii. 12. On this point many stum- 
ble, but the meek will he guide in judg- 
ment* the meek will he teach his way. My 
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dear reader, are you justified by fkith in 
Jesus ? Have you received him ? Does he 
dwell in your heart ? Are you satisfied to 
trust his blood, righteousness, and word 
alone ? He says, " Look unto me, and be 
ye saved." "Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved." 

No works of onn, no law fiilfill'd, 

A little gains to heaven ; 
The best obedience we can yield 

Needs still to be forgiven. 

One seamless garment is the vest 
The pardoned soul must own ; 

Received, the wedding's happy guest, 
In this { and this alone. 

'Tis for his blessed sake who died 

To yield the law its claim, 
A sinner can be justified, 

Here, only, hide his shame. 

Yes with my depth of crimson guilt, 

My weakness want and woe. 
To that rich blood on Calvary spilt 

I'll look, I'll hope, I'U go. 



Ill 



SANCTIFICATION. 

Sanctification is a subject, in reference 
to which many mistakes are made, and on 
which many of the Lord's people feel con- 
fused. Let me approach it with reverence, 
with prayer, and a desire to know and 
write the truth. Sanctification is separa- 
tion, yet every separation is not sanctifica- 
tion; a man may be separated from con- 
nections, habits, and old practices, and yet 
not be sanctified by the Spirit of our God. 
Sanctification is the work of God, it is 
wholly and altogether divine: the chosen 
family are the subjects of it, and the glory 
of Jehovah is its end. It originated in the 
loving purpose of Jehovah, which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord ; he chose 
his people in Christ to he holy and without 
blame before him in love : iram which it is 
evident that Jehovah's purposes respect the 
heirs of promise in their fallen and de- 
graded state. Their sanctification was pur- 
posed before their fall was allowed, and the 
faU being permitted rendered their sanctifi- 
cation absolutely necessary. Sanctification 
is FOUNDBD in union to Jesus, he that sane- 
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tifieth, and they who are sanctified, ore, al) 
of one ; for which cause he is not ashamed 
to call them hrethren. It is hut one family 
of which Christ is the elder brother, apd 
they the junior branches ; but one body of 
which Immanuel is the sanctifying head ; 
but one nature, for the children being par* 
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
took part of the same; and thus became 
the sanctifying leaven which leaveneth the 
whole lump. Our being identified with 
Christ secures our sanctification by Christ ; 
our oneness with Christ is the cause of ho- 
liness, flowing to us from Christ. 

Sanctification is revealed in the merci* 
ful promise of Jehovah ; he saith, *\ I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean ; from all your filthiness, and frooa 
all your idols will I cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments and do them : that ye may know- 
that I am the Lord God that doth' sanctify 
you." The promises of God are but so 
many parts of his purpose made manifest ; 
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the one is written in the secret voltime of 
his decrees, the other is printed in the open 
volume of the scriptures: in the one he 
purposes what to do, in the other he in- 
forms us ^hat he intends to do. The pro- 
mises of sanctification make it evident that 
God had determined to sanctify a people 
for himself ; and our experimental sanctifi- 
cation is the proof that we are part of that 
people of whom he had so graciously deter- 
mined. We understand the purpose by the 
promise, and realize our interest in both by 
the experience of their fulfilment in our 
hearts. What Jehovah hath promised, he 
hath assuredly purposed, and what he hath 
purposed he will certainly bring to pass. 

Sanctification is securbu by the incarna- 
tion, suretyship character, vicarious suffer- 
ing, precious blood-shedding, meritorious 
death, and victorious resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: in his prayer to his 
Father, he said, " For their sakes I sanctify 
myself, that they also might be sanctified :" 
and that he might sanctify the people with 
his own blood, he suffered without the 
gate. Thus he became sanctification to 
them, and secured their effectual calling, 
dedication to God, and separation from an 
ungodly world. His blood flowed for their 

H 
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cleansing as well aa to obtain the^ paiivloii'; 
and such is its wondrous efficacy, that when 
applied, it deanseth from all sin. The sane* 
tification of the head secures the suofiti^ 
fication of the members. The 8aiicti&- 
cation of the person is waouafiT only by 
the eternal Spirit; he sanctifies us in tfa# 
name of the Lord Jesus. The heart is the 
seat of his work ; the word is the instru* 
ment he uses ; a new nature is begotten, or 
a principle of holiness is implanted, wluch 
acts upon all the powers of the soul, asd 
wiU finally influence, direct, and oontnMd 
them entirely. *' Sanctify them through 
thy truth, thy word is truth." SanctifiCTi^ 
tion begins in regeneration, when the «oid 
is born from above, or bom of the Spirit, 
This new birth is not of blood, Aor of 
tlie wUl of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God. For " of bis own wHl 
begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of first fruits of hia 
creatures." ** Being bom again, not of cor* 
ruptible seed, but of inconruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever. And this is the word which by 
the gospel is preached unto you." The 
principle of holiness which is implanted ie 
called' the inward manj which deliighta io 
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the Isw of Ood ; the new man, whicli after 
God is created in righteousness and true 
hofiness; the seed which remaineth in a 
belicrrer, in consequence of which he can- 
not live in sin ; the grace of God, which 
teadieth him to deny ungodliness^ and 
worldly hists, and to Hve soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly in this present evil world ; 
and the hidden man of the heart, which is 
not corruptible. This divine nature i» 
communicated to the soul, which before 
was under the controul of sin and Satan ; 
and when this nature begins to put forth 
its power, assert its rights, and clidm the 
possession, a warfiire commences. The 
flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spi- 
rit against the flesh, so that we cannot do 
tile things that we would. Ghrace claims 
all the fiumlties for Jesus, sin and Satan 
endeavour still to hold them captive : grace 
brings the mind under the influence of the 
precepts of the word ; satan and sin en- 
deavour to keep the mind still in bondage, 
walking accordmg to the course of this 
world; and each at times prevails. Grace 
and corruption are distinct from the soul, 
though both dweU in it, after regeneration ; 
corruption works and grace works, and the 
elder shall serve the younger : sin is cor 

H 2 
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demned, but not yet cast outi grajp^/l^^ 
the promise of full possession, but the tiuif 
is not yet come for its complete fulfilment^ 
Thus Uie two distinct natures are possessed 
by every child of Gbd, and the distinct act^ 
ings of both are discoverable in daily expe7 
rience. The one makes the Christian crjr 
out, "O wretched man that I am, who 
shall .deliver me from the body of this 
death ? " the other enables him to exclaim^ 
" I thank God through our Lord Jesue 
Christ. So then, with the mind, I mvH 
self serve the law of God; but with ethe 
flesh the law of sin." The principle im7 
planted is perfectly holy, and perfect in it« 
parts, but not in its degrees; it increase^ 
in strength, activity, courage, and know- 
ledge; and under its actings the believer 
grows in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. H& 
becomes dead to the law, and alive untp 
God ; he ceases to serve in the oldness of 
the letter, and serves in newness of spirit. 
He speaks the truth in love, and grows up 
into Christ; 'from a babe he becomes a 
young man, and at length a father iu 
Christ. He becomes rooted and built up 
in Christ; he grows like thq palm tre^, 
and flourishes a^ a cedar in Lebcmon :. l^e 
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revives as the corn, grows as the vine, and 
his ]8cent is as the wine of Lebanon. He 
goes on from strength to strength ; receives 
grace for grace ; becomes strengthened^ 
stsLblished, and settled; overcomes the 
woiid, successfully resists satan, and is 
acknowledged as an overcomer» and called 
to the throne. 

The PATTERN by which the Holy Com- 
forter works in the sanctification of the 
Lord's people, is the spotless humanity of 
Jesus ; for we are predestinated to be con- 
formed to his image ; and when the work 
of sancdfication is complete, we shall be 
like him, and see him as he is. When the 
Christian sees Jesus through the glass of 
the Gospel, by the light of the 8pirit, he 
ardently desires to be conformed unto him, 
and to be like him ; and while he beholds 
with open face, as in a glass, the glory of 
the Lord, he "is changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, by the Spirit of 
the Lord/' The sanctification of the soul 
▲PFSABs in the conduct ; the sanctified per- 
son becomes separated from his former con- 
nections, pleasures, and pursuits; he be- 
becomes separated to Gk)d, and for his ser- 
vice. He fistens to, and obeys the word 
wfaidtsays,' '^'Gome oat frcnn among the-^ 
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and be ye separate, and I wOi reoehne yoiw 
and will be a fiither unto you* and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters saith the Lord 
Almighty." Sanctification is xviDBNoxft 
in our choice, we choose those 'things whick 
Jehovah Wommends to our notice ; does 
he say, " Behold my servant whom I up«> 
hold, mine elect in whom my soul delight* 
eth/' Jesus becomes the object of the 
sanctified sinnor's choice, and he can sa^ 
of him; 

** Compared with Christ, in all beside 
No comeliness I see ; 
The one thing needful, dearest Lord, 
Is to be one with Thee." 

The soul chooses, admires, and ardently 
pants for holiness, it desires to be all love, 
and faith, and obedience to God's holy pre- 
cepts : it loves spiritual things, has a taste 
for them, and can sweetly relish, them. 
Jesus gains the affections, and the soul in 
its best mood can say, 

" Nothing but Jeaua I esteem, 
* My soul is now sincere : 
And every thing that's dear to hhn, 
To me is also dear." 

It mourns over its short comings, wander- 
ings of soul, and distance from the Lord ; 
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Ut* laments tiiat sin is mixed with all it 
dods; and sighs for perfect holiness. It 
rgoices in the promise of purification, and 
^bves the precept that requires conformity 
to Jesus. It anticipates with pleasure and 
delight the prospect of heing perfectly free 
finom sin; and it is this makes heaven 
doubly valuable, that there will be no sin 
nor defilement there; and none but a 
Christian can tell the pleasure that is often 
found in singing these lines, 

x*< There shall we see his face, 

And never f never sin ; 
But firom the rivers of his grace, 

Drink endless pleasures in. 

Yes, and before we rise 
To that immortal state, 
The thoughts of such amazing bliss 
Should constant joys create. 

The men of grace have found 
Glory begun below ; 
Celestial fruits on earthly ground 
From faith and hope may grow 

The hill of Zion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets, 
BefoM we reach the heavenly fields. 
Or walk the golden streets." 
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THE NAME OF JESUS. 

There m a savour and sweetness in all 
the names of Immanuel, but there is somer 
thing peculiarly sweet, harmonious and 
precious in this of Jesus. It conveys to 
our minds an idea of all we want, a Saviour. 
Holy Spirit! lead me into its import* 
sweetness and glory. When Immanuel 
was coming to make his abode with us in 
our nature, the heavenly messenger inform- 
ed his reputed &ther, that his name was to 
be called Jesus, importing that he came 
into the world having a people in bia eye; a 
wtrk in his lumdsy and a principle in his 
heart. The people are called " niB pso- 
PI.S ;" he had a peculiar interest in them, 
right to them, and concern £car them. 
They were given him as a jdedge of hia 
Father's love, to be lus associates* joy, and 
delight» his crown and peculiar gk^ry* 
They were sunk in sin and wreti^edness, 
under the condemnation of the law, and 
were the datives of the prince of darkness: 
they were aheep, but lost aheep; jewels^ 
but^wela in a heap of<ipebble8 ; his bride,, 
bat in a state of adultery. He had the eye 
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of his ommacience watching them, the eye 
of his love pursuing them, and the aim of 
his omnipotence surrounding them. His 
eye was upon them when in heaven in his 
Father's hosom, and his eye was upon them 
when enclosed in Mary's womh; his eye 
efver was and ever will he on them from the 
beginning to the end of time. He is 'called 
Jksus, for his eye was upon his people, to 
save and to do tiiem good. 

" His precious name is Jesus ; why f 
Because he saves from sin ; 
Redemption's right he'll not deny, 
Immanuel's near of kin." 

When he took the name of Jesus he had. 
a work in his hand; it was a work for 
his Father, and a work for them. He had 
the law to fiiHl* justice to satisfy, sin to re- 
move, heaven to open, satan to spoil, death 
to destroy, the grave to perfume, a gospel 
to make, a people to father, ambassadors to 
appoint, and to bring down the Spirit into 
the Church, to fit and prepare it for glory. 
"Behold, the Lord God wiU come: be- 
hold bis reward is with him, and his work 
before him." This work he undertook to 
accomplish, nor did he fail, nw was he dis- 
couraged imtil it was completed. H^ 
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brought all the powera of his divi»i|]^» ¥4tH 
all ti^e adaptation of his humaiutf t» th^ 
work, and proceeded to perform it until in 
triumph he exclaimed, " It is finished.7 
How glorious did Jesus appear then, t^ 
angels and the spirits of the just maA^ 
perfect ! How glorious does Jesus aj^ei^ 
now, when by Mth we view him as haying 
conquered all, fulfilled all, and procured 
all! Precious Redeemer, my soid would 
bless thee, and I would summon all my 
powers to praise thee, for the work, the 
glorious work, thou hast accomplished in 
my nature, for thy church, for my soul I 
Truly I can say, 

** Jesus, I love thy charming name, 
'Tis music to my ear ; 
Fain would I sound it out so loud. 
That earth and heaven might hear." 

But when Immanuel assiuned the name 
'< Jssus," it is evident there was some power- 
ful principle in his heart. And whieit was 
that working principle, that brought him 
from heaven to earth, from glory into con- 
tempt, from bliss unutterable into sorrow 
inconceivable ? It was j:.ovb. Love« th^ 
ruling attribute of his nature, the promi- 
nent feature of his character^ the rule o[ 
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his Condiiet to^nurds his people, his church. 
It %rB8 love which etenuJIy existed in his 
bosom, wanned his heart, and ^ected his 
ways. Love which sat regent on the 
t^one when he accepted our persons, un- 
dertook our cause, and engaged to bring 
us to glory ; love which is not only as 
andent as eternity, but as changeless as 
the nature of Jehovah ; love which is om- 
nipotent in its working, wise in its opera- 
tions, and determined to compass its de- 
signs ; love which passeth knowledge. It 
is a foundatioa of happiness, a river of 
jdeasui^, an ocean of delight. It was this 
sacred principle that led Jesus to our world, 
conducted hun through all the stages of his 
work, and triumphed in his death over all 
its oppoeers* Never let me think that it 
was human misery merely, or the doleful 
crie^ of suffering mortals that brought 
Jesus to our world; for if these would move 
him, assuredly Tophet would be visited by 
him. It was not human misery, but divine 
love, not man's cries, but his own glory 
which brought Jehovah Jesus into suffering 
circumstances and a miserable condition. 
O the love ! the deptii of the love of 
Jesus* 
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** JjOTB Hke Jeni*8 nom^ ean metav^, ' ' ' - * 
Nor can its dimeosiona know; 
'Tis a boundless, endless river, ^ , 

And its waters freely flow ; 
Oh, ye thirsty, 
Come, and taste its Btreams below." ' 

HiB name then is Jesus, because he sees,' 
loves, and saves his people. He is the 
Saviour, the oklt one. There is no other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we can be saved ; neither is there 
salvation in any other. He is ezclusivel)r» 
•*the Saviour." He is an all-sufficieht 
Saviour, able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, sedng he ever 
liveth to make intercession for tbem. 
Reader! do you know Jesus ajs yc^or 
Saviour? Have you felt the coxistrainiiig 
power of his love, the cleansing efficacy m 
his blood, the peaceable effects of his righte- 
ousness, applied? Have you ventured on 
him ? If so, you have renounced all beside ; 
all your own works, feelings and endea- 
vours. You have left the luid, trusting^ to 
this life-boat ahne. You have said by your 
conduct, if not with your lips, " Sink or 
swim with Jesus." But if you have not re- 
nounced all for him, if you have not ventured 
on him, if you are not found relying simply 



and alone on him, Chrut thali profit you 
nothing. It must be man's work entirely, 
or Jesus Christ's alone, the two never will 
unite. As well have nothing to do with 
Christ, if not building ahne on Christ, as 
well have all t» do with works, if you have 
an^^tfl^.to do with works in the matter of 
salvation. He shall save. And now,. my 
soul, turn in upon thyself, and ask. Am 1 
looking to Jesus, venturing on Jesus, and 
trusting in Jesus alone ? Is it Christ, and 
Christ alone ? Am I seeking to be par- 
doned through him, justified in him, and 
kept by him ? If so, then am I blessed, 
blessed of the Lord who made heaven and 
eartl^v and in life I may rest assured, that 
my Gro.d will supply all my need, according 
to his riches in glory by Jesus Christ ; and 
in death I may say, by way of soliloquy, for 
my comfort : 

" Shudder not to pass the stream, 
Venture all thy care on him, 
Him, whose dying love and power 
Stni'd its tossmg, hush'd its roar. 

Saife is the expanded wave, 
Gentle as the summer's eve r 
^ov ONE object of his care 
Ever sufier'd shipwreck there." 
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THfi FAME OF JESUS. 

Yes, Jesufl is indeed famcras ; his fame is 
spread through the ranks i»f angels, the 
hosts of devils, the carnal multitade, and 
especially in his church. He is renowned 
As the Ftophet predicted, Esek. xxxiy. ^9 ; 
exalted, extolled, and is very high, Isa. lii. 
13. His love for poor sinners, and the 
grace displayed in his conduct toward 
tiiem, entitles him to everlasting honour* 
'How wondrous his kve! when nothing 
else could procure their pardon, he freely 
gave his life ; when he saw them naked, he 
kiboured to produce a garment to cover 
them; when no power hut omnipotence 
could rescue, he cheerfully stretched out 
his hand to deliver them, and matched 
them as brands from the buniing. He died 
for their redemption, rose to justify them, 
ascended to advocate thdr cause, rules 
heaven, earth, and heU for their advantage, 
and will come again to receive them to 
himself. For them he bore sin, carried 
sorrow, endured temptation, suffered pri- 
vation, languished under the wrath of God, 
combaJted satan, entered the lists with 
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death, descended into tbe gloomy caveim of 
the tomb, and rose as a mighty conqueror* 
O the lo7e» the unparalleled lore ci Jesus ! 
But he is fjeimed for his skill and genero- 
sity ; he can heal all the diseases which sin 
has introduced into the body and soul of 
man ; and aa he can heal, he does, and heals 
all those who apply to Mmfireely. He says 
to every sin-sick soul, who groans under a 
burden of sin, a guilty conscience, and ap- 
prehensions of divine wrath, " I will bring 
you health and cure; I wOl heal you of 
your wounds, and restore unto you the 
abundance of peace and truth." Jer. xxxiii. 
6. WeH do I remember when I first went 
to him, as poor, as wretched, and as dis- 
eased as any pocnr soul possibly could be ; I 
had long feared my case was hopeless ; I 
thought no one was ever in such a condi- 
tion, nor eould I possibly expect deliver- 
ance ; but I was directed to Jesus, and as- 
sured that he could heal me; at first I 
doubted his skill, and afterward I doubt- 
ed his kindness, but at last drove to ex- 
tremity, I appHed ; he seemed to refuse to 
notiee me; no answer was given to my 
cries, no reply was made to my requests ; 
but at length he turned and looked upon 
WQ, and .0 the love that beamed in hir 
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countenance, tbie majesty that shone ronnd 
his person, ^e pity that floated in his eye, 
the tenderness that appeared in his looks, 
neyer can be described. His appearance 
banished my fears, emboldened my soul, 
and put fresh life into my heart ; and my 
soul fiftiled when he spake, for his words 
conveyed pardon, healmg, peace, and bliss 
divine. I felt in myself that I was healed. 
His precious blood applied, cleansed my 
terrified conscience from guilt, proclaimed 
peace to my troubled soul, and assured me 
of acceptance with Grod: all my doubts 
vanished, the yoke of bondage was broken, 
the burden fdl from the shoulders of my 
soul, because of the anointing. Isa. x. 27. 
And now my tongue was loosed, and I 
spake plain ; and it became my deHght, 
my pleasure, my heaven, to sound forth the 
fame of Jesus ; and irom. that day to this 
have I endeavoured, in one way and an- 
other, to send poor sick sinners to him; 
and never has he refused one, nor never 
will. 

He is feuned for his condescension; he 
visits the cottage of the poor, the dungeon 
where misery pines unseen, and the dung- 
hill where a Christ-wanting soul is to be 
found. No heart is too vile, no sinner too 
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^A^$M9> no unretch too base to expect a visit 
^c^.hiiB. Say, ye children of my God, 
hafire yottnot found this to be the case ? Do 
yo« wA desire to sound abroad the honours 
qf his name* and to make his piuse glori- 
ous ? Are you not with me exclaiming ? 

** Jesus, the name to sinners dear, • 
The name to sinners given, 
It scatters all their guilty fear ; 
It turns their hell to hearen. 

H^py, if with my latest breath, 

1 may but gasp his name, 
Preach him to all, and cry in death. 

Behold, behold the Lamb." 

. The fame of Jesus is increasing and ever- 
lasting ; he is constantly raising up heralds 
to trompet forth his fame ; every vessel of 
mercy» sanctified and made meet for the 
Master's use, is a publisher of the fiune of 
Jesus ; every minister of the cross is more 
e^ecially set apart for the work. O, how 
I l(Hig for the time when every city, town, 
village, and hamlet in our ^voured land, 
shall ring with the sound of the fame of 
Jesus ! When ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand shall join to exalt him, paise him, and 
extol him in the^ugltest possible degree ! O 
y^ servants pf my God, ever direct poor sir 
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nen to this aU-healing, soul- saving, sin- 
purging, devil-confounding, mercy-mani- 
festing Saviour ! Direct them to Jesus — ^not 
to self, not to trust in duties, not to rest in 
ordinances, not to look at graces ; but to 
look to, trust in, and rest on Jesus, and on 
Jesus only; so shall you magnify your 
officer, delight the Christ-loving soul, disap* 
point satan, honour Jehovah the Father, 
please the Holy Spirit, and spread abroad 
the &me of Jesus. And you who believe 
in his name, spread abroad the savour of 
the same in every place where you come ; 
tell of the fame of Jesus, bear a personal 
testimony to his worth, skill, and kindness; 
and whenever you meet with a poor, con- 
vinced, distressed, despairing soid, speak in 
his praise ; tell how he received you, how 
he carried himself toward you, and hath 
delivered, comforted, and blessed you. Thus 
should all the heaven-bom femily aim and 
endeavour to sound his praise abroad, and 
celebrate his fame ; and iku& my soul do 
thou always, and in every place, exalt thy 
adorable Lord. 

Jesus, mv balm for every ill, 

My life in death thou art ; 
Thy lips as Hlfies pale, distiU 

The myrrh that heals my heart 
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PRAYEIt 

Rial prayer is the going forth of the 
tool to the Lord to communicate its wants, 
wishes, and requests. It is making known 
our feelings, fears, and troubles, unto our 
God* It is pleading with our King for tife, 
liberty, and blessedness ; with our Prophet 
to teach, instruct, aad make us wise ; and 
with our heavenly Father for food, sanctity, 
and peace. It is spreading our cares, 
exercises, and distresses, before a kind and 
beneficent Friend; and entreating him to 
give what he has promised, and do as he 
has said. It is committing ourselves and 
all our concerns into the hands of infinite 
wisdom and love, in the confidence of feith 
and hope. It is visiting the supreme ob- 
ject cf our love, for fellowship, enjoyment, 
and satisfeu^on. It is calling for help firom 
heaven, against sin, satan, and the world. 
It is interceding with the great I AM, for 
ourselves, our families, the church, and the 
world. It is crying for help, asking for 
favours, and seeking admittance into the 
presence of the Most High. 

Prayer is a privilege unspeakably great-— 

i2 
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a duty of the first importaace, — a fii.Tour pro- 
fitable and sweet. In prayer we confess our 
sins ; plead the promises of God ; reason 
from what the Lord hath done ; wrestle as 
for life or liberty ; supplicate with earnest- 
ness and fervour ; acknowledge the mercies 
received ; and importune for new blessings. 
Real prayer springs from a sense of want, 
a desire for grace, and a wish to glorify 
God. It is the effect of tbe joint's teach- 
ing, founded oi^ the gracious revelation Je- 
hovah hath given of himself, and strength- 
ened by the glorious promises of the gospel. 
Without the Holy Spirit we are graceless, 
and while gracelessr>--prayerle88. Without 
the perfect work of Jesus we should never 
have received the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and except the Father had been a God of 
infinite grace and zaercy. Jesus had not 
been given, nor the foundation for prayer 
laid ; — ^thus we trace up our prayers to the 
infinite grace and goodwill of the Father, 
through the atouement of the Lord Jesua, 
by the teaching and operations fd the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit teaches us our wants, 
opens the promises to the mind* leads to 
the throne of grace, funuahes with en^gy 
and argument, and enables us to plead and 
{ic»vail. 
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Spiritcud prayer does vonderls : it brings 
down Christ into the heart, opens heaven to 
the view, and fills ns with joy and peace ; it 
restrains onr enemies, chedcs onr opposers, 
and often secures us a victory ; it prevents 
evils, procures blessings, and removes fear. 
It clesors the judgment, fortifies the mind, 
and sanctifies the heart. It has defeated 
satan, controlled men, and ruled the ele^ 
ments. It has stopped a lion's mouth, 
changed the nature of fire, and made the 
sea part asunder, or become solid. It has 
procured food for the appetite, clothes for 
the back, and an habitation for the house- 
less. It has obtained promises, brought 
down blessings, and changed an Esau's 
heart. It has opened the prison doors, 
struck enemies blmd, and made ravens feed a 
prophet. It has made a dungeon delightfal, 
the rattling of chains musical, and the most 
painful death desirable. It has conquered 
kings, employed angels, and frustrated the 
designs of devils. It brought Joseph from 
the dungeon, — Israel out of Egypt, — and 
Fharoah into the Red Sea. It dis^mfitted 
Amalek, brought manna from heaven, and 
water out of a flinty rock. It nailed Sisera 
to the ground, raised up Samson to deliver 
IsmeU and made Gilead's fieeoe both we' 
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and dry.* It will make a miseralile ttnn 
liappy, set a bond-man free, and proctire a 
pardon for the guilty and condemned. It 
eases the mind, relieves the soul, and Hbe- 
rates the spirit. It engages God as onr 
ally, holds the hands of omnipotence, and 
brings orer the Captain of salvation to our 
side. It has power mth God and with mai, 
and prevails. 

But prayer is confined to this world, — 
NOW is the season for prayer; now the 
throne of grace is accessible ; now the 
intercessor stands before the throne ; now 
our God says, " Pbovb me ;" now the 
promise runs, " Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.'* In 
heaven there will be no sin to confess, no 
sorrow to pain, no enemies to oppose, no 
wants to urge, no desires unsatisfied ; there 
will be joy, peace, and praise, in perfection, 
and for ever, — ^but no prayer, ^d in hell 
all will be gloom, misery, and hopeless des- 
pair; sinners will curse themselves, their 
God, and their doom, and will look upwards, 
but there will be no prayer there. Prayer 
is now offered up in private, in public, and 
in the social circle ; in different places, un- 
der different curcumstances, but all on earth. 
In heaven they have notbdng to {Mrayibr; 
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and in hell t^ey have no ground of hope, — 
all is pain, enmity, and horror.. 

The prayers of believers are spiritual, 
fervent, and prevalent : they arise in the 
heart, carry with them the affections, and 
]^evail with God. Their prayers are often 
painful, urgent, and mingled with despond- 
ing feelings : at other times they are sweet, 
pleasant, and ascend on the wings of full 
assurance: at all times they are needful, 
profitable, and required ; and, if spiritual, 
are at all times heard, approved, and 
answered. 

Opposed to praying is complaining to 
man, murmuring against God, and indulg- 
ing in self-pity and pride. Self-dependence 
generates stupidity ; stupidity leads to the 
neglect of prayer; the neglect of prayer 
issues in hardness, doubt, and a long train 
of evils. The man who seldom prays, is 
sure to be weak in faith, and lukewarm' in 
his profession of Christ. Only men of 
prayer are found to be diligent, devoted, 
and useful members of the church; our 
public actions are greatly influenced by our 
private devotions. 

Prayer is, in the holy scriptures, com- 
pared to emptying a vessel, — " pour out 
3^ur hearts before him ;" to the cry r'* 
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child to its parent, — "then shall ye cry 
unto me ;" to the smoke of thie incense in 
the tabernacle, — " let my prayers come up 
before thee as incense :" to the lifting up of 
the hands, — " I will lift up my hands toward 
thy holy oracle;" to the holding of th« 
hands of another, — "let me alone, or un- 
hand me ;" to wrestling, — " there wrestled 
a man with him until the breaking of the 
day;*' to flying, — " I flee unto thee to hide 
me ;" to calling for help, — •' call upon me 
in the day of trouble ;" and to knocking at 
the door of mercy, — " knock, and it . shall 
be opened imto you." 

The Lord testifies his approval of prayer 
in many ways in his word. He says the 
prayei' of the upright is his delight. He 
tells his church that "her voice is sweet," 
her "lips drop as the honey-comb," and 
assures her that he " will hear her cry and 
will save her." * 

Do we believe that prayer is powerful, 
profitable, and pleasant to Qod ? What say 
our closets ? Do we come to prayer as the 
hungry man to his food, as the miser to 
count over his gold, or as the bride for 
fellowship with her bdoved bridegroom.^ 
Or have we neglected this privilege, lightly 
esteemed this duty, and thus grieved and 
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vexed the Holy Spirit ? Beloved let us 
attend to his intimations ; stir up ourselves 
to take hold^n God ; and plead in prayer, 
for ourselves, our feunilies, and our 
churches, until we prevail. Our God 
hearetii prayer, — defights in prayer, — ^will 
answer prayer. Let us ask for great 
things in the name of Jesus, and expect 
what we adc hecause he is faithful who 
hath promised. May the Lord pour out a 
spirit of earnest, importunate, believing 
prayer, upon his church, and upon every 
one who reads these lines. Amen. 

Prayer is the breath of God in man, 

Ketuming whence it came ; 
Love is the sacred fire within, 

And prayer the rising flame. 

The prayers and praises of the saints. 

Like precious odours sweet, 
Ascend and spread a rich perftmie 

Around the mercy>seat 

When Ood inclines the heart to pray. 

He hath an ear to hear ; 
To him there's music in a groan, 

And beauty in a tear. 

The humble suppliant cannot fail 

To have his wants supplied, 
Since He for sinners intercedes, 

MTho once for sinners died. 
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PRAISE. 

Jkub praise includea-^-a grateful ae- 
koowledgment of mercies, — glorifying God 
for his goodness, — and a celebrating the 
excellencies of Jehovah with thankfulness. 
In praise we confess ourselves unworthy, 
indebted, and laid under great obligation 
for kindness manifested ; we adore the au- 
thor, acknowledge that we received the 
favour, and give thanks with gratitude for 
the same. Our relation to God as creatures, 
calls for praise ; as sinful creatures, spared 
protected, and supplied, more ; as new 
creatures, ransomed by the blood of Jesus, 
still more ; but as new creatures, adopted 
into Gk>d's family, indulged with commu- 
nion with Himself, blessed with all spiritual 
blessings, appointed to reign with him, and 
everlastingly enjoy him, most of all. Yet 
so hard, so blmd, so ungrateful, are our 
hearts, that unless the Holy Spirit works in 
us, and produces gratitude, yre praise not. 
We forget, we neglect, we want the fire 
necessary to offer up such a sacrifice. A 
sense of our desert, a discovery of our 
Father's love, the enjoyment of the 
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SavioWs presence, the reception of some 
unexpected blessing, or the secret opera- 
tions, of the blessed Comforter, will set us 
praising ; but without these we are gene- 
rally doll, cold and negligent. Praising 
Qod elevates the soul, softens the spirit, 
and makes the frame of the mind heayenly ; 
it produces a sacred satisfaction, imparts 
indescribable pleasure, and is a preventative 
to many evils. It brings us near dto the 
Lord, divorces the spirit from the world, 
and leads up the affections to things above. 
Praise is commenced on earth, but will 
appear in fall perfection in heaven. It well 
becomes the christian in his present state 
of existence ; when he considers his obliga- 
tions, he sees that he had need have begun 
praising when he began breathing; and have 
continued doing so ever since. But though 
it becomes us below, and is commenced on 
earth, yet heaven is more particularly the 
place of praise ; this is one of the principal 
employments of the spirits of the just men 
made perfect. Here we find many things 
to hinder, interrupt, or prevent us ; but 
there all is calculated to assist us in the 
delightful employment, — ^there sin is com- 
pletely and for ever purged avmy, satan is 
absent, tiie wor^d is left behind, the bod^ 
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MB end deatb no longer dogs q», lingrate- 
fill principleB are for ever eradicated from 
our natures ; and the songs of angels, the 
presence of God, and immortal life, will 
meite and impel us. The beauty of the 
place, the excellency' of ike oompa^, the 
happiness that abouiids, will all conspire to 
constrain us to praise the holy Thexb in 
Onb for ever. 

The^praises of a christian should be «pt- 
riiual ; a natural man maj^ make a natmral 
acknowledgement* but a Spiritual man taust 
offer a spi^tual sacrifice. This was a part 
of the design of God in our regeneration* 
as it is written, "This people hare I 
formed for myself, they shaU shew forth 
my praise." This is the design of God in 
our ddiverance from guilt, bondage, and 
slavish fears; then Jesus gives "the gar-- 
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." 
This id the command of God, " Praise the 
Lord, all ye Gentiles ; and laud him all ye 
people." Our praises should be Uvely and 
vigcrtms ; not dull and sleepy. How often 
may the Lord say in reference to our praises, 
" Wouldst thou offer this unto thy King?" 
God's mercies come to us fijring, but our 
praises scarcely creep. How very unbecom- 
ing are dull, sleepy, heavy pFaises ; if such 
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exercises may be called praises at all. Our 
praiaes should be free-will offerings : " not 
by constraint, but willingly, of a ready 
mind/' — ^is a good rule respecting praiae. 
A forced sacrifice is not acceptable to Gk>d ; 
every man must voluntarily bring bis offer- 
ing, lay his hand upon it, and so deliver it 
imto ih» Fbibst. My soul, seek grace 
firom thy God, that thou mayest " offer the 
aacrifice of praise continually, which is the 
fruit of the lips, giving thanks to his 
name !" Our praises should be with delight; 
not only the understanding and the will 
should be engaged, but the affections alao. 
The heart is the censer, grace is the in- 
oepse, joy is the ^e, and praise is the flame 
jthat ascends to o^r God. The heart is the 
lao^p, grace is the oil, joy is the wick, and 
praise is the light which the real christaan 
gives ; and while he bums, to God's glory 
he sings, " Thus will I bless thee while I 
live, and praise thy name for ever and 
ever." Praise must be sincere, — ^lip labour 
can never be accepted. The heart must be 
affected with a sense of God's mercies, our 
own desert, and the love manifested in 
thoae mercies, before we can truly, sincerely, 
and gratefully praise God. Our praises 
^uld be humble, — the head should be h''^ 
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den while the praise is ascending. It is 
not the honest tradesman paying his debts, 
but the poor beggar returning thanks for 
undeserved kindness. Humility generates 
praise ; and praise increases huinility. The 
humble christian will be thankful, and the 
thankful christian will never want. The 
believer who is much in praise will increase 
with all the increase of God : he will be 
strong in the Lord» and in the power of his 
might. God calls for praises, the Spirit 
teaches thankfulness, and our adorable 
Saviour loves to present our grateful ac- 
knowledgements. Our praises should be 
constant, — ^this is one of " the things of the 
Spirit" which we should "mind:" Rom. 
viii. 5. When is it that we have no reason 
to praise ? Wben can we say, " I have no- 
thing to praise for ? " It is in God that we 
live, move, and have our being. 

" To Him every mercy we owe 
Above what the fiends have in helL" 

Our life, our health, our breath, our free- 
dom from pain, our clothing, our home, our 
friends, our relations, our food, our civil 
and religious privileges, the light we enjoy, 
and ten thousand otiber mercies combine to 
call for constant praises. Therefore, ssid 



PRAISB. 148 

the apostle, " In everything give thanks." 
But if from temporals we turn our eye to 
spirituals, and think of eternal love, — ^re- 
demption by precious blood, — regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit, — ^liberty through the 
gospel, — joy and peace in believing, — ^pro- 
mises to comfort, — invitations to draw, — 
doctrines to support, — ^warnings to caution, 
—exhortations to quicken, — and the sweet 
experience of God's presence in the heart ; 
then indeed, we see cause to say, " O Lord, 
I will praise thee ; I will exalt thee ; I will 
extol tiiee, my God, O King, and praise 
thy name for ever and ever." 

But in order to praise aright we need 
grace from God to influence, direct and 
sanctify our service. Praise is compared to 
a sacrifice ; — " Let us offer the saCTifice of 
praise to God continually :" Heb. xiii. 15. 
To a garment which should appear on us 
continually, Isa. Ixi. 3. To the springing 
up of a plant from the nourishment received 
bespeaking the fruitfulness of the sofl in 
whicb it grows, Isa. Ixi. 1 1 . 

It is the opposite to ingratitude, careless- 
ness, and hardness of heart : it is contrary 
to jHride, self-sufficiency, and self-import- 
ance : it is opposed to murmuring, discon- 
tent, and self complacency. 
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Respecting praise Ood says, *'He that 
offeretb praise glorifieth me," Psalm 1. 23. 
" One generation shall praise his works 
unto another, and declare his mighty acts:" 
Psalm cxlv. 4. "From the rising of the 
sun, unto the going down of the same, the 
Lord's name is to be praised :" Psahn cxiii. 3. 

And now, reader, may we not well cry 
unto the Lord that he would discover to us 
more clearly the nature, importance, and 
excdlence of this duty ; that he would give 
us to taste the sweetness of it, and abound 
in the exercise of it more and more. Ought 
we not to lament that we have thought so 
little of what God thinks so much; and 
mourn over our backwardness to praise and 
magnify his glorious name. O ! for more 
heavenly-mindedness, more gratitude of 
heart ; and may the Lord open our mouths, 
that our lips may show forth his praise I 
We have not rendered again according to 
that which the Lord hath done for us, we 
have been unmindful of his favours, and our 
memories have been the grave-yards of his 
mercies. The Lord pardon his servants in 
this thing, and give us true repentance and 
his Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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THE CHILDREN OF GOD. 

It 18 the hcmoiir and hi^ipiness of some 
to be thus related to the Lord: "bom again 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorrupti- 
ble* which Hveth and abideth for ever." 
Hie Holy Spirit quickens them to feel their 
malady and misery, and enlightens them to 
see their danger and desert : he leads them 
to confess their sin, cry for mercy, plead 
for pardon, and loathe themselves. They 
lock, unto the Lord, as directed in his holy 
word : t^ey wait upon him, as encouraged 
by his fedthfol servants ; and, at length, 
they receive the Holy Ghost as a Spirit of 
adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, Father. 
They discover their interest in his love, 
their title to his promises, their right 
to the provision he has made for his 
fynalj ; and they love him, revere him, 
adore him, and obey him. His word be- 
GOOBes the man of their counsel, his 
throne their beloved resort, his people their 
chosen companions, and his ordinances 
tfacsir ddight. The things of time lose 
their channs, and the things of eternity 
become all-impurtant. They become dead 
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to the world, aad alive unto God ; tiiey 
live by faith, follow on to know the Lord, 
and walk in the foot-steps of the flock. 
Sin they hate, holiness they love. A con- 
flict between the flesh and the Spirit they 
feel, and are often distressed by the har - 
ness, carelessness, and indiflerence of their 
minds. They want to be all light, all love, 
all joy, and all obedience. The Lord's 
children are not what thev wish to be, but 
they cannot be what they used to be. Sin 
plagues them, satan distresses them, the 
world tries them, and at times the Lord 
hides his fieice from them. Love makes 
them imeasy when at a distance from the 
Lord, and an enlightened, sanctified con- 
science condemns them when they indulge 
any sin. They admire and wonder at Je- 
hovah's love, depend upon free grace, rest 
upon the atonement, walk by Bible 
rules, and surrender themselves entirely to 
God. Christ is the object of their faith, 
the subject of their meditation, and liie 
source of their happiness. They are jealous 
of the Lord's glory, zealous for the exten- 
sion of his cause, and devoted to his fear, 
riiey distrust themselves, and trust alone 
in the Lord. They want to be always near 
him, to find him in every ordinance, and 
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enjoy him in every spiritual exercise. Jesus 
is the light of their eyes, the joy of their 
hearts, and the rock of their hope. 

They are distinct from the world, though 
living in the world. Unknown and yet 
well known. Hidden from men in general* 
who know them not ; but manifest to God, 
who loves them, visits them, and rejoices 
over them. They are often deeply afflicted, ' 
but never for a moment neglected ; sorely 
tempted, but safely protected. Every thing 
at times seems against them, but all is in 
reality for them, and must work their good. 
Deity watches over them, angels minister to 
them, devils tremble before them, and heaven 
is waiting to receive them. The fulness of 
Christ is intended to supply them, a special 
providence is over them, and all things are 
given to them. Things present and tibings^ 
to come pre theirs. Every attribute in the 
divine nature, every letter in Jehovah's 
name, and every promise in God's book, 
stand engaged to make them blest. Their 
names are in the book of life, their persons 
are in the Redeemer's hands, and their life 
is hid with Christ in God. Thev are heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The Lord now invites them to the thrr 

K 2 
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of grace, and promises to raise them to the 
throne of glorf. Death for them is nn- 
stung, and is changed into a friend; the 
grave is perfumed, and called a bed of rest ; 
and Jesus has pledged himself to come and 
receive them unto himself. Christ and 
they are in union, they are members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones. Im- 
mortality is their portion, and eternity the 
duration of their happiness. They live for 
Jesus on earth, who lives for them in 
heaven ; they represent him below, he re- 
presents them above. They wear his name, 
his righteousness, and his honours: they 
possess his .nature, his Spirit, and his like- 
ness. Identified with him, they will be 
glorified together. 

Jesus is their present and unchangeaMe 
£riend ; his pity and power secure them at 
all times. Pity reigns in his heart, and 
employs his power to protect, preserve, and 
keep tiiem. He will not fail them nor for- 
sake, — all his goodness shall pass before 
them, he giveth his glory to than, and will 
be eternally glorified in them. Happy are 
the people who are in such a case, yea» 
blessed are the people who are the children 
of God. They are safe now, they shall be 
happy for ever. It becomes them to be 
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humble, for grace alone distiiigiiished them 
thus ; to be grateful, for many as good as 
they are left ; to be dutiful, for their obli- 
gations are in€mte ; and to seek in all 
things the liord's glory, Tirho has thus se- 
cured their salvation and endless happiness. 
But there is another £Banily,.the children 
of the devil. To one or the other of these 
we must belong. Satan's children possess 
his spirit, imitate his conduct, walk by his 
rules, and are led by him at his will. He 
dwells in them, rules over them, deceives 
imd deludes them, and will eternally tor- 
ment them. This is the emphasis of 
wretchedness, and the source pf misery 
and distress. Ask, to which do I belong ? 
Whose image do I bear ? Whose spirit do 
I breathe ? Whose conduct do I imitate ? 

Send fortji the Spirit of thy Son, 
O God into my panting heart. 

That goYem'd by thy love alone, 
From thee I never may depart, 

Bnt following my celestial Guide, 

Be numbered with the glorified. 
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PLEASING GOD. 

I find Paul exhorting and beseeching his 
Thessalonians by the Lord Jesus, so to 
walk as to please God, and to abound 
therein more and more. 1 Hiess. iv. 1. 
My mind is struck with the idea. I ask. Is 
it possible for a sinner to do anything that 
will please God ? The reply is. No, not 
considered simply as a sinner; for they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God. But if 
the sinner has received ChristV' if he is a 
believer in Christ for wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption; if he has 
put on Christ, and realized acceptance in 
the beloved ; then he can please God. 
Being sanctified by the Holy Ghost; having 
his heart sprinkled from an evil conscience ; 
looking to Jesus alone for peace, accept- 
ance, and salvation : he can now glorify God 
in his body and spirit, which are God's. O 
delightful idea, to please God! that God 
whom I had offended, whose law cursed me, 
whose justice once condemned me, whose 
wrath was once feared by me ; to please 
him, and for him to take pleasure in me 
and mine, is truly delightful. Yes, for this 
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purpose he redeemed me by the blood of 
his Son, taught me by his gracious Spirit, 
and led me into liberty and peace : that I 
might please him, he called me his child, 
gave me the Spirit of adoption, and blessed 
me with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ. And I do find that when 
grace is in exercise in my soul, nothing ap- 
pears more desirable, nothing more sweet 
and pleasant, than having the opportunity 
and ability to please God. 

Grod is pleased with the secret, heait- 
felt, fervent prayers of his people : the eye 
of divine compassion lingers with delight 
over the closet, the bam, or the chamber, 
where the christian enters to pour out his 
soul before Grod. The secrecy honours his 
divine omniscience, the silence his omni- 
presence, the emptiness his mercy, the 
sense of unworthiness his grace, the plea 
his justice, the confidence his faithfulness, 
and the act as a whole, his paternal cha- 
racter and infinite love. The empty- 
banded, Jesus pleading, resolute petitioner 
at God's throne pleases him; no angel's 
harp yields such music, or ministers such 
delight. So also the feeble praises we 
present, he has condescended to assure us 
they glorify him ; he comes and makes » 
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home of them he u so well pleased Nfklh. 
them; hence the Psalmist addresses him, 
" O thou that mhahitest the praises of 
Israel." As the shechinah ot^ the Mercy 
seat was enveloped in the smoke of the 
burning inoaose, so our Gk)d loves to be 
surrounded with the heartfelt praises of his 
people. O let us call upon him often, and 
praise him always, for tho^eby we please 
him. We are mistaken if we think prayer 
is only for ourselves, or that praise meets 
no return; prayer and praise please our 
God, and bring down blessings on our 
souls. Holy consistant walking in the 
world, in the family* and the church of 
Gbd, is well pleasing in his sight: when 
the christian is clothed vrith humility, or^ 
namented with a meek and quiet spirit, 
filled with feith in Christ and his word, 
with love to Gbd, his people, and poor sin- 
ners, and aims at the glory of GK)d and the 
good of souls in all it undertakes, it pleases 
God ; and this should be our ardent desire 
and constant aim. There is nothing which 
Jesus hath commaaded his disciples, b«t it 
is pleasing to God, wh^i attended to in a 
loving spirit, from gospel motives, and with 
a laudaUe design. In baptism the bdiever 
pleases God ; he comes forth and prcxfeaaea 
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Mate the world and tibe churdi t^t he k 
building on Christ alone for salvation : that 
he has renounced self, the world, and the 
service of sin ; that Christ is his all in all ; 
that he desires to honour him as his priest, 
by relying on his perfect atonement ; as his 
prophet, by leceiving his mstructions, and 
approving his command; as his king, by 
walking in his ways and observing all his 
statutes. He professes he looks to Jesus 
alone fcnr salvation, and yet holds himself 
under grateful obligation to obey. So also 
in the supper of the Lord, he meets the 
holy fetmily at his Lord's command, in order 
to observe his precept and do his will ; he 
there looks to Jesus, raociembers the garden 
where he agonised and sweat blood, and 
the cross where he languished and died. 
He blesses the Father §ar his gift, Jesus for 
his condescending love and vicarious suffer- 
ings, and the Holy Comforter for the reve- 
lation of the facts in the word and to the 
heart. So in all the christian does he may 
please Qod ; in his meditations, plans, pur- 
poses^ and actions; and in all he i^ould 
«tudy how he may please the Lord. 

When the believer aims at pleadng Ood, 
he is most likely to be pleased with God. 
It is aa awful fact, but a fact it is, tiiat *^ ~ 
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Lord's own femily are often displeased with 
him in his dealings with them. Perhaps 
there is no one person with whom we are 
so often offended as the Lord. He has 
managed the world for nearly 6000 years, 
and yet his people often feel, and talk as 
though it was hut badly managed; the 
dispensations of his providence in every age, 
have produced and secured the welfeire of 
all his saints, and yet they often complain 
as though all things were against them. 
We often find believers whom God has in 
mercy bereaved, or stripped of their idols, 
making it manifest that they find it very 
hard to forgive the Lord for what he lias 
done. The Lord's ways never so well please 
us as when we aim in all things to please 
him. Jesus pleased him always and in all 
things, and he was pleased with his Father, 
kept his commandments and abode in his 
love, though his lot was the hardest tliat 
was ever endured. When we seek to please 
God in all things, we are most likely to 
please ourselves ; we often find this a 
difilcult matter, and so sure as we aim at it 
we shall miss the mark. We are not 
pleased with our prayers, our praises, our 
graces, our lot, or anything we do ; and it 
is generally going ill witii us, if we are. 
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But if we sought simply to please God 
more, we should look at self and our own 
things less ; we should mourn over failings, 
grieve at short comings, and seek grace, 
that we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear. A true Christian 
never can please or satisfy himself, but as 
he pleases Gt)d. If we sought only to 
please God, we should doubtless please 
God's spiritual people more. How often 
do we grieve, vex, and displease members of 
the heaven-bom family ; and why ? Very 
frequently it is because we are so unlovely 
in our tempers, ways, and deportment ; so 
litde like Jesus, so much like the world. 
But if pleasing God was our constant object 
we should be much with God, and be often 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, and become changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. Like Moses coming from the 
mount, our faces would shine ; or like Paul 
coming from the third heaven, we should, 
in the same sense as he did, please all men 
in all things. 1 Cor. x. 32, 33. Never are 
the Lord's right-minded saints so pleased 
with other saints, as when they discover by 
their spirits, actions, and aim, that they are 
endeavouring to please God : and we mu^* 
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Bot forget that it is written. When a iiuiii'« 
ways please the Lord, he maketh eveu hia 
enemies to be at peaoe with him^ Prov. xvi* 
7. When we aim in all things to please 
Grod, we shall be able to make allowance 
for tlie feebleness and infirmities of others. 
We shaU be less severe in our censures, 
more charitable in our spirits, and more 
condescending in our manner. The bitter- 
ness and uncharitableness of spirit in Chris* 
tians often originates in mistaken views, 
supposed superiority, and aiming at a wrong 
end : if we only sought to please GkxC 
there must be more love, forbearance, and 
compassion among us. 

Well, Paul beseeches us by the Lord 
Jesus to walk so as to please God. and 
abound therein more and more. As if he 
had said. If you have any love for that 
Jesus who laid aside his glory, assumed 
your nature, suffered your desert, obtained 
your release at the expense of bitter privai- 
tions, dreadful agonies, and inconceivable 
sufferings, and who now pleads your cause 
at the right hand of the Father — ^then so 
walk as to please God. If you have any 
reverence for his authority whom the Father 
bath highly exalted, and to whom is given 
a name above every name, who rules over 
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heaveh, earth, and hell, and' seeks your 
wel&re in all — ^then so walk as to please 
God. If you have any concern for his 
glory Who took so deep an interest in your 
eternal welfare, that he considered no suf- 
ferings too great, no shame too much, no 
burden too heavy to be endured, or borne for 
your relief — ^then walk so as to please God. 
If there is any savour in his name, any 
power in his love, any respect for his word, 
any desire for his approbation — ^then walk 
so as to please God. You have the rule in 
his word to direct you ; you have the mo- 
tive in his love to influence you ; you have 
the encouragement in his promise to incite 
you; you have the happiness that flows 
mm his gracious presence and snule to 
alhire you — O then walk worthy of the 
Loi^ unto aU pleasing, abounding in every 
good work. 

Can we consider this subject without 
feeling reproved ? Can we look back upon 
our lives without grief and regret ? Can we 
look from the subject to the cross or the 
throne without ardent desire and earnest 
prayer, that our God would pour upon us 
such a measure of his grace, and so much 
of his Spirit, as shall not only enable, but 
constndn us to walk so as to please God ^ 
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Surely not, if we are under divine teaching, 
or are partakers of the grace of God. 
Never let us expect permanent peace, holy 
joy, or solid and lasting satisfaction, unless 
hrought to walk, habitually to walk, so as to 
please God. And let us remember that for 
this purpose we were chosen in Christ, put 
among the children, redeemed by the in- 
valuable blood of the Lamb, blessed with 
the Gospel, visited by the Spirit, and are 
continued in the world. And let us also 
bear in mind that the Lord is not pleased 
with anything of ours because there is any 
inherent excellence in it, or because it adds 
an)rthing to him ; this cannot be the case : 
but as the parent is pleased with the acts of 
of the child, because he is a child, and an 
object of complacency and love ; and' 
because what he does springs from love, is 
done because commanded, and with a desire 
to please : so our heavenly Father is pleased 
with the imperfect actings of his children 
when they aim at his glory, out of love to 
him as their God, and because he has com- 
manded them so to act in his holy word. 
He views their persons in Christ, and 
accepts and testifies his approbation of their 
actions, as they come up before him per- 
fumed with the incense of the dear Re- 
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deemer's merits. My brethren in the Lord, 
may we be enabled constantly to aim at 
pleasing God in all we do, and never consi- 
der that we have aimed at this sufficiently, 
but seek to abound therein more and more. 
Amen. 

Believing souls, who Jesus know, 

If ris'n with Him indeed ye are, 
Superior to the joys below, 

His resurrection's power declare, 
Your faith by Jioly tempers prove, 

By actions shew your sins forgiven. 
And seek the glorious things above. 

And follow Christ your Head to heaven. 

There your exalted Saviour see 

Seated at God's right hand again, 
In all his Father's majesty, 

In everlasting pomp to reign : 
To him continually aspire, 

Contending for your native place, 
And emulate the angel-quire, 

And only live to love and praise. 
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THE CHURCH'S DUTY, AND ITS 
GLORIOUS RESULTS. 

"As soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth 
her children." — Isaiah Ixvi. 8. 

It is deeply affecting to a spiritaal mind, 
to witness the indifference manifested by 
many professors of religion, and members 
of churches, in reference to the conversion 
of sinners ; they seem to take it for granted 
that they have nothing to do with it, that, 
according to the old Antinomian proverb, 
** God will have his own," and they need 
not trouble themselves with the matter. 
But, is there a solitary professor who is jus- 
justified in speaking, or feeling, or acting 
thus? There is not. There cannot be. 
Every Christian should let his light so shine 
as to attract, instruct, and draw souls to 
Jesus: he should hold forth the word of 
life, and endeavour by all means to save 
some, 1 Cor. ix. 22. Means are to be used 
in faith, for the means and the blessing are 
connected ; " they who sow in tears shall 
reap in joy ; " and '* in due season we shall 
reap if we faint not." In the passage at 
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the head of this paper it is declared, "That 
as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth 
her children." Let us. 

First, look at what is intended by Zion's 
travail. Zion is the church of God. ** We 
are come to mount Zion," &c. Heb. xii. 22, 
24. Her travail is for souls. Jesus tra- 
vailed for their redemption by price, and 
the church is to travail for their quickening 
and deliverance by power. Paul travailed 
in birth for the Galatians, until Christ was 
formed in them. Qsl, iv. 19. To travail is 
to agonize for their salvation ; and when a 
church of Christ travails for the conversion 
of sinners, success is certain. But what is 
necessary in order to a person, or rather a 
people travailing for souls ? 

1 . A vivid sense of the value and danger 
of souls. We must realize that every soid 
is of more value than a world. The value 
of the soul must be kept before the mind's 
eye, and must lay as a burden on the heart. 
And, realizing the value of an immortal 
soul, we must realize its danger; that it 
hangs over the ever-burning lake by the 
brittle thread of life ; that an accident, a 
fit, or a stroke, may in a moment plunge it 
into irremediable woe ; that this is just the 
state of our children, relatives, aeigbb(H]x» 
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and fellow-hearers in the house of Grod, 
who are in an unconverted state. Beloved, 
have you this vivid sense of the value and 
danger of the souls surroiuiding you; do 
you look upon your relatives and neigli- 
hours thus ? Or, can you look upon them 
with indifference and unconcern ? If you 
realized their danger, and felt as you should 
do, you would wrestle, plead, and pray for 
their conversion ; and using every means in 
your power, you would mentally exclaim 
with Esther, ** How can I endure to see the 
evil that shall come upon my people ? or 
how can I endure to see the destruction qi 
my kindred ?" Oh! the horrors of a soul 
under everlasting punishment! The soul 
of a dear child, of a near relative, of a 
neighhour ; a neglected soul, neglected hy 
you, which as it sinks under the fierce 
wrath of Grod, exclaims, "No man cared 
for my soul." May the Lord give all our 
Church members a vivid sense of the value 
and danger of the soul, which wiU — 

2. Produce an ardent love to, and burn- 
ing thirst for, their salvation. Love is the 
spring of successful exertion. If we love 
souls, we shall be active for their salvation. 
If we say we love souls, and do not sigh 
and labour ta their salvation, we Ue» and 
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Ae truth is not in us. If we love souls ac* 
cording to their value, we shall labour in 
fome proportion to their danger. It is be- 
cause church members do not love souls, 
that they are lifeless, dull, inactive, and 
comparatively useless. If we loved souls 
as we should, there would be a burning 
tiurst in the heart for their salvation; a 
thirst which nothing but their conversion 
would allay. And if this was felt, felt by 
every Christian how lively would our 
prayer-meetings be, and our church-^meet- 
ings would be like heaven on earth, for 
there would constantly be "joy over sin- 
ners brought to repentance." for an 
«rdent love to, and burning zeal for, the 
salvation of soids ! This would lead us, — 

3. To be willing to do, suffer, or give any 
thin^ for their salvation. No duty would be 
considered too difficult, or too arduous ; no 
sacrifice would be thought too great ; no 
demands upon our purse too heavy. We 
fihould cheerfully give, that others may 
work ; suffer, that tiiey may be supplied ; 
and, not satisfied to work by proxy, we 
should go forth and use our own littie 
talent, expecting the Lord to bless^. Is it 
not our one buisness to please Oodl 
Should we not in all thinga aim at his 
' 'l"2 
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gloiy ? And is he not glorified by oar self « 
denying efforts, entire consecration to his 
service, and willing contributions to 1h8 
cause ? Beloved, what are you willing to 
do, or suffer, or give, for the conversion of 
a soul to Ood ? What do you do, suffer* 
or give ? What have you done to-day—-^ 
this week — ^this month — ^this yea;^? AH 
you could do ? — all you profess to do ?*-^ 
you ought to do ? Can you reflect without 
shame ? Do you feel ashamed without 
penitence? Can you be really pendent 
without confessing your sin before God, 
and adopting a different course of conduct ? 
O, may the Holy Spirit lay these inquiries 
upon your heart, and keep them before your 
minds ! This wiU produce, — 

4. A spirit of prayer — ardent, painful, 
persevering prayer. Ah ! it will not do to 
say over our prayers, as we too frequently 
have done ; as many of our dear brethren 
at our prayer meetings still do. They pray 
for soids ; but do they realize the value or 
danger of souls ? Oh, no ! If they did, 
their prayers would not be so cold, so life-> 
less, so formaL Would they speak as the^ 
do, if they were pleading with an earthly 
menarch for the life of a beloved child, a 
trained friend, or a ctear "wife ? Nb) indeed 
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tbey would &ot. And yet, what compari- 
spn is there between the sparing of the life 
c^'a r^tive or friend for a few days on earth, 
imd the eternal salvation of an immortal 
eonl ? If, when some of our bretlnren are 
drswUf^ out their winter-day prayers for 
BonU* we were to shout, "Brother, souls 
ave of more value than a world, they are 
perishing, hell from beneath is moved to 
receive them, but ' the fervent, effectual 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much,' " 
vrould they not be startled? — ^must they 
not feel reproved ; yea, condemned ? Dear 
brethren, do we agonize at a throne of 
grace for souls ? Are our prayers the ar- 
dent longings and vigorous desires of our 
minds ? Does . not our language and man- 
ner upon all other subjects exhibit the state 
and 1^ feelings of the mind upon the sub- 
ject ? But what does your language, your 
mt^aner, when praying for souls evince? 
Does it not say, the man is not sincere? 
He does not feel the value of the soul! 
He doea not perceive its danger! He 
knowa nothing of the meaning of Jude, 
!' Others save with fear, pulling them out ef 
the fin I" If you were about to pull a 
eh^d out of a literal fire, would there be 
tfiat dulL drowsy, slow-paced mapner? 
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And if there was, should we not cofidi&nm 
you as unfeeling and inhumsm } And is it 
only upon subjects of undying interest. 
Upon subjects of everlasting importance, 
that we are to be lifeless and d^cient in 
energy } Oh, beloved, let us take shiyne 
and confusion of face to ourselves, that our 
prayers have been so few* so lifftless, to 
fiiithless, upon so solemn, so important ft 
subject ! Let us search and try our ways, 
and turn again to the Lord. Let us endea- 
vour to realize the value imd the danger of 
souls ; and persevere in prayer for thetif 
conversion. 

5. Depending on Jesus and his word* 
looking for the promised Spirit, with feel- 
ings similar to those of Rachel when she 
cried, " Grive me children, or I die !*' Fot, 
however earnest souls may be in the work, 
"or however fervent our prayers at the 
throne, our dependence must be placed on 
Jesus, and on Jesus only. The "residue 
of Uie Spirit " is with him. He has ** re- 
ceived of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost." But, depending on Jesus, 
we cannot fail ; his business as Mediator is 
to save souls, he came to save, he lives to 
Bave{ and he has promised the H&Lj Spirit 
•'to them that ask him." The object we 
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have in view is salvation; the agent who 
washes, sanctifies, and justifies, is the Holy 
Spirit; the giver of the Spirit is Jesus ; 
and the promise of the Spirit is made to * 
prayer. Thus we should pray for the 
Spirit, depending on the Lord Jesus, and 
disappointment is impossible. But we must 
ask as if we desired, as if we really meant 
what we say ; and not mumhle out a few 
dry mouldy petitions, which have been re- 
peated a thousand times without either 
feeling or fervour. O for that yearning 
over souls which Jesus felt when " he be- 
held the city and wept over it ! " that in- 
tense desire that Paul felt when he ex- 
claimed, " Brethren, my heart's desire and 
prayer to Grod for Israel is, that they might 
be saved!" O for such feelings in the 
pulpit, and in the pew, and then, — 

6. There will be union between the 
preacher and people ; union of motive, pur- 
pose, effort ; union for the very purpose of 
increase, of increase because God has pro- 
mised it. Zion cannot travail except there 
is a close, sensible, active union between 
minister and people; unless the love of 
Christ mfluence and constrain them ; unless 
the conversion of souls be the object near- 
est their hearts; unless they unite thd*- 
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efforts for this desirable end. When the' 
warm, inspiring petitions of the preacher in 
the pulpit, or the brother at tiie prayer 
meeting, find a response in every heart, and* 
are sent up to heaven as the united desire 
of the whole body, we may expect that 
God will fulfil his word, " If two of you 
shall agree touching anything to ask it of 
the Father, it shall he done** Union is 
strength — ^union in prayer — union in pur- 
pose — ^union in effort — ^union of determina- 
tion. O may Zion soon " look forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun,, 
terrible as an army with banners ! " going 
forth against sin, and for the immediate 
conversion of sinners, with, — 

7. A deep anxiety that God may be glo- 
rified in the conversion of many souls. We. 
talk much and often of the glory of Gt>d, 
but what is it glorifies him ? Is it not the 
sinner crying for mercy? the rebel suinsr 
for peace ? the heart submitting to the 
righteousness of God? Is he not glorified 
when his people S3rmpathize with him as 
the insulted Lawgiver and the gracious 
God? — ^when they testify against sin, and 
to sinners ? — ^when the daily anxiety of the 
soul is, how can I be useful in *' destroying 
the works of the devil?" how can I be in- 
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strttm^dtal in bringing souls to Jesus ? Be- 
loved, Zion will not be "a praise in the 
whole earth " until she trayeals ; nor will 
she travail until her members have a vivid 
sense of the value and danger of souls ; an 
ardent longing and burning thirst for their 
salvation ; a readiness to do or to suffer, or 
give anything that is required for their con- 
version ; a spirit of earnest, painful, perse- 
vmng prayer ; a dependence on Jesus and 
his word, looking for the promised Spirit, 
exclaiming, " make me useM to sinners, or 
I die ! " Until there is a union of motive, 
purpose, and effort between preachers and 
people ; a union for the very purpose of in- 
crease, of increase because God has pro- 
mised it ; and a deep anxiety that God may 
be glorified in the conversion of many souls. 
But when this is the case we shall see glo- 
rious days : for " the arm of the Lord is not 
shortened, that it cannot save ; " " the Spi- 
rit of the Lord is not straitened," the low 
state of the Church is not his doing ; but 
it is owing to our carnality, unbelief, dis- 
sensions, self-dependence, and distance 
from God. May Zion hear the voice of 
her Grod, who is 8a3nng, "Awake, awake, 
O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments," 
&c. But now let us consider, — 
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Secondly, Zion's delirerance, or sueeess* 
"As soon as Zion travailed, she brought 
forth her children," The Lord has pro- 
mised in his word that he will convert 
souls, establish saints, and beautify his 
church, Ezek. xxxvi. 25 — 36 ; but he adds^ 
" Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for 
this be inquired of by the house of Israel 
to do it for them ; I will increase them ynth 
men as a flock. As the holy flock, as the 
flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts," 
&c. He will increase them as the flock 
which appeared at the temple at the solemn 
feasts, when all the males appeared before 
the Lord, and every one brought his offer- 
ing. He is fedthful to his word, he cannot 
deny himself. He will hear prayer, approve 
of our desires, answer our requests, and 
fulfil his word. Prayer cannot be in vain, 
believing efibrt will be crowned with suc- 
cess. The text was fulfilled at Pentecost — 
again in the house of Cornelius — again at 
the Reformation — again at the revivals in 
Scotland, London, and elsewhere. Zion 
will bring forth whenever Zion travails. 
And what will be the result ? Joy to the 
church ; employment /or the church ; praise 
ascending from the church; honour put 
upon the church. 
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Wen, dear finends^ How is it intib yoa ? 
Are yoa traveling in birth for souls ? Were 
you ever the means of conyerting one soul ? 
Can you be satisfied without ? Do you be* 
lieve that pra3rer founded on the promises 
must prevail^ Are you putting up such 
prayer ? What says your closet ? your 
family altar ? the prayer meeting ? Do you 
" draw near to God " on this subject " with 
a true heart in^ fiiU assurance of faith/' as 
Paul directs ? Do you " ask in fEuth, no- 
tiling doubting/' as James exhorts ? Can 
you look back on the past with satisfeu^on? 
Are you not verily guilty concerning poor 
sinners, in that you knew the value and 
danger of their souls, and yet have been at 
ease, allowing them to go to hell under 
your own eye, without a heartfelt prayer, a 
solemn warning, or one single well-directed 
effort to bring them to Jesus ? Can you be 
satisfied that things should go on as they 
have done, " every one seeking their own, 
and not the things which are Jesus 
Christ's?" O that your consciences may 
be aroused, and may a voice, still and 
powerful, awaken every fieunilty of your 
souls, and stir you up to duty, imtil you 
can honestly and heartily say, as your mas- 
ter did, " My meat is to do the \nll of him 
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that sent me, and to finish his work." 
JThen "the wilderness and solitary placje 
will be glad for you, and tiie desert re- 
joice and blossom as the rose." "Then 
shall the earth yield her increase, and GkxL* 
even our God shaU bless us, Qod shall 
bless us, and all the ends of the earth 
snail fear him." 

Oh for the ftll-reTiTing grace, 
The quickenmg power divine, 

This deadness from our souls to chase, 
But chiefly. Lord, from mine I 

We, the dear people of thy love, 

Why cleave we to the dust ; 
Neglect our glorious hopes above. 

And trifle with our trust. 

Thy nature, and thy law, we know, 

Severely righteous stiU ; 
And yet how slothful, and how slow 

Our progress in thy will I 

We tread the very edge of doom, 

And worlds of woe or bliss 
O'erhang the other side our tomb ; 

And yet we sport on thit. 

Almighty Spirit ! ere thou make 

The long-dead world alive, 
The living church from slumber wake 

Thy work in us revive. 
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THROtTOH the infinite mercy of our God, 
Ire are brought to th^ opening of a new 
jear ; a suitable period to review the past, 
and prepare for the future. In looking 
back, we are obliged to acknowledge, that 
goodness and mercy have followed us ; that 
not que thing hath failed of all that the 
Lord our Qod hath promised : he abideth 
feithful, and we look to him at the opening 
of a new year as the faithful God. But, 
have not we been unfedthful to our Lord ? 
How often have we neglected his ordinan- 
ces, forgotten his precepts, and slighted his 
intimations ? Have we not been careless, 
and lukewarm, and indifferent, in his wajrs ? 
Can we look up to his throne, and say we 
have sought his glory as we should ? Can 
we look at his church and say we have 
done what we could for the promotion of 
its peace, holiness, and increase ? Can we 
look into our ^Bimilies, and say we have 
used all our talents for the conversion or 
entire sanctification of our households? 
Can we look at the unconverted by whom 
vre are 8urrounded| and see no reason <^ 
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exclaim, " I am verily guilty concerning 
my bretluren after the flesh?" Beloved, 
have we not like the virgins, " all. slum- 
bered and slept ?" What say our bibles — 
our closets-— our prayer meetings — our un- 
employed talents ? , If the Master wer» 
Qow to say, " GKve an account of thy stew- 
ardship," could we do it with joy, and not 
with grief ? Have we rendered our bodies 
H living sacrifice ? Have we proved by our 
daily, yea, hourly conduct, " that none of 
us live^ to himsdf ?" Have we, under the 
constraining influence of the love of Christ* 
beeQ laying ourselves out for usefulness ? 
Have we been living and acting simply and 
only to glorify God ? 

Let us examine ourselves. Are we really 
in Christ ? Do we experience the power of 
religion? Is the kingdom of Gk>d within 
us? Are we the temples of the Holy 
Ghost } Are we manifestly declared to be 
the epistles of Christ ? Do we reveal and 
publish his love, his holiness, and hia salva-^ 
tion, to aU around us ? We profess ta do 
so. We have said, " we are the LorcTs," 
Does conscience speak? let us listen to its 
voice, admit the truth, humble ourselves in. 
the dust before God, and fly afresh to the 
open fountain. Precious fountain!. It cleanfl^ 
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eth from aU sin ; it will cleanse us ! it will 
cleanse us now I We need a revival of re- 
ligion in our hearts, in our houses, in our 
congregations. We need the outpouring of 
the Hcdy Spirit. Oh, we need to he filled 
with the Spirit ! But, do we deeply feel 
the need of it ? Do we feel our absolute 
dependence upon the Spirit } Are we as- 
sured that witiiout his presence, power, and 
operations, there will be no revival of re- 
ligion in our hearts, no sinners converted in 
our congregations, no saints edified and 
thoroughly sanctified in our churches ? If 
so, that Spirit is promised, and promised to 
all who diligently seek him. Luke xi. 13 ; 
Prov. i. 23 ; Isa. xliv. 3. Our God says, 
." Ask, and ye shaU receive" Our Saviour 
assures us, " that our heavenly Father wiU 
pipe the Holy Spirit unto them that ask 
him" Jehovah is saying, " Prove me now, 
if I will not open t^e windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there 
riiall not be room enough to receive it," 
Mai. ill. 10. The Apostle tells us, that, 
" we have not because we ask not, or be- 
cause we ask amiss," James iv. 2, 3 ; and 
Jesus offers us his name to plead, saying, 
*' Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name he will give it you>" John xvi. 39 
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Can we have greater encouragement ? Let 
UB ask and receive, that our joy may be 
full. Let us flock to our prayer meetmgs, 
and offer earnest, united, believing prayer : 
let us follow it up in our closets, and at our 
fiunily altars, and give Jehovah no rest, un- 
til the whole earth be filled with his glory, 
Isa. Ixii. 7 ; xi. 9 ; Heb. ii. 14. " His ear 
is not heavy, that it cannot hear ; his arm 
is not shortened, that it cannot save ; but 
our sins have separated between us and our 
Grod, and our iniquities have hid his fieu^ 
from us that he wUl not hear/' Isa. lix. 1, 2. 
We must feel our dependence, mourn over 
our sins, plead his word, aim at his glory, 
and wait at his throne for his blessing. 
Oh, let us wrestle with him for our families, 
our friends, our countrjrmen, and the church 
of Grod : let us feel and act as Esther did 
when she heard of the danger of the Jews, 
who said, " I will go in to the king ; if I 
perish, I perish ; for how can I endure to 
see the evil that shall come unto my peo- 
ple ? or how can I endure to see the des- 
truction of my kindred ? " Esther iv. 16 ; 
vui. 6. 

Do we believe in the power of prayer } 
the faithfulness of Clod to his promises ? 
and our need of the outpouring of the 
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Spirit? Brethren, where u our zeal for 
Gk>d ? where our love for bouIs ? where our 
loyalty to the King of saints ? where our 
faith in the promises of the word ? Re- 
member, the church continued with one ac- 
cord in prayer ten days before the descent 
of the Spirit at Pentecost (Acts i. II — 14 ; 
ii. 1, &c.); and we have the same promises 
to encourage us, only let us exercise the 
same faith, plead witji the same unity and 
ardour, walk by the same rule, and we 
shall enjoy the same blessing. Read Jer. 
xxxiii. 3 ; Matt. vii. 7 — 11 ; John iv. 10 ; 
vii. 37, 38; xiv. 13, 14; xv. 7, 8; xvi. 
23 — 27; 1 John v. 14, 15; James iv. 2, 3; 
2 Thes. iii. 1 : Matt, xviii. 19, 20; xxi. 22. 
Let our prayers be definite, scriptural, 
short, fervent, sincere, and importunate, 
and we must prevail There is no time to 
be lost, sinners are perishing all around us 
by thousands, we have unconverted chil- 
dren, servants, neighbours, acquaintancesr 
&c.; are we travailing in birth for them, 
until Christ be formed in them? Do we 
say to them, by the spirit we breathe, the 
course of conduct we pursue, " Brethren, 
my heart's desire, and prayer to God for 
you is, that you may be saved ? " Oh, let 
us plead and pray, " until the Spirit be 

M 
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poured out upon us from on high, and the 
wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruit- 
ful field be counted for a forest," Isa! xxjcii. 
15. Let us beseech our God to make bare 
his arm in the eyes of all the nations ; to 
make his word quick and powerful, sharper 
than a two-edged sword ; to fill our houses 
of prayer with his glory, and crowd them 
with attentive hearers. " The effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." The Lord says, " Open- thy mouth 
wide, and I will fill it." 

There is a lamentable want of decision, 
activity, and devotedness to the wodc of 
God, among many of our dear brethren in 
the Lord : let us endeavour to provoke 
them to emulation, to love, and to good 
works. Let the aged, who will soon be 
called home, set the example, and let us 
all, as one man, follow in their train, say- 
ing, ** I will gladly spend, and be spent, for 
the honour of my Lord, for the good of his 
church, and the conversion of poor miser- 
able sinners." Let every one of us endea- 
vour with. P&ul, by all means to save some, 
1 Cor. ix. 22 ; and with Jude, to pull some 
out of the fire, Jude 23. Our Grod is a 
great Gt)d, he hath made great provisions 
he hath given great promises, and has 
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erected a throne of grace, to which he in- 
yites tts at the opening of the present year, 
saying, " Come holdly unto the throne of 
grace, that ye may ohtain mercy, and find 
grace to help m time of need," Heh. iy. 16. 
He has given us a kingdom which cannot 
he moved, and now exhorts us " to have 
grtice, wherehy we may serve him accept- 
ably with reverence and godly fear," Heb. 
xii. 28. Thus our work is before us ; all 
necessary provision is made for its prosecu- 
tion; every man has received his talent, 
and is commanded to occupy until the 
Master comes. He will soon come to take 
account of his servants, and to give to 
every man according as his work shall be ; 
for every man shall receive his own reward 
aecording to his own labour, 1 Cor. iii. 8; 
2 Cor. V. 10. 

Finally, beloved brethren, let me most 
affectionately exhort you to cultivate a 
spirit of pure Christian love: love to all 
saints, however much they may differ from 
you in external observances. Let us never 
indulge a party spirit, or set up truth 
against charity ; for, however valuable clear 
views of truth may be, charity is much 
more 80» 1 Cor. £ii. If others are conten- 
tiou8» and vain, and sectarian, let us be 
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peaceable, humble, and charitable ; aliirays 
praying that " Grace may be with all them 
who love our Lord Jesus Christ in since- 
rity." To be instnmiental in the conver- 
sion of one sinner is a greater honour tiian 
to be the leader or idol of a party. Let 
our aim be to bring sinners to Jesus; to 
disseminate truth, in the spirit of him who 
was meek and lowly in heart ; and to live 
in fellowship with all who live in fellow- 
ship with God. Time fast flies away. 
Eternity is just at hand. We shall soon be 
called up above, and the day of final settle- 
ment will soon come. May we then be 
presented faultless before the presence of 
Jehovah's glory with exceeding joy. Until 
then, let us not be weary in well doing, but 
be steadfeust, immoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we 
know that our labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. 

Not for a favourite form or name, 
But for immortal souls we care ; 

Bless, Saviour, our Jerusalem, 
That millions may her blessing share : 

Our languid, fainting spirits raise. 

And q>Kad throughout the earth thy pimiie. 
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THE WORD OF GOD. 

Thb bible is God's book, written under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and 
therefore free from error; "H0I7 men of 
God wrote as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.*' It contains God's law, the 
church's history, and Christ's goq>el. It 
reveals Gbd, opens heaven, and directs 
man. It mfakes known God's thoughts, 
the world's doom, and the church's blessed- 
ness. It unfolds eternity to time, brings 
heaven to earth, and makes invisible reali- 
ties known. It was written for sinners* 
has been preserved by a special providence, 
and is the humble man's treasure. Infidels 
scorn it, angels study it with wonder, and 
the saints dehght in it. It is a token of 
of God's love, a proof of his regard, and a 
display of his concern for our wel&re. 
Thus word of God contains the law, com* 
manding, condemning, and cursing; — the 
PSALMS, disclosing, elevating, and praising ; 
— ^the oosPBL, ui^olding, inviting, and di- 
recting ; — ^the PBOFHSTS, predicting, exhort- 
ing, and denouncing. It contains a rich 
variety, a divine fulness, and is exactly 
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adapted to meet the case and condition of 
sinners. Its histories are true, instructiye, 
and impartial. Its precepts are just, holy, 
and good. Its cautions are sanitary, wise, 
and useful. Its exhortations are judicious, 
adapted, and profitable. Its reproofs are 
kind, solemn, and suitable. Its directions 
are merciful, practicable, and plain. Its 
instructions are deep, spiritual, and exten** 
sive. Its corrections are loving, just, and 
judicious. Its doctrines are divine, sublime, 
and glorious. Its descriptions are vivid, 
correct, and impartial. Its invitations are 
general, attractive, and gracious. Its pro^ 
mises are great, nimierous, and invaluable. 
Its warnings are solemn preventing, and 
tender. Its threatenings are awfiil, alarm- 
ing, and just. Its parables are simple, 
instructive, and edifying. Its tgpes are 
significant, impressive, and suitable. Its 
examples are bright, winning, and worthy. 
It is in every part, and every way worthy 
of a God. 

^ We have tips blessed book as Gk>d's free 
gift, procured for us by our adorable Re- 
deemer, and bestowed upon us through the 
Holy Spirit. Its revelations were delivered, 
first orally, then written, then printed: first 
given to a few, then written for many, then 
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printed for all : first freely bestowed, then 
hard to be obtained and now easily to be 
gotten. Given by Grod, opposed by the 
devil, blasphemed by many, rejected by 
more, unknown to thousands, but highly 
prized by a few. It is suited to youth, 
adapted to manhood, but peculiarly appli- 
cable to age. It is the child's lesson book, 
.the learner's class book, and the proficient's 
text book. Many study it, all christians 
believe it, but none fully comprehend it. 

This divine testimony is exceedingly 
useful ; for it produces morality in the 
world, spirituality in the church, and good 
in all who believe it. Tt enlightens the 
dark, instructs the ignorant, and comforts 
the desponding. It directs the lost, en- 
courages the seeking, and assures the wait- 
ing soul. It warns the wayward, threatens 
the unruly, and condemns the impenitent. 
It invites the weary, strengthens the weak, 
and consoles the dejected. It alarms the 
carelessj accuses the indifferent, and con- 
founds the worldly-wise. It cautions the 
venturesome, reproves the heedless, and 
gives promises to the diligent. It frowns 
on the thoughtless, curses the profane, and 
damns the hypocrite. It urges the halting, 
exhorts the obedient, and rewards the perse- 
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vering. It liberates the captive, feeds the 
hungry, and clothes the naked. It natiL- 
ralizes the alien, bids the reserved make 
free, and provides the outcast with a home. 
It debases man, exalts the Saviour, and 
glorifies God. It astonishes angels, con- 
founds infidels, and delights perishing sin- 
ners. It is God's will, the saints' treasure 
and the devils' eyesore. 

This holy writing is intended for earth, 
it is placed before our eyes, to be copied 
into our memories, and observed in our 
lives. The world has it, the church owns 
it, and every part of God's ftimily may 
equally enjoy it. It is intended for the 
whole of this life, to be used through our 
entire joiuney, but will be dispensed with 
when we get home. It is here in writ- 
ten characters, there in substance, and 
both here and their prized and enjoyed. It 
is here to be read, believed, and tasted ; but 
its fullest blessings are reserved for that 
better land. Now we need it, while on 
earth we cannot dispense with it, but in 
heaven we shall be able to do without it. 

This book is pure, unmixed with er* 
ror, untainted by sin, and worthy of a 
holy God. It is true, and may therefore 
be firmly believed, implicitly trusted, and 
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ttnreaervedly depended upon. It h,$ure, 
and cannot posaibly deceive, lead astray, or 
sanction a mistake. It is ripht, being in 
perfect accordance with the holiness, jus- 
tice, and grace of God. It is assimUatinff, 
he that belieyes it, loves it, and obeys it, 
must resemble it. It is divine, the offspring 
of God, bearing the impress of divinity, 
and is always acknowledged by JehoveJi 
when pleaded at his throne. It is spiritual, 
and therefore cannot be understood by the 
carnal, the worldly wise, or any one who is 
untaught of God. It is mt^sterious, con- 
taining mysteries which are to be believed, 
reverenced, and acknowledged, though 
never in this world to be comprehended. 
It is excellent, in its matter, style, and de- 
sign. It is extensive, embracing more than 
the human mind can contain, than any 
creature could invent, or the whole of time 
will unfold. It is firm, and cannot be re- 
moved, driven out of the world, or des- 
troyed. It is Jitll, containing all that is 
necessary, ornamental, or useful. It is 
feeding, it feeds the memory, the intellect, 
and the heart; it feeds angels and men, 
and once did our Lord and Saviour. It is 
filUng, it satisfies the illiterate, the learner, 
and the scholar. It is glorious, and glori 
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fies God, the Saviour, and the church. It 
is harmonious, every part accords, harmo- 
nizes, and agrees. It is honesty it exposes, 
commends, and reproves, as the case may 
be. It is immutable, it can undergo no 
change in its doctrines, requirements, and 
promises. It is irrevocable, heaven and 
earth 'may pass away, but its predictions, 
threatenings, and promises shall stand for 
ever. It is invititiff, for Qod stoops to 
write, instruct, and give wisdom to worms. 
It is incomparable, it never had, has not 
now, nor ever will have an equal. It is m- 
fallible, here are no mistakes, misquota- 
tions, or exceptions, all is the word of God, 
and worthy of a God. It is lively, it gives 
life, -quickens the dull and sleepy, and pre- 
serves the life given. It is ministerial, 
being the seed of Gx>d, the sceptre of the 
Messiah, and the sword of the Spirit, It 
is necessary, for our information, consola- 
tion, and establishment. It is nourishing^ 
it strengthens our fEuth, animates our hope, 
and quickens our love. It is conquering, it 
overcomes satan, destroys sin, and leads 
sinners as willing captives to the Prince of 
peace. It is original, nothing is borrowed, 
stolen, or altered to answer a purpose, all 
is of divine origin. It is penetrating, it 
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wounds the heart, pierces the consciencef 
and divides between sonl and spirit. It is 
perfect, as a whole, and in every part ; it 
contains a perfect system of doctrine, a per- 
fect code of precepts, and a perfect variety 
of truth to meet every possible case. 

The bible is compared to a firf^ that 
burns ; a hammer, that breaks ; a sword, 
that pierces and slays ; a light, that shines 
in a dark place ; a lantern, that guides the 
feet ; to mUk, which nourishes and feeds ; 
to a suit of armour, which protects the per- 
son; and to incorruptible seed, which al- 
ways brings forth fruit. 

It is cfJled the word of God — ^the word 
of righteousness — ^the word of reconcilia- 
tion — ^the word of life — ^the word of fedth — 
the word of salvation — ^the word of his 
grace — ^the word of truth — ^the faithful 
word — a more sure word of prophecy — the 
word of the saint's testimony — and the 
word of Christ. 

Of this word. Job could say, " I have 
esteemed the words of his mouth, more 
than my necessary food." Jeremiah ex- 
claims, " Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them ; and thy word was unto me the 
joy and rejoicing of my heart ! " David, 
appeals to the Lord and says, "Thy wo- 
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have I hid in my heart, that I might not 
sin against thee. I will delight myself in 
thy statutes, I will not forget thy word. 
Thy word is very pure, therefore thy ser- 
vant loveth it. Mine eyes prevent the 
night watches, that I might meditate in 
thy word." Jesus said, " Search the scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think that ye have 
eternal life, aod they are they that testify 
of me." And Paul, *' All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness ; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works." O, for greater love 
to the scriptures, that we may know them, 
enjoy them, conform to them, exercise futh 
in them, and make them our delight ! May 
we read them daily, pray over them con- 
stantly, meditate on them frequently, and 
manifest their holy tendency in life and 
death. May our memories be stored with 
them, bur hearts be sanctified by them, and 
our lives correspond with them. 

O may these heayenly pages be 

My ever dear delight ; 
And still new beauties may I see, 

And still increasing light I 
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THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST. 

What a wonderful person is my glorious 
Lord ! one with Jehoyah the Father, and 
one with me ; possessing all that is peculiar 
to Godhead, and all that is essential to 
manhood. Equal with the Father, having 
attribute for attribute, perfection for perfec- 
tion ; like unto me, having a spotless 
human soul, and a perfect human body. 
AU the divine atributes, and all the essen- 
tial properties of our nature, are found in 
him ; and as possessing both natures in one 
person, he is Jbsxjs, — ^the Saviour ; Im- 
«Ain7EL, — ^God with us. He brings down 
^e perfections of God to bless me, and 
takes up my wants to God to supply them. 
In consequence of my relation to Jesus, and 
liis oneness with me, I am exalted, dignifi- 
ed, and blessed beyond conception or 
degree ; as there are no limits to his fulness, 
there can be no limit to my supplies, or the 
least prospect of want. God is in Christ, 
and I am in Christ; here we meet and 
agree, and n^utually bless each other, — ^he 
by communicating blessings, I by ascribing 
blessedness to him. In consequence o^ 
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this connectioii I may rejoice, — ^1 ought to 
be confident, and pro^^eed op my journey in 
peace. What should alarm me ? Why 
should I doubt ? Jesus is my Saviour, and 
that Jesus is Grod ; and by reason of this 
relation, divine wisdom is employed to 
direct me. Jehovah's bounty will supply 
me, — ^his omnipotence deliver me, — his om- 
nipresence protect me, — ^his omniscience 
guard me, — ^his love animate me, — ^his 
mercy heal me, — ^his grace support me, — 
his compassion comfort me, — ^his pity re- 
lieve me, — ^his goodness provide for me, — 
his tenderness soothe me, — ^his Idndness 
encourage me, — his patience bear with me, 
— ^his justice avenge me, — his fedthfulnesa 
embolden me, — ^his holiness beautify me,-— 
his anger awe me, — ^his life quicken me, — 
his light illumine me, — ^his will regulate 
me, — ^his joy delight -me, — ^hii^ blessedness 
elevate me, — ^his long sufferings lead me to 
repentance, — ^his immutabihty secure the 
fulfilment of all the promises to me, — his 
truth be my shield and buckler, — his sov- 
ereignty raise my admiration, — ^his condes- 
cension inspire me with gratitude and love, 
-*-and his all-sufficiency satisfy me both in 
time and eternity. 

In Jesus, God hath reconciled me.. to 
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himself, imputing my trespasses to him, 
and his obedience to me. God came down 
to me in Jesus, and takes me up into union 
with himself in Christ. God by Jesus 
takes away all my sins, his own wrath, and 
deserved condemnation ; and brings me 
into a state of friendship, peace, and bless- 
'edness. All things are treasured in Christ, 
were procured for me b^ Christ, flow to me 
through Christ, and are conferred on me for 
the sake of Christ ; the Father's eye is fixed 
on Jesus, I am viewed as one with Jesus, 
loved with the same love as Jesus, and des- 
tined to be for ever like Jesus. How great 
is this mystery ! How wonderful the person 
of Christ ! God and man ! the God-man ! 
my Saviour! How exactly suited is the 
Lord Jesus to my case; impartial justice 
demands my blood, — ^he becomes my sub- 
stitute, and spills his own ; infinite justices 
demands an infinite satisfaction, or it can- 
not acquit me, — and by virtue of his divi- 
mty, he can and will give it ; his blood is 
the blood of God, and his righteousness is 
the righteousness of God. As man, he was 
adapted to make the required atonement : 
as God, he was sufficient ; and as God-man, 
he " put away sin by the sacrifice of himself." 
Svifeiing was required, and as man he suf* 
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fered; satisfactioii through suffering was 
demanded, and as God he satisfied. He 
brought the dignity and wealth of divinity 
to give worth and efficacy to the sufferings 
and death of his humanity ; and by so do- 
ing, satisfied justice, honoured the law, and 
procured the deliverance of his captive 
bride. He took humanity, that in the sin- 
ning nature he might suffer and satisfy ; he 
possessed divinity, or he could never have 
paid down the ransom demanded. The life 
of his manhood was the price he gave, but 
it was his divinity which gave it worth, and 
merited our discharge ; he suffered as man, 
he merited as Gk)d-man ; he died as man, 
but as God-man he made atonement for 
our sins ; and as God-man he sits on his 
Father's throne, rules the world, calls his 
ransomed, preserves his called ones, and 
will come to, and take possession of, the 
purchased inheritance to the praise of his 
glory: Ephes. i. 14. His holy humanity 
endured the wrath divine, his Godhead ap- 
peased and removed it; on his manhood 
the curse alighted, by his Grodhead it was 
taken out of die way ; the fire of wrath was 
kindled in his humanity, but by his Gkid- 
head it was extinguished for ever. As 
touching his humanity, he was nmd^ binder 
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the law, as Qod he was always above it ; 
as God-man he fulfilled, honoured, and sa- 
tisfied it ; his manhood did the work, and 
as Gk>d he made it over to me. He made 
reconciliation in the flesh, but it was ef- 
fected by the indwelling divinity. As God, 
he knew what was required for my deliver- 
ance, and as man he restored that which he 
took not away. As Gk>d, he knew my 
wants, and as Gk)d-man he provided for 
them all. His ability was in his Gbdhead, 
his suitability was in his manhood ; and the 
union of both the natures in one person 
rendered lus work acceptable. His hu- 
manity was in the form of a servant his 
his divinity was in the form of God, his 
complex person was peculiar to himself ; as 
a servant he wrought, as God he procured, 
and as 6rod-man he applies. He could 
engage because he was God ; he could do, 
suffer and die, because he was man ; and by 
doing, suffering, and dying, he could save 
because he was God-man. His engage- 
ments bespeak his antiquity, his coming 
into our world attests his faithfulness, and 
bis return to his Father proves the perfec- 
tion of his work. His engagement was the 
proof his greatness, his procuring salvation 
the effect of his engagement, and both 

N 
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engagement and salvation the result of his 
love. The application of the blessuags he 
procured flows from his merit, and his merit 
from his official character ; his official qhiur- 
acter is founded in his Sonship, and his Soa- 
ship in the will of God. He was God eternal- 
ly ; he became a Son; as a Son a substitute; 
as a substitute a sufferer ; and as a sufferer, 
a Saviour ! His person is the foundation of 
his office, his office is the basis of his merit, 
and his merit the ground of his people's 
deliverance. Without his personality as God, 
and his fitness as man, he could not have 
been in office ; except in office by the ap- 
pointment of the Father, his work woidd 
not have been acceptable ; and had not his 
work been acceptable, his body had never 
risen from the grave ; and if he had not 
risen and ascended, the Spirit had never 
come ; and so all had been in vain. The 
office without divinity would have been 
useless, for his work must have been 
unsuccessful ; divinity without humanity 
would have been wanting in fitness, and 
both would have been inefficient without an 
office ; but now all is harmonious, deli^t- 
ful, and complete. 

His engagement secured his merit, his 
merit secured the agency of the Holy Spirit 
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and the office of the Holy Spirit secures 
the application of merited blessings. He 
engaged in unknown glory, John xvii. 5 ; 
he merited on the cross in shame, Heb. xii. 
2 ; and he applies on the throne in majesty, 
Heb. i. 3. The first bespeaks his ancient 
glory ; the second his dishonouring connec- 
tion ; and the third, his merited triumphs 
and deserved splendour. The fixst was with 
infinite pleasure ; the second, with unut- 
terable sorrow ; and the third, with pecu- 
liar joy and delight : Isa. Ixii. 4, 5. The 
first was of grace, 2 Cor, viii. 9; the 
second, through substitution, £ph. v. 25 ; 
and the third, by invincible power. In 
Jesus, I see my sin and God's justice meet; 
and he removes the one, and satisfies the 
other : here the riches of eternity and the 
poverty of time are brought into connec- 
tion ; — Godhead and maidiood united and 
agreed. 

Being reconciled to God by Jesus, Je- 
hovah quickened ma together with Christ, 
having forgiven me all trespasses ; Col. ii. 
13. He passed tlie act of indemnity in 
Christ, and then quickened me to live with 
Jesus ; he made my state blessed, and then 
gave me light to see it, and life to feel it. 
' •' Much more, then, being justified by his 

ir2 
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blood« I shall be saTed from wrath through 
him. For if, when I waa an enemy, I waa 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, I shall be 
saved by his life :" Rom. v. 9» 10. How 
wise ! How holy ! How wonderful this 
plan ! O the riches of grace ! The wonders 
of redeeming love ! But what is Jesus 
called in Grod's holy word ? A Si^vioua, in 
reference to my lost condition ; — a Rscon- 
ciLBa, in reference to the enmity that exist- 
ed between me and God; — a RsnBEMEa, 
in reference to my slavery ;— ;-a MaDiAToa* 
in respect to the disagreement between me 
and the Most High ; — a R£fixbk» with re- 
spect to my filthiness ;— an Advocate^ 
with regard to my perplexed cause ;- 
Prophet, in respect to my ignorance ;• 
Priest, with a view to my guiltiness ;- 
Kino in regard to my weakness and foes ; — 
a BaiDsoROOM, regarding my lowly estate 
and social nature ; — a Phtsician, with re- 
gard to my many diseases. In a word, 
" All in All." O to know more of Jesus, 
in the glory of his person, the riches of his 
grace, the perfection of his work, the ten- 
derness of his heart, the strength of his love 
and the effectual working of his power ! 
Reader, do you know this Saviour ? Do 
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you know him so as to love his name, con- 
fide in his word, and depend on ]iis work 
ALOKS for salvation ? Is he to you the chief 
among ten thousand, and the altogether 
lovely ? Have you committed your soul mto 
his htuids, consecrated your entire person 
to his service, and do you love to hear him 
exalted and commended to all around ? Hb 
is the only Saviour. He can save to the 
very uttermost, and he wiU save all who 
come to him tu sinners, and rely on his 
blood alone ? Have you fled for refuge to 
his cross, and there found salvation ? If not 
GO NOW. You need no recommendation, he 
invites you, he calls to you, and he will in 
no wise cast you out. " The axe is laid to 
the root of the trees. — God now command- 
cth ALL men everywhere to repent. — God 
hath exalted Jesus with his right hand, a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. — ^Repent 
TE, therefore, and be converted, that your 

BINS MAT BE BLOTTED OUT." 

All over glorious is my Lord ; 
Must be beloved and yet adored ; 
His worth if all the nations knew, 
8aie the whole earth would love him tooi. 
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GOD'S REMEDY FOR MAN'S MALADY. 

Thb whole race of man, in conseqaeoce 
of the faJl, is infected with a most dreadibl, 
fearful, soul-killing disease. You are the 
subject of it, it is in your nature, and its ef- 
fects are discemable in your conduct. Its 
seat is in the heart which is become deceit- 
ful above all things, and desperately wicked. 
It has spread over every fiiculty of the soul; 
the understanding is darkened, that you see 
not your state ; the conscience is defiled, 
and neglects its office ; the tviU is power- 
fully biassed to evil, and chooses what Grod 
abhors ; the affections are earth-bound ; and 
set on things forbidden ; the imaginaUan is 
become carnal, and only employed in evil ; 
reason is debased, and calls darkness light, 
and light darkness ; the memory is captiva- 
ted, and become a storehouse of iniquity ; 
the whole soul is paralized, polluted, and 
diseased. Righteousness once lodged in it, 
but now murderers. Satan has got posses- 
sion, and endeavours to lead you to hell in 
a false peace. You are naturally unfit for 
heaven, at enmity with God, exposed to his 
wrath* cursed by his law, condemned in the 
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bible, traveUing to perdition, and ripening 
for damnation. You cannot deliver your- 
self from sin's dominion, cleanse yourself 
from inherent defilement, or escape the just 
judgment of God, by any thing that you 
caa perform. You are without strength, 
blind to your everlasting wel^e, and a 
hater of God. You was bom a sinner, have 
lived transgressing, and dying in such a 
state, will be bauoished into irremediable 
woe. This is your state, reader, whoever 
you may be ; this is your situation, however 
you may appear; this is your condition, 
whatever you may say ; except Jehovah the 
Holy Ghost has brought you health and 
eu]^. Have you ever seen yourself in this 
situation ? Have you ever felt this to be 
your case ? Have you ever trembled on ac- 
count of it, and sought a remedy ? If not, 
this is the very worst symptom of your dis- 
ease, you are still insensible, under a spi- 
litaal derangement, madness is in your 
heart. — Ecdes. ix. 3. 

But if you have discovered your malady, 
if you have felt sin to be really a dreadful 
diaeaae, if you are seeking for a remedy; 
then I rejoice in being able to direct you to 
one that is provided, that may be obtained 
freely, and will certainly heal you. God. 
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who is rich in mercy, lor the ^rest love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we ^nrere 
dfi&d in sin ; hath devised a way in which 
he can manifest himself as a just Grod an4 a 
Saviour; he hath provided a suitalde aid 
glorious remedy for lost, ruined, and un* 
done sinners: this remedy will heal the 
wounded, cleanse the filthy, sanctify ^ 
unholy, justify the condemned, liberate the 
captive, and save the lost : jit will give sight 
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, strength 
to the weak, judgment to the foolish, ajsd 
life to the dead : it gives peace to the dis* 
tressed, direction to the perplexed, riches to 
the poor, clothing to the naked, tiiie oil of 
joy for mourning, and the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness. The remedy I 
allude to is Jesus the Lamb of Grod, which 
taketh away the sins of the world. His 
blood is the true balm of Gfilead, and he is 
the physician there. His name is Jehovah- 
rophi, the Almighty healer of poor sinners ; 
he heals all disorders, removes all diseases, 
and restores to perfect health, without 
money and without price. He has opened 
a fountain for sin and uncleanness, and all 
who apply to it find that though their sins 
were like scarlet they become white as 
snow, and though red like crimsoB, they 
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appear as wool. He has eye^salve to anoint 
the undentanduig which enables ns to see 
deep things out of darkness and light in 
bis light. He has grace which rectifies the 
disordered imagination, cleanses the guilty 
ocmscience, and sanctifies the souL He 
remores the bias from the will, restores 
reason to its place, and fixes the affections 
on himself. He makes sin hateful, holi- 
ness lovely, and worship delightful. He 
reconciles to God, introduces us into the 
olivine presence, and gives us a tide to 
glory. He fits us to enjoy spiritual 
things, brings down heaven into the hear!:, 
and makes us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light. He de- 
livers from condemnation, rescues from 
hell, and leads all who fly to him to hea- 
ven. He subdues sin's dominion, takes 
away the love of it from the heart, and 
we become dead to it. He sends the Holy 
Spirit to wash us with the washing of re- 
generation, to lead us into the truth, and 
to seal us to the day of redemption. He 
comes himself and takes possession of the 
heart* reigns in the affections, and sanctifies 
the whole man. He brings tiie Father into 
die soul, who sheds abroad his love, mani- 
feflts relationship, and Ftoulise b restored 
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the soul is made like a watered gaideiiv jtj 
and gladness is found therein, thanksgiTxng 
and the voice of melody. Gfnilt is rentcyved 
by an application of the atonement, sin's 
dominion is destroyed by the leigmn^ 
power of grace, and tiie love of sin is taken 
away by fellowship with him in his sfflSBer-* 
ings. The sinner is ftoto reconciled to 
God, the conscience is made tender of sin- 
ning, and the soul is justified from all 
things. In a word, he cures internally, by 
the implantation of his. graces ; makes us 
consistent externally, by teaching us to 
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts ; and 
constraining us to live soberly, rigMeoudj, 
and godly in the present world ; and saves 
us eternally, by his righteousness, blood** 
shedding, and death. All this, Jesus does 
for sinners ; for all sinners who are made 
willing to fly to him, believe on him, and 
receive from him the riches of grace ; all 
this Jesus does freely without money and 
without price ; nothing is required of tiie 
sinner as a condition but a simple wiUing- 
ness to receive, a desire to enjoy, a seeking 
to possess by humble, earnest prayer ; and 
even this is his gift, it flows from the gra- 
cious work of the Holy Spirit in the heavtv 
and is thf* pflfcct of the drawing of Ike 
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Fatiiear; as it is written, "Every one that 
hatii heard and learned of the Father com- 
eth unto me : bat no man can come to me 
except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him : all that the Father giveth me shall 
oome to me, and him that cometh J will in 
no wise cast out." There ia life in Christ 
for every willing soul. He is a perfect 
Swriour, a propitiation for our sins, the only 
way by which sinners can approach to God 
with acceptance and comfort. In his per- 
son, blood, righteousness, death, and inter- 
cession is a perfect remedy for sinners, let 
their state, case, or condition be what it 
may. This then is the REMEDY, the 
oiri.T remedy that God has provided for sin 
and sinners, and all who flee unto it, and 
by ftdth msj^e use of it, are cured for ever- 
more. Are you coming to Jesus? Are 
you seeking (Jod's remedy? Or, are you 
careless still? How important, yea, how 
infinitely important is the enquiry. My 
fellow-sinner, let conscience do its oflice, be 
honest with thyself for once, and ask. Am I 
commg to Jesus ? If you axe not coming 
to him, you are living at a distance from 
him, and if you are satisfied so to live, let 
me tell you, you are satisfied to live a 
stranger to real happiness now ; destitut'^ 
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of hope for die future ; and under the 
threatening and curse of GkxL And awful 
to Bay, but not more awful than true ; Hy- 
ing alid dying in such a state, you will have 
your portion in the lake that bumeth with 
brimstone and fire. " Consider this ; ye that 
forget Gbd, lest he tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver. This shall ye 
have at my hands* saith the Lord, ye shall 
lie down in sobrow." O GK)d the Holy 
Spirit, draw sinners to Jesus, for healing 
health, and everlasting salvation. 

Come trembling, downcast, sin-disordered loiily 
To Jesus come, he makes poor sinners whole ; 
The blessings of salvation ne'll impart. 
To all who seek him with a longing heart, 
Fear not that he will spam you firom his throne^ 
Though you at best can only sigh and groan. 
He will m you his richest grace display. 
And lead you to the realms of endless day. 
He*ll pardon, justify, and give you peace, 
He'll fill you with the treasure of his grace ; 
O all ye poor and needy sinners come, 
To Jesus Christ, and heaven shall be your home. 
There shall you hear his voice and see his face, 
Rejoicing in the riches of his grace ; 
tJnite with saints and angels round the throne. 
To bless and praise Uie sacred Thkee in One. 
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ASA'S PRAYER. 

" And Asa cried unto the Lord his Ood, 
and said. Lord, it is nothing with thee to 
help, whether with many, or with them 
that have no power ; help us, O Lord our 
God ; for we rest on thee, and in thy name 
we go against this multitude. O Lord, 
thoii art our Grod; let not man prevail 
against thee." 2 Chron. xiv. 1 1 • 

" And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, 
and said," — Here is, first, a discovery of 
covenant interest, it was his God, not only 
the God of Israel, or of his fathers, but hit 
own God. The God whom he knew, loved, 
and worshipped. The (rod whom he trust- 
ed, believed, and adored. His God, who 
bad invited him to approach him in trouble* 
who had promised to hear prayer put up in 
distress, who stood engaged to deliver to 
the glory of his name," Ps. 1. 15. His 
God, whom he had proved on former occa- 
sions, and whose mighty acts he had read 
with pleasure and joy. His Grod, who con- 
quered Egypt, divided the sea, led his peo- 
ple through the wilderness, and planted 
them in the promised land. His Grod, who 
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raised him to the throne, gave him his law 
to direct him, his prophets to encourage 
him, and his priests to officiate for him. 
His Grod, who had given him &ith in his 
word, love to his cause, and hope in his 
mercy. 

Here is, secondly, the improvement of 
covenant interest in a time of trouble — 
"He cried unto the Lord his God, and 
said." To whom should he cry out of 
wrong, but to the great Avenger ; to whom 
for succour, but to his God and friend ; to 
whom for salvation, but to his great Deli- 
verer ? "He cried," not to man, mark his 
wisdom ; " To the Lord," see his faith. It 
is the work of true and living faith, to lead 
the perplexed, tried, and troubled Christian 
to the Lord in every time of trouble. 
" Nature to nature lesuis, but faith to Qod 
directs." Carnal reason would lean on 
Egypt, or rely on Ethiopia ; but 

** Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees. 
And trusts in God alone ; 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And says it shall be dona" 

"Lord! it is nothing for thee to help, 
whether with many, or with them that have 
no power." All things are alike easy to 
omnipotence ; faith sees this, and the' Lord 
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the Holy Ghost leads us in troubles, pecu- 
liar troubles, to plead it. What are ene- 
mies to the Lord ? What are instruments ? 
Or what is human power } This, this is 
the work of faith, to survey, and to look 
beyond all, simply to the Lord, " to whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is mighty." 
His almighty word confounds, the devices 
of the crafty, blasts the deep-laid schemes 
of enemies, loosens the loins of kings, and 
makes armies melt away as snow when the 
sun arises. Before his word difficulties 
vanish, obstacles remove, and apparently 
insurmountable barriers fly away like a 
bird. Every hillock is levelled, each moun- 
tain becomes a plain, and the mighty ocean 
sc^d land. All things are possible, yea, 
easy to him with whom we have to do ; to 
whom we pray ; and in prayer it becomes 
us to view omnipotent power, infinite wis- 
dom, and eternal love, as ready to make us 
blest. Let us not, then, look at weakness 
or power, at nimibers either great or small, 
at probabilities or improbabihties, but sim- 
ply to the Lord, who says, " Call upon me 
in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me." 

" Help us, O Lord our God." Never is 
deliverance nearer, or more certain, than 
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when we despair of help from self, or from 
any creature, and expect it only from the 
Lord. Herein is the Lord honoured, flesh 
mortified, hith. exercised, and an opportunity 
offered for omnipotence to display itself on 
our behalf. But did ever any self-despair- 
ing soul cry to the Lord for help in vain ? 
Neyer ! Bather shall heaven and earth pass 
away, than Gkxl fedsify his word, or turn a 
deaf ear to the cry of his people, in want, 
trouble, or distress. " I will deUver." Here 
Jehovah stands pledged ; here we see the 
praying soul secured. "For we rest on 
thee, and in thy name go against this mul- 
titude." Here is the mighty, the irresisti- 
ble argument, " We rest on thee." The 
love, the fEuthfulness. the promise, the om- 
nipotence of God, form a rock on which the 
bdiever can rest with safety ; a fortress to 
which he can repair with confidence ; a de- 
fence in which he can trust, though earth 
and hell assail him. When by feith we 
rely, depend, or " rest " on the Lord, the 
cause becomes his, it is transferred from 
us ; and his honour, his glory, his praise, 
bind him to effect our deliverance. " We 
rest on thee." Here is our safety, here our 
consolation, here our bliss ; we have Gk>d, a 
covenant God, who is engaged to fight our 
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btittles, supply oui* wants, shield our per- 
Bons, and save our souls; and not ours 
only, but all who believe on him, trust in 
him, and call upon him. O blessed secu- 
rity ! O glorious privilege ! O the wonders 
of the grace of Grod ! Here is a worm de- 
fended by the Lord of hosts — a shaking leaf 
supported by the upholder of the world — a 
poor, worthless, and erring mortal, delivered 
by the high and lofty One that inhahiteth 
eternity! O the hlessedness of the believing 
soul ! Gb'acious, gracious God ! give us to 
rest on thee ! 

" In thy name we go against this multi- 
tude." In this we shelter, on this we trust ; 
this is our armour of defence ; it is not to 
be Asa's valour, nor Israel's courage, but 
the Lord's name ; if we conquer, thou hast 
the praise ; if we are ruined, thy name will 
suffer. We depend, we trust, we rely on 
this alone ; and if it is not sufficient, our 
enemies will overcome ; but what wilt thou 
do unto thy great name ? " The name of 
the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous 
runneth into it and are safe." 

" Let not man prevail against thee." 
When once we have put our cause into the 
lord's hand by fedth, it is no more ours but 
his. He accepts it when man resigns it 
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and we resign it, when we rest in him. As 
the child rests on its parent's wisdom, love, 
and power ; as the client rests on his coun- 
sel ; as the monarch rests on his armies, so 
does the heliever rest on his Gk)d, and says, 

" No other stay have I beside ; 
If this can alter, I must fall." 

And now it is, "let not men prevail 
against thee." The Christian, and the 
Saviour on whom he rests, are one ; their 
cause, t^eir interest, their security one ; 
and because Jesus lives, he shall live also. 
O how blessed it is when we can see ovr 
persons one with Jesus' person, otur cause 
one with his, our concerns identified with 
his ; to find ourselves rooted in Christ, 
built up in him, and to be assured that cm: 
God will give us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May you thus pray, 
thus rest, and thus argue, and you shall 
als(^ conquer every foe. 

Whoever now in Christ believes, 

His righteousness and strength obtains. 

The kingdom in his heart receives, 
And conquerer of the world he reigns, 

Sees all his foes with shanie submit, 

And satan bruised beneath his feet. 
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THE ELECT OF GOD. 

How surprizing the grace, how astonish- 
ing the fact, that sinners, enemies to God, 
and children of wrath, should be elect of 
Grod ! It frequently appears too good to be 
true, and I find it hard to believe, that such 
a poort vile, worthless sinner as I am, ar* 
rested the attention, engaged the thoughts, 
and filled the mind of Jehovah from ever- 
lasting. That his eye, his heart, and his 
purpose were fixed upon me before time be- 
gan. That he chose me in Christ, before 
he spake the world into existence, or mani- 
fested his creating power. That he chose 
me in the foreview of all that I should be» 
and do» as a vile rebellious son of Adam. 
That he chose me to be holy, blameless, 
and happy, in and through Jesus my be- 
loved Lord. O the wonders of reigning 
grace ! Here it shines forth in its glory, 
purity, and independance. Here it works, 
opposes, and triumphs ; works in the sin- 
ner, opposes his sins and foes, and triumphs 
over aJl. Great is the mystery, and glori- 
ous the scheme. Sinners are separated 
from sinners, united to a living, hfc-giviijr 

o2 
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head, and delivered from wrath through 
him. Chosen in Christ that we might 
know him, love him, worship him, and en- 
joy him; chosen in Christ that we may 
openly profess him, obediently follow him, 
boast of him, and triumph in him ; chosen 
in Christ to be conformed to him, be in- 
habited by him, and clothed with him; 
chosen in Christ to wear his name, bear his 
cross, defend his gospel, and glorify him ; 
chosen in Christ to stand before him, being 
related to him, and share with him in the 
glory which the Father hath giv^i him. 
And can all this be true of one like me ? 
Yes, true of just such ones as thee ; turn 
to the unerring pages and you will read of 
the elect of God groaning under a body of 
sin, cr3dng day and night to God, seeking 
to do good and finding evil present with 
them'. They were tempted as thou art — 
afflicted as thou art — crossed as thou art — 
and felt themselves to be as wretched as 
thou art. Jehovah having chosen us in 
Christ makes us choice ones in the furnace 
of affliction, Isaiah xlviii. 10. "■ The Lord 
trieth the righieous'* We are ordained to 
holiness, and then to happiness : it is 
through much tribulation we are to enter 
th<» !''"'«''--« : though elected to it, we 
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ihust paiia tiirough tribulation to poBsest 
it ; and while thus tried we are to make our 
calling and election sure. 

The doctrine of eternal eleetioii ia aweet 
to the christian, and honourable to Ood. 
Jehorah in the act benefits many, but in* 
iures none. Election ruins none» though it 
secures salvation to thousands. It is as 
merciful as it is sovereign, and as just as it 
is merciful ; rightly viewed, none need cavil 
at it, but the unsanctified heart will heave 
against it. May my soul ever bow to the 
sovereign pleasure of my Qod, both in re- 
ference to my present lot, and endless des« 
tiny ; and may I bow to it with holy reve- 
rence, godly fear, and devout thankfulness : 

" But, O my soul, if truthi >o bright, * 
Should dazzle and confound thy sight i 
Yet still his written will obey, 
And wait the gpreat decisive day." 

Election ever leads to election ; he who 
Is elected of God to be an heir of glory, 
will choose Jehovah to be his Ood and por- 
tion ; he who is elected in Christ will 
choose, prefer, and seek oneness with Jesua 
before all things beside ; he who is elected 
to holiness will love it, seek it, and earnestly 
pray for it The who is elected for God'a 
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glory will seek to glorify God ; he who id 
elected to be the Redeemer's apouse, cx)m- 
panion, and friend, will be brought to know 
the Saviour'B person, love his heaven-mak- 
ing company, and walk with him in firieiid- 
ship and odedience : and he who is elected 
to be a fellow-citizen with the saints and oC 
the household of God, will choose the Lord's 
people for his people, and love and cleave 
to tiiem as the excellent of the earth. En- 
quire, then, what are the objects of my 
choice ? Do I choose Jehovah for my Gk>d, 
Jesus for my Saviour and fiiend, and his 
people for my companions and associates ? 
Hatii Gbd the Holy Ghost led you to see 
the glory, appreciate the value, and taste 
the sweetness of divine things ? Are you 
earnestly desiring, daily seeking, and im- 
portunately praying for them ? If so, bles- 
sed art thou, " God hath blessed thee with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ, according as he hath chos^i you in 
him before the foundation of the world, that 
you should be holy and without bhune be- 
fore him in love : having predestinated you 
to be his adopted child by Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of his will» to 
the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein 
he hath made you accepted in* the beloved/* 
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A SWEET VIEW OF JESUS. 
" Harmless.*' Heb. viii. 26. 

The apostle in the context is exalting 
and extolling the character and office of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as high ])riest of our 
profession : shewing his superiority to Aaron 
and all the other priests who were before 
him. And here, in this verse he sets forth 
Jesus as an high priest suited to us in our 
present peculiar circumstances, and pressing 
necessities ; such an high priest became ur, 
who is holy, harmlkss, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made ' higher than the 
hearens. The truth set forth is this — that 
Jesus as our high priest is perfectly harm- 
less : that he never hath, doth not, nor ever 
will, really hurt or injure any one for whom 
he officiates as a priest. 

When Jehovah at first created the world, 
all things and creatures were truly harm- 
less ; but when sin entered into our world 
every thing was rendered, in consequence of 
the curse of Gk>d, more or less hurtful. If 
we look at the earth, the beasts, birds, and 
plants are hurtful ; if we look at the ele- 
ments, they are hurtful ; if we consider 
what the earth contains in its bowels, its 
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contents are hurtful ; and there is hot om 
OBJECT on which our attention can be fixed, 
or the eyes of our minds rest, that is truly, 
perfectly, and at all times harmless* and 
that is Jesus. He hurts or injures no tme; 
a man cannot be said to be hurt if justice is 
done him and his cause ; but if bounty and 
goodness are added to justice in dealing 
with him, he cannot be injured ; but Jesus 
in dealing with the wicked is strictly just, 
but not just alone, for he is good to idl. and 
his mercies are over all his works. What 
doth guilty man deserve, but to be punish- 
ed, to be punished in every part, in the 
highest degree, and that perpetually ? But 
is any man thus dealt with in this land of 
hope ? No ! he always punishes less than 
our iniquities deserve ; then no man can be 
harmed or hurt by Jesus, or his holy go- 
vernment. But, in reference to the Lord's 
beloved family, Jesus says to them, " / will 
do you no hurt,** Jer. xzv. 6. 

He is harmless — ^he never injures us, but 
this is not from want of power ; he has all 
power, for all purposes ; but, bless his holy 
name, his power is guided by his mercy, 
grace, and love, in aU its operations. He 
never uses his power to hurt any one who 
flies for refuge to him, hangs on or hopes in 
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him. If he does not harm as itiis not for 
want of a cause; if we look within and con- 
sid^ the great deep of nature's depravity, 
or if we torn our attention to the fruits and 
effects of the same in our lives, surely there 
is a cause. Justly, very justly might he 
punish and severely hurt us for our hard 
thoughts of him, unscriptural speeches res- 
pecting him, and Qpen rebellion against 
him. What have oiu: lives been, notwith- 
standing the restraints put upon us by his 
grace and providence, but one continued 
scene of sin, rebeUion, and backsliding. O, 
my soul, what mercy! what forbearance! 
what padence does the harmless Jesus ma- 
nifest in his conduct toward thee ! But it 
he hurt us not, it is not for want of oppor^- 
tunities, there are plenty of these; every 
moment of our Hves affords Jesus a cause 
and an opportunity to punish us. But when 
we lie locked in the arms of sleep, or when 
exposed to his storms and tempests without 
shelter or friend, what opportunity he has ; 
but he breaks not the leaf driven to and fro, 
nor does he pursue the dry stubble. Job. 
xiii. 25. Neither is it for want of instru^ 
ments ; he has all these at his uncontrolled 
command; all creation and created beings 
are his servants, to whom he says go, anH 
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they go ; come, and they come. Yet is he 
the HABMLVS8 One stilL 

But on what principles do we account for 
the hormlessness of Jesus? Who is the 
most harmless person in our world ? the 
most humble. But who so humhle as Jesus? 
He was in the form of GxkI, and thought it 
no robbery to be equal with God { yet he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Though 
he was rich, yet for our sakes he became 
poor. The perfection of his humility ren- 
ders him perfectly harmless. On the con- 
trary, pride makes a person most hurtful ; 
and there being a perfection of pride in 
satan, renders him the most hurtful of all 
creatures. Again, hve renders a person 
harmless : if I love a person devotedly and 
constantly, I shall never hurt that person; 
but Jesus loves his people inconceivably, 
devotedly, and uninterruptedly, therefore he 
is harmles to them. There is nothing like 
wrath in his countenance, or hatred in hit 
hearjk, to any of the people for whom he as 
priest officiates ; all is love and only kyvei 
therefore the lamb-like Jesus, who sincerely 
loves them, proves himself harmless to 
them. Once more, the most holy pecson is 
the most harmless ; but Jesus is the minor; 
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fouHtaSn^' and ocean of holiness ; the Holy 
One of Israel. His natures, person, words/ 
fu;ts, and designs, are all most holy. He is 
ri^teous in slQ his ways, and holy in all his 
works. HeisjBotranscendently holy, that he 
cannot be cruel; so truly loving, that he 
cannot be unkind; so perfectly humble, 
that he will not hurt. Blessed Spirit ! lead 
me daily to remember, believe, and rest on 
my harmless' High Priest. 

But can it be proved from the history of 
his church, and the experience of his people, 
that he is harmless ? Yes. It is true, rea- 
son which always wants to see,- and sense 
whiidi always wants to feel, cannot be 
brought at all times to acknowledge it : yet 
fedth is satisfied ; and when the believer, in 
a season of holy calmness and composure 
reviews his journey, and the dealings of his 
Redeoner with hun, he subscribes to the 
fact and says, "my sins, my friends, my 
backslidings have often hurt me, but Jesus 
never did." When sense and reason reads 
the hbtory of holy men, it asks, " When 
Joseph was separated from his £a,ther, cast 
kito the pit, sold for a slave, falsely 
accused, unjustly imprisoned, and cruelly 
punished for years, until the iron entered 
into his soul, was he not hurt ? " No, 8e~ 
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him in the second chariot, Lord of all the knd 
of Egypt ; hear the peq)le cry before him, 
*' Abrech, Abredi, tender father, tender £ei* 
ther ; " and acknovledge him ab " Zaphneth-r 
paaneah, the sayiour of th6 world," and say, 
was he hurt ? Hear his own testimony in 
his address to his guilty brethren, " Now, 
therefore, be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourselves, that ye sold me hither : for Grod 
did send me before you to preserve life." 
Surely he had never made such an acknow- 
ledgement, nor have thus addressed \m 
brethren, if he had concluded he was hurt. 
Again, look at Job, reduced from a throne 
to an ash-heap, from opulence to poverty, 
from health to disease, from pleasure to 
pain, from respect to reproach, from the 
highest honour to the greatest degradation : 
his seat a dung-hill, his body putrified, his 
soul distressed, his children slain, his pro- 
perty lost, satan let loose upon him» his 
friends turned against him, and Qod hides 
his hce from him ; but is he hurt ? is Jesus 
otherwise than harmless ? Oh no ! the end 
crowns the whole ; and we have hettrd of 
the patience of Job, we have seen the end 
of the Lord, that he is very pitiful and of 
tender mercy. He was tried, reproved, pu- 
rified, re-visited by his God» raised from his 
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low estate, exalted abofe his fiieiids» made a 
conqueror of «atan, and was blessed in his 
latter end more than his beginning. Was 
this to harm hini ? Did this prove his God 
unkind ? No, quite the reverse. Thus we 
might adduce instances without number, 
from the Church in every age and state, 
but the whole history of the Lord's feunily 
is one united testimony to the truth of our 
subject, that Jesus is harmless. 

And now ye children of my God, ye ser- 
vants of the Lord, and those of you who 
liave been most tried, most afflicted, most 
hardly done by, bring in your bills, muster 
your charges, produce your strong reasons, 
and show that Jesus is otherwise than 
harmless. Are you all silent ? yes, sure I 
am, that not one of the Lord's truly regene- 
rated people will in their right minds en- 
deavour to do this. True, in a fit of un- 
belief, or when sorely beset by satan, they 
may be led to think inconsistently and 
speak rashly in reference ti) this subject; 
but in their better moments they will con- 
fess their folly, entreat pardon of the Lord, 
and retract tiieir injurious statements. O 
my soul, hast thou anything to oppose? 
thou hast been tried sorely, exercised deep- 
ly, and tempted variously, but has Jesup 



222 A 8WEET yiew OP jEsua. 

harmed tb.ee f Never! He has done me 
good and not evil all the days of my life ; 
and though he has taken away my idols, 
frustrated my designs, and broken off my 
purposes, yet he has not injured me at all ; 
and blessed be God, I can say with Mieah, 
though upon a very different gromid* 
<*Now I know that the Lord will do me 
good." Judges xvii. 13. 

Jesus, tbe name to sinners dear. 

The name to sinners given ; 
It scatters all their guilty fear ; 

It turns their hell to heaven. 

Jesus the prisoners* fetters breaks. 
And bruises Satan's head ; 
« Power into strengthless souls it speaks. 
And life into the dead. 

O that my Jesu's heavenly charms. 

Might every bosom move ! 
Fly, sinners, fly into those arms 

Of everlasting love. 

His only righteousness I show. 

His saving truth proclaim ; 
»Ti8 all my business here below 

To cry " Behold the Lamb.»' * 

Happy, if with my latest breath, 

I may but gasp his name ! 
Preach him to all, and cry in death 

Behold' behold the Lamb ! 
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The fruitful source of my misery is dis- 
tanoe from my God; my happiness and 
petboe spring from his presence; and yet 
how wiUing I seem to live at a sensible dis-* 
trace from him. Frequently satan sug- 
gests, and my heart seems to believe, that 
it is vain to draw near to him, call upon 
him, or wait before him ; but sweet experi- 
ence has often proved the contrary. It is 
good to draw near to him when I feel my 
weakness, for he is a strength to the poor, 
and a strength to the needy in distress; 
and his strength is put forth in his people's 
weakness. It is good to draw nigh to him 
when cast do\)('n and distressed, for the 
light of his countenance puts joy into the 
heart, and rejoicing into the soid ; and he 
saith to his poor backsliding, dark, and 
miserable people, " Awake, thou that sleep- 
est, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light." It is good to draw 
nigh to him when the enemy comes in 
like a flood, for he has said, that his 
Spirit shall lift up a standard against 
hun. It is good to draw nigh when 



224 COMMUNIOM WITH OOD. 

our graces wither and comforts declme, 
for he will revive his work in the midst 
of the years, and make known both his 
power and his love. It is good to draw 
nigh when perplexed and filled with con- 
fufflon ; for he saith, " I will instruct thee, 
and teach thee in the way which thou 
shalt go : I will counsel thee, mine eye 
shall be upon thee." It is good to draw 
nigh in 'prospect of sickness, death, and the 
grave ; for he will make all our bed, give us 
the victory, and make us more than con- 
querors through his love. 

It is indeed good, for I find it unburdens 
the mind, relieves the spirits, and comforts 
the heart. It exercises my graces, leads 
me to trust in the Lord, and weans me from 
the things of time. It leads me to be fa- 
miliar with the Lord, increases my confi- 
dence in Grod, and banishes legal fears from 
my soul ; it sweetens crosses, makes losses 
bearable, and emboldens me to face my 
foes. It prevents many evOs, leads me to 
the word to learn God's mind, and is a 
channel through which I receive many 
blessings. 

It is good for me to draw nigh to Gk)d. 
I am such • a poor, weak, dependant, mise- 
rable creature, that unless I receive comfort 
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from another, I must be miserable ; and, O 
blessed be God ! there is comfort endless 
comfort stored up in Jesus, for such misera- 
ble sinners as me. To me, Jesus says, 
'* Come, abide, ask, take, deink, I will 
GIVE." Shall I then stay poring over self, 
sin, and creatures ? Nay, rather let me 
haste to Jesus, who waits to be gracious, 
who is exalted to shew mercy to such as 
me. Shall I listen to satan, unbelief, or the 
world ? Nay, rather let me listen to Jesus, 
whose voice is sweet, his words verity, and 
his invitations gracious: to Jesus, who calls 
because he loves, gives to all whom he 
calls, and refuses none, however wretched, 
however base, however undeserving, who 
come pleading his mercy, merit, and 
word. 

It is good to draw nigh to God. Jehovah 
in Jesus is the fountain of goodness, from 
whom flow streams which make glad the 
city of God. Jehovah in Jesus is a father, 
who pities, cares for, and will supply his 
praying children with all necessary good. 
He has pledged himself to withhold no good 
thing from them that walk uprightly ; and 
though the lions may lack and suffer hun- 
ger, they that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing. There is no real, spiritual. 
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lasting good in creatures ; all is in Jesus onr 
Gkxl ; therefore, O, my soul, do thou draw 
nigh to him. Blessed Jesus, draw me near 
thee. Holy Spirit, lead me continually to 
my Father's throne, and let me have oom- 
munion with the Father and the Son ; O 
may I ever find it good to draw nigh to 
God in every trouhle, difficulty, and danger; 
in life and death may I say it is ooob to 
draw nigh to Gbd. Amen. 

Eternal Sun of righteousness, 

Display thy beams divine, 
And cause the glory of thy face 

Upon my heart to ahine. 

Light in thy light, O may I see, 

Thy grace and mercy prove, 
Reviv'd and cheer'd and bleat by thee ; 

The God of pardoning love. 

Lift up thy countenance serene. 

And let thy happy child 
Behold, without a cloud between, 

The godhead reconciled. 

That all-comprising peace bestow 
On me, through grace forgiv'n; — 

The jo3rs of holiness below. 
And then the joy» of heav'n 1 
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FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD. 

First. — ^FdloDVBhip sapposes knowledge. 
There can be no fellowship with God, with- 
out a knowledge of God. The gospel brings 
the true laiowledge of God to men, and un- 
der the teaching of the Holy Spirit, we re- 
ceive into our hearts the knowledge of Je<- 
hovah in Jesus, the m^Muf ester of God. Here 
we behold his glory, beauty, and excellen- 
cy. His terror does not make us afraid, nor 
is his hand heavy upon us. We see justice 
-without a frown, holiness without a thun- 
derbolt, veracity without terror, love beam- 
ing witii brightness, grace clothed in royal- 
ty, and mercy stoopmg to do every kind 
office for the vile, miserable, and unworthy. 
There is nothing to alarm, terrify, or dis- 
may U8 ; but everything to attract, invite, 
and draw us to our Father's feet. Eternal 
love says, " Come ;** free grace says, " Take;*' 
justice says, **Fear not;" holiness says,"^e 
fwrf terrified ;" truth says, '* Take courage ;" 
and mercy says, "All that Jesus has, or God 
can consistently give, is yours** Each of the 
Divine Persons in Jehovah b revealed as at 
peace with us through the blood of the 

f2 
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cross; and every covenant blessing is se- 
cured to us by the faithfulness of the Eter- 
nal Three. When this knowledge of Jesus 
is received into the heart, then the founda- 
tion of fellowship is laid, and the super- 
structure will be sure to be reared. 

Second. — In order to fellowship there 
must be friendship, I must not only know 
something of Jehovah, but I must feel 
something toward Jehovah. The enmity of 
the carnal mind must be subdued. Love to 
the Most High must be generated, and then 
friendship with Jehovah commences. Then 
we desire to know him fully, enjoy him 
spiritually, walk with him daily, please him 
constantly, submit to him incessantly, obey 
him universally, and to be conformed to his 
will entirely. Then we seek his company, 
crave his teaching, and are willing to be, to 
do, or to suffer anything, so that we may 
but be the friends, the children, the temples 
of God. .Nothing is now to be compared 
with, or put in the place of Mendship with 
God, devotedness to God, and the enjoy- 
ment of God in an experimental and spi- 
ritual manner. 

Third. — ^Fellowship supposes jom^ inter ^ 
est, BJid joint engagerneni. They who h^ve 
fpllriwciiin ^j^ Jehovah are interested in 
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Jehovah. They have an interest in his 
eternal love, in his ancient covenant, in his 
merciful decrees, in his gracious provision, 
in his glorious gospel, and in his spiritual 
operations. They are interested in all God 
hath done, is doing, or will do as a cove- 
nant Grod and gracious Father : in all he 
does he has his eye on them, is concerned 
for them, and consults their good. O glori- 
ous mystery ! O delightful information ! 
O stupendous mercy ! But Jehovah also is 
interested in them ; he is interested in their 
persons which he has formed for himself, 
redeemed hy the hlood of Immanuel, and 
new created by the energy of the Comfort- 
er ; he is interested in dieir love, in their 
wants, troubles, trials, persecutions, temp- 
tations, afflictions and death ! Yea, there 
is nothing belonging to a believer but what 
Jehovah is interested in, and concerned 
about, from the tiny trifles of to-day to the 
ponderous concerns of eternity ; from the 
feeble flutterings of anxiousness, to the re- 
demption of the immortal spirit; all and 
everything that concerns them, their hea- 
venly Father is interested in, and concerned 
about. • O if the Lord's family did but be- 
lieve this, that the minutest thing that 
belongs to them, the least circumstance of 
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their lives, and everytiimg connected wffii 
Hiat circumstance, is a matter of concan to 
Jehovah, how happy would tiiiey live, how 
cheerfully would they pass along the journey 
of life and commit aU to the keeping of dieir 
God ! Christian, what a thought is this ! 
a sinner interested in all that a covenant 
Ood isy has, and does; and a covenant €k>d 
interested in all that a sinner », has, suffers, 
and does likewise. But is it true ^ Yes, in 
reference to the former, Paul declares, **A1} 
things are for your sakes," 2 Cor. iv. 15 ; 
" All things shall work together for ytmr 
good," Rom. viii. 28 ; *' All things are 
yours,** 1 Cor. iii. 21 — 23. And in refer- 
ence to the latter, Isaiah assures us, '* Thnt 
in all our afflicitions he is affiicted," laedah 
bdii. 9. He is engaged for us hy promise, 
oath, and blood, and we become engaged to 
him and for him by promise, profession, and 
love. He is engaged to teach, lead, supply, 
protect, deliver, and glorify us, and we are 
engaged to serve, honour, reverence, ac- 
knowledge, praise, follow, imitate, and 
glorify lum, in our bodies and spirits, wlsch 
are his. Our engagement to, and for ham, 
springs from, and is secured by, his enga^ge^ 
ment to, and for us. His is the cause, onrs 
the effect , and our engagement to, and Ibr 
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him* if hearty, is the evidence that he is 
engaged for us. Let all flesh hless his holy 
name for ever and ever. 

Fourth. — ^FelloT^hip embraces ^'o«n< com- 
mumcaUon, Jehovah communicates to the 
sinner his spirit, and the sinner siirrenders 
to Jehomh his body, soul, and spirit. The 
Lord communicates to the soul grace, light, 
and comfort; and the soul communicates 
to the Lord its fears, desires, and praises. 
The Lord 6)mmunicates to the soul 
strength, holiness, and peace ; and the soul 
lenders to the Lord grateful acknowledge- 
ments, loving obedience, and hearty thanks- 
giving. The sinner brings to the Lord his 
siost poverty, griefs, and woes; and the 
XiOird bestows pardon, riches, relief, and 
consolation, llie sinner sees Jehovah in 
Christ, and Jehovah sees the sinner in 
Christ. The Lcnrd says, " I have loved 
thee* and therefore with loving kindness 
have I drawn thee." The sinner says, " I 
love the Lord because he hath heard my 
voice and my supplication." The Lord 
says, " Thou shalt no more be termed for- 
saken ; but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, 
my delight is in her." The soul says, " I 
have said unto the Lord, thou art my Lord, 
my goodnesS} my fortress, my deliverer, ir- 
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shidd, and my high tower. I will loi^ 
thee, O Lord, my strength." Jehovah says 
of Christ, " Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold, mine elect in whom my soul 6e- 
lighteth ; " and the sinner says, " My be- 
loved is white and ruddy, the chiefest 
among ten thousand ; his moudi is most 
sweet, yea, he is altogether lovely," The 
Lord delights in his people, and his people 
delight in him. The people are the portion 
of the Lord, and the Lord is the portion of 
the people. The Lord is all to the people, 
and the people are all to the Lord. Tliey 
have fellowship one with another. 

Fifth. — In fellowship there is 'sympathy 
experienced and manifested. Love begets 
love. " W^ love him because he first loved 
us." When the soul is grieved, the Lord 
feels. His soul was grieved for the misery 
of Israel, Judges x. 16. When the Lord is 
dishonoured, the believer grieves ; when 
God is glorified, the Christian is made glad. 
The head and members mutually sympa- 
thize with each other, and real friends sym- 
pathize with each other also. The concerns 
of the Lord are merged in the concerns of 
his church, Deut. xxxii. 26, 27. Oh what 
wondrous grace ! Jehovah sympathizes 
with, and feels for, sinful dust and ashes ! 
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He calls us to fellowship with himself by 
his gospel ; fits us for it by the new creat- 
ing power of his Spirit ; and brings us to 
the enjoyment of it to the praise of the 
glory of his grace. But do I live in fellow- 
ship with God ? Have I a spiritual know- 
ledge of him ? Am I in friendship with 
him ? Am I engaged to him ? Are my 
interests his ? And are his interests mine ? 
Do I communicate to him my sorrows, my 
cares, my desires, my praises, my troubles, 
and my all ? Do I receive his Spirit, his 
grace, his comforts, his love, his word ? 
Do I S3nnpathize with him ? is that grief to 
me, which is represented to grieve him? 
Do I walk in the ])ght as he is in the light, 
and find the blood of Jesus cleanse me from 
aU sin? 1 John i. 3 — 7. If so, then assu- 
redly I am a happy character. But if I 
know nothing of these things, then, (O 
awful!) THEK my religion is a dream, a 
&ncy, a delusion. All believers are called 
to the fellowship of the Son of God, 1 Cor. 
i. 9. They have communion with the Holy 
Ghost, 2 Cor. xiii. 14 ; Phil. ii. 1, and are 
only happy as they can say to those who 
profess Jesus around them, " Have fellow- 
abip with us, for truly our fellowship is 
wi^ the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
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Christ/' 1 John i. 8. But perhaps some 
may read this paper who cannot say they 
have fellowship with God thus : but are 
you seeking it ? are you thirsting for it ? is 
it. the desire of your soul? If so, remem- 
ber we were all but seekers once ; time was 
when the most favoured saint could only 
say» "O that I did but know, love, and 
live in fellowship with Jehovah» Father, 
Son, and Spirit !" To you I say, yet not I, 
but the Lord, "Seek, and ye shall find; 
ask, and ye shall receive; strive, and .ye 
shall enter ; call, and ye shall be answered, 
for I wait to be gracious." Give not way 
then to despondency, but look to the Lord« 
and you shall be lightened^ and be delivered 
from all your fears. 

Jesus, my all in all thon art, 
My rest in toil, my ease in pain ; 

The medicine of my broken heart, 
In war, my peace, — in loss, my gain ; 

My smile beneath the tyrant's frown, 

In shame, my glory, and my crown. 

In want my plentiful supply,. 

In weakness my almighty power ; 
In bonds, my perfect, liberty, 

My light in satan's darkest hour, 
In grief my joy unspeakable, 
My life in death* my heaven in helL 
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ON DESIRES 

I PiWD much oi my religioii stands m 
desires ; I often examine myself lest I 
should rest short of the mark, and it is 
often the case that aU I can find is a desire.. 
I desire to prefer Jesna to all things else, 
but I cannot actually do so at all times, yet 
still I desire : I desire to love Jesus with all 
my heart, soul, mind, and strength, to love 
him so as I never loved anything beside ; 
but often it is only the desire : I desire to 
prize and enjoy Jesus, not only to use him 
as a shelter from the storm, a covert from 
the wind, and a hiding place from my foes ; 
but to find him the banquet of my aoul, my 
dainty meat, my treasure, all things in one: 
but ofben I do but desire, for what I wotdd 
I do not; I desire to honoub, globift,. 
and FBAisB him, in all and everything I do, 
but often I find I do some tlungs which 
dishonour him, and other things without 
even thinking of his glory. I desire to be 
more and more separated and dead to the 
world, and increasingly alive to the things 
of Gk>d: but all I find is the desire, I 
would but cannot. 



236 ON DESIRES. 

Shall I then despond because this is thet 
case ? No ; let me turn to the book of God 
for information ; here I find Nehemiah 
speaking of himself, and others of the 
spiritual Israel, and he saith, "O Lord I 
beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive 
to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to 
fear thy name,'* Neh. i. 11. It seems he 
could not say who do fear, but who desire 
to fear thy name. "The desire of the 
humble is heabu by the Lord," Ps. x, 17. 
"Is BEFOBB the Lord," Ps. xxxviii. 9. 
" And their desires shall be FXTLFiLLsn by 
the Lord," Ps. cxlv. 19. He will give 
them their hearts desire, and not withold 
the request of their lips. 

It is a token for good, if the Lord have 
given us good desires; and an evidence 
that we possess a divine nature. Desires 
cannot be forced, they spring from nature, 
and betray the character of the nature from 
which they proceed; if they are earthly, 
carnal and sensual, so is the nature in 
which they originate ; if they are spiritual 
holy and heavenly, so is the nature from 
which they spring. But those desires 
which spring from a new nature are habi- 
tual, not merely produced by a sermon, 
affliction, or any external thing, but flowing 
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from the fountain of nature, they continue 
and abide ; they flow, and will flow, until 
they are satisfied by the possession of the 
blessings desired. The holy Spirit is the 
author of them ; from the hidden man of 
the heart they proceed ; to Jesus they go 
forth; on spiritual and heavenly things 
they fix; and until supplied can never be 
quenched. Reader, what is the chabacter 
of the prevaiHng desires of your mind? 
What are you longing for and seeking to 
possess ? Is it to know Christ, to be con- 
formed to him, to be filled with his love, 
and to be made a lasting monument of his 
grace ? If so your desires and mine are 
alike, and we shall never be satisfied until 
. we awake up in our Lord's likeness, and 
enter into the possession of our Lord's 
glory. But while thus desiring^ and seek- 
ing, and waiting, we are encouraged by our 
Lord, who satisfieth the lonqino soul, 
and filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 
It is for us to pray without ceasing, expect 
without doubting, wait without murmuring, 
and we shall be filled to our perfect satis- 
faction. God is futhful who never begets 
a spiritual desire in any soul to disappoint 
it, but who always filleth the hungry with 
good things, though the rich may be se- 
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away empty. Bless God, then, for the de- 
sire; follow on till you possess the hlessing; 
and, though hope deferred, may make the 
heart sick, yet when the desire cometii it 
will be a tree of life. It may appear to 
tarry, but it will come, for the desire of the 
righteous shall be granted. The greatest 
saints were once no more than humble de- 
sirers ; and they who have the brightest 
evidences now, had once no evidence more 
than a desire : they sought more, and they 
obtained ; and we shall know, if we fol- 
low on to know the Lord, for his goings 
forth are prepared as the morning, and 
he will come unto us as the former and 
latter rain upon the earth. 

Father of Jesus Christ the Just 
My Friend and advocate with thee, 

Pity a soul that fain would trust 
In him who lor'd and died for me : 

But only thou canst make him knovm^ 
And in my heart reveal thy Son. 

The Gift unspeakable impart ; 

Conunand the light of fsith to shine; 
To shine in my dark drooping heart. 

And fill me with the life divine : 
Now Md the new creation be ; 
O God, let there be faith in me. 
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. SOLILOQUIES. 

O MT soul at what a distance art thou 
living from thy God, thy Saviour, and thy 
all ! How long is it silice thou wast privi- 
ledged to enjoy nearness to thy dear Lord, 
and experience the sweet, consoling, de- 
lighting, satisfying, quickening, refreshing, 
and devoting presence of thy heavenly 
Father: and that sweet, Christ-endearing 
fellowship with Jehovah which thou usedst 
to enjoy. O that the Lord would come 
down as rain on the mown grass, and 
sweetly soften, refresh, and fructify my 
barren heart ! " Quicken me, O Lord ac- 
cording to thy word." What is life? 
What is religion, without nearness, inti- 
macy, and &ect fellowship with Gk)d in 
Christ? What are ordinances, or duties, 
imless I meet my God in them, and taste 
his love ? I do indeed feel weary of being 
at a di&tanoe from the Lord, and feel 
willing to be, or do, anything to enjoy his 
love. But Jesus must be all ; it must be 
what Jesus is, and not what Jesus gives, 
Jesus and not comfort must be exalted, 
extolled, and be very high. 
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I want to receive alljrom God, and es- 
pecially truth from the Lord, because I con- 
ceive tiiat the truths that come directly from 
the Lord, have a sanctifying effect : they 
convince me more deeply of my want of 
conformity to^ the holy law of God. They 
produce self loathing, self abhorrence, and 
self surrender, or the surrender of the whole 
man to Jehovah to be his to work in, 
and to work btf. They lay the soul low be- 
fore God in humility, and lead me to justify 
God, condemn self, reverently to receive his 
written word, cautiously to walk in his 
ways, and to pity, pray for, and love others 
ratiier than condemn, despise, or look above 
them. They generate a fear of God; a fear 
of misunderstanding him in his word, ft fear 
of dishonouring him in heart or life, and a 
fear lest he should leave us to ourselves, to 
satan, to our enemies, or friends. They 
meekeii the spirit so that it bows to 
Jehovah's sovereign will, and produces a 
satisfaction with what pleases God. What 
comes from God seems often to stir up the 
evil principles of my nature, it opposes and 
condemns all sin in me, and sets me aift a 
mark for satan's arrows ; for against such 
favoured individuals he will level allliis 
artillery, and endeavour by fraud or foroito 
lead*"' *Tay. 
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What comes from God, does, in a word, 
make us homble, prayerful, watchful, thank- 
ful, diligent, loving, believing, and zealous 
for our Gk>d. But I must remember, lest I 
should be deceived, that satan can transform 
himself into an angel of light, and by his 
errors and energy produce mock humility, 
£edse zeal, will worship, neglecting the 
body, ] atural fidth, spurious charity, carnal 
candour, and pretended gratitude, or blind 
thankfulness ; therefore I must not decide 
hastily in reference to others, or by their 
appearances, and perhaps in many instances 
better not decide at all, but pray and leave 
it to the Lord to do so. . O Lord, grant me 
the oommunieations of thy grace and Spirit, 
initi9ict me, and lead me into all truth ; 
naveil to my mind the beauties of thy fece, 
divorce my heart from all -things beside 
thyself, and give me to live in Christ, on 
Christ, to Christ, and for Christ, until 
called up to be for ever with thee. Amen. 

The Lord Jesus scans to leave me, to 
hide himself from me, and refuses to mani- 
fest himself to me. O how dissatisfied I 
am, yet not diissatisfied enough. How mise- 
rable I feel, yet not miserable enough. How 
Testlera I am« and yet not sufficiently rest 

Q 
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less. I miss mj frieod» my joy, my life, my 
boast, my supporter, my salvation, my 
object, my subject, my light, my peace, my 
home, my rest, my love, my sun, my food, 
my drink, my comfort, my satisfaction, my 
portion, my prospect, my husband, my 
Lord, my way, my king, my brother, my 
Alpha, Omega, my first, last, all in all. 
How can 1 be happy } I am nothing, I have 
nothing, I can do nothing ! It is Jesus thai 
gives me entity, possessions, and ability; 
without him I had better never been bom ; 
if I may not enjoy him I had better never 
have known the way of righteousness ; if I 
must not live in fellowship with him, it 
would have been well for me never to have 
tasted the bliss his presence, words, and 
smiles impart. I now see, feel, and realize 
what Jesus is to me ; it is well at times to 
miss him, it will I hope (Lord grant that it 
may) make me prize him more when I 
again feel his presence and enjoy his love, 
I do love to hcEir of him, to read about him, 
and to have my thoughts filled with him 
although I cannot enjoy him. I am sure I 
love my Saviour, for I am a poor repining, 
unhappy, heartless creature without him. 
None can fill his place, none can be accept- 
ed as a substitute in his room; notUmg 
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can possibly make up for the loss of his 
presence. • Surely he will return shortly^ 
he cannot tarry long ; but my soul cries, O 
LfOrd, how long ? O Holy Spirit, lead my 
mind, affections, and desires more and more 
out after him, to him, and wpofa him ; make 
intercession in me to him with groaning» 
which cannot be uttered ! O never let me 
rest, be satisfied, or quiet without the en- 
joyment of his presence, salvation, and 
love ! O save me from coldness, lukewarm* 
ness, or carelessness ; rather let me be ten* 
fold more miserable than sink into supine* 
ness, lethargy, and indifference ! O H0I7 
Father visit me, precious Lord Jesus with 
tiiy Father come, and make thine ahodt: 
with me ; consecrate my heart, my life, my 
all to thy honour, praise, an4 glory ! I am 
thine, save me, use me, and bless me for 
thy mercy's sake. 

My one desire be this, 

Thy precious love to know ; 
To seek and taste no other bliss. 

No other good below, 

My life, my portion thou, 

Thou all'Sufficient art ; 
My hope, my heavenly treasure now 

Enter and keep my heart. 
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REST. 



What a fliictiiAtiiig» changiDg, wandoiDf 
mind do I possess, I am almost a stranger 
to rest ; I luLve often thought vihea looksig 
at some mercy» if I possessed that I shonld 
be at rest ; I have gained it, bat I wander 
still. Sometimes I am burdened with guilt, 
at others loaded with cares ; now I am un- 
easy from possession, then I am distressed 
from want; now by doing I am grieved, 
then cast down because I cannot perform* 
Blessed Jesus, thou hast said, " Come imto 
me, and I will give th^ rest :" I have oome» 
and have proved thee ftdthfiil ; but alas I I 
am so ficlde, that I wander even from tfaee^ 
I know in my judgment that there is rest 
no where else but at thy feet, yet I seek it 
almost every where beside: verily if thy 
mercy was not great unto the heavens^ 
thou wouldest deny me rest for ev^, as I 
am now deprived of it for a time. Return 
unto thy rest, O my soul : thou hast visited 
thy brethren of Adam's family, and dis- 
covered afresh that there is no rest in the 
world ; thou hast looked in upon professors 
and they are tossed on the troubled waters 
of strife, contention, or coyetousness ; thau 
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hast conversed with many of the Lord's 
family who are gadding about to change 
their way, and there is no rest in their 
BOiols ; return tiien, O my 8oal» to Jesus, 
"whose arms are still opcD., whose throne is 
still accessible, whose inyitation stiU calls 
•thee, and whose promise remains good, " / 
unll ffive the rest." Yes, my wandering 
soul, Jesus will even now receive thee gra- 
ciously, though he may correct thee in 
measure ; he will love thee fredy, though 
fae may keep thee waiting for a time ; he 
will bless thee with peace, forgiveness, and 
rest, though he may try thy pi^ence, thy 
courage, and thy futh. Return, return my 
Boul hoTii all thy wanderings, com^ again 
to* Jesus, and come as thou didst at first, 
burdened, lamenting, and sighing for rest ; 
bis perfect righteousness, meritorious blood, 
tdeanous sufferings, atoning death, and ef- 
fectual intercession form a couch on which 
thy burdened spirit may repose: his dear 
name is refre^iing as ointment poured 
forth, his presence is like the gentle sum- 
ma: showers, his feithfulness like the shel- 
tering rock, and his peace-speaking voice 
like the portals of glory. O silly, sinM, and 
never to be foigiven soul, to wander from 
8Uoh a JesuSk to stray from such a pasture 
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to leave sach a rest, and turn aside frran 
such a Mend ! And* O matdiless Saviour, 
to be willing to receive me after having 
wandered after other lovers, after being 
disappointed in every quarter, and having 
acted like the evil spies, brought up an evil 
report of thee by my wandenng. 

** And wilt thou, cailst thou yet forgire, 
And bid my crimes remove ? 
And shall a pardon'd rebel live, 
To speak thy wonderous loye ? 

Thy pardoning love so free, so sweet. 

Dear Saviour I adore ; 
O keep me at thy sacred feet, 

And let me rove no more." 

My gracious Lord, I do indeed deserve to 
feel resdess when I wander from thee ; and 
I feel that this sin especially carries its own 
punishment with it; all is unsatisfeu^tory, 
disappointing, and distressing when I am 
wandering from thee: I am like Noah's 
dove, there b no rest for the sole of my 
foot: blessed be thy name, even then I 
carry about me evidence that I am not one 
of the world's ravens ; I cannot feed upon 
the carrion of corruption, or rest and find 
pleasure out of thy blessed ark ; I flutter 
from thing to thing, and fret, complain, &id 
fruilt, and look back to former happy daya, 
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and wish I enjoyed them now. My Jesus, 
thou hast won my heart, thou hast divorced 
me from all hut thyself, yet thou . hast left 
me this wandering principle to plague, 
harass and distress me ; like the Canaanites 
of old were to thy typical people, so is this 
disposition to me, a thorn in the eye, a 
pain in the side, and a continual vexation. 
But thou dost remind me in thy word that 
the time will come, when there shall be no 
more the Canaanite in the house of the 
Lord of hosts ; and when my wandering 
mind shall vex me no more, but be for ever 
fixed upon, filled with, and employed to, the 
glory of thy blessed self : then I shall find 
rest, perfect, complete, uninterrupted rest : 
then there will be no thorns in the pillow, 
nor thistles in the bed, no gewgaws to at- 
tract or allure my soul aside, but Jesus will 
Ije my centre, my circumference, my all in 
all. There remaineth therefore a rest for 
the people of God : and until that period ar- 
rives. Lord help me to be daily discovering 
and correcting my errors, reproving my 
wayward mind, and be constantly returning 
to thee. Let not my heart be troubled, 
^ve me fedtib to believe in the Father, and 
also in thee ; and grant that 1 may receive 
tby Spirit, be changed into thy image, en 
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joy thy company, and be filled widi diy loire. 
Thine apostle speaks of being filled with 
the company of thy saints at Rome, Rom. 
XV. 24, and truly the company of aaints 
when they are saint-like is blessed, but 
while I woald prize their company, I would 
especially desire to be filled with thine; 
these are sometimes saint-like but oftener 
sinner-like, but thou art always Jesus-like, 
like thyself and none other, for thou hast 
no rival, nor is there any adequate compari- 
son that can be used to set thee forth, and 
amidst all the changes which take place 
among men and things, it must still be said 
of thee, "BtU thou art the same," Heb. i. 12* 
Dear Redeemer, bring me to and ke^ 
me with thy beautiful flock, and with them 
let me rest at noon, but not at noon only 
but morning, noon and night ; I would rest 
with them on thy bosom while tiaTelling 
from this wilderness to Zion, I would rest at 
the foot of thy cross when beset with sin and 
satan, I would rest at thy gracious throne 
when surrounded with wants and woc8» 
and I would rest on thy promise, thy futh- 
fulness, and unalterable love to my soul 
when beset with foes, or exposed to the 
pitiless storms which often fall upon thy 
church ; but especially I would rest on 
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draw cottJbrt frdm the marriage union 
which subsiftts between thee and my bouI, 
thou ha&t betrothed me unto thee for ever, 
in righteousneBS, and in judgement, and in 
loving-kindness, and in mercies, and in 
faithfulness, and has giyen me the know- 
ledge of thyself. Thou hast made it the 
duty of the man to love his wife as him- 
self, because they are no more twain but 
one flesh; and wilt not thou love me as 
thyself, who notwithstanding my wander- 
ings and restlessness, am a member of 
thy body, oi tiiy flesh, and of thy bones ? 
Is it possible that thou shouldst love any 
one more than thy bride, or refuse her any 
gopd thing ? Nay, it is not possible. Here 
then Vfiil I rest, and on this will I repose ; 
I am thine by the voluntary surrender of 
m5rsdf to tiiiee, to which I again at this 
moment ilgree, and thou art mine by pro- 
nuse, by pledge, and by the most solemn 
transactions. Yes, dearest Lord, I am 
thine; and the very thought of being 
tbkie gives me pleasure ; and to be entirely 
devoted to thee, to be continually with 
thee« and to be altogether given up to thy 
gkny and to tiie honour of thy dear name, 
are (as thou who canst search the heart 
kBcnreit) Uie real, hearty, abiding desires 
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of my «oul. Yes, gracious lover, my soul 
is even now excUdming, I wUl be for thee, 
and thou also shalt be for me, this is the 
rest with which thou dost cause the weary 
to rest, and this is their refreshing. One 
with Christ, amazing mystery ! Married to 
Jesus, glorious truth ! To be ever with 
the Lord, delightful prospect ! To be like 
my Redeemer, ravishing thought! To 
centre in, be filled with, and employed for 
Immanuel, blessed state ! And do I believe 
this ? Yes I must, or else I make him a 
liaTy trample his word under foot, do des- 
pite to the Spirit of grace, lie against my 
right, and fly in my Father's face. I will 
then take up the prayer of one of old, 
"Lord I believe ; help thou mine imbelief : " 
or with the disciples cry out, " Lord increase 
my fedth ! " But can I ever wander again 
after this ? I wish I had a sufficient reason 
to say, I shall not : but my wretched heart, 
that wicked satan, or my very friends will 
be sure to lead me from my Jesus; yet 
blessed be his holy name, dwelling under 
his shadow I shall return : yet perhaps I 
may again find the poet's words true, • 

But e'er one fleeting hour is pas^ 
The treacherous world employs 

Some sensual bait to seise my taste. 
And to pollute my joys. 
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** Speak evU of no man." Titus iii. 2. 

Walking out one fine morning for a 
little air and exercise, I was led to intreat 
the Lord to render my walk profitable, by 
suggesting something suitable for medita- 
tion, when in a moment this prohibition was 
presented to my mind ; I stood convicted, 
reproved, and sensibly condemned. I was 
indeed guilty, 1 am prone to speak evil of 
some men ; the ejaculation ascended. Lord 
pardon me! With gratitude I called to 
mind that, " there is a fountain open for 
sin and uncleanness," from whence may 
be received forgiveness and cleansing. 
Feeling a desire to be engaged on a differ- 
ent subject, I began to divert my thoughts ; 
but still it was impressed on my mind, and 
presented to my view, " Speak evil of no 
man" I then turned to look a Httle more 
closely into the words, and to consider their 
AUTHOR, Paul was the instrument em- 
ployed to write them, but not the author of 
them ; they are the words of Jesus. By 
what high and peculiar authority then are 
they enforced ! They are the words of 
the high and lofty One that inhabitet^ 
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eternity, the infinite, supreme, and aS- 
glorious Ood; but they are the words of 
Jesus who hath no feeling towards his 
people but love, who never speaks to them 
but with a view to their benefit, who ever 
acts with a design to do them good. Holy 
Saviour, how prone am I to forget thy 
words, to slight thy precepts, and torn 
aside from thy paths ! My folly I con&ss, 
thy pardon I crave, thy grace I admire. 

To WHOM is this prohibition sent ? To 
the Lord's people, to the whole of the 
family, and every member of it ! To me 
Jesus says, "Speak evil of no man." 
Surely my Lord has a right to prohilnt 
what he pleases, and I can never consist- 
ently complain of his prohibitions, seeing 
they are all for my good. what a 
difference would there be in the aspect of 
the church, and in the conversation of the 
Lord's disciples, if this word was acted 
upon! How often the saints when tLej 
meet please satan by speaking evil one of 
another, and lay themselves open to his 
accusations and sore temptations. 

Of what UMTLIMITED BXTBNT IS HUS 

prohibition " no man!** What, may I not 
speak evil of an erroneous man, an evfl 
designing man, an enemy .^ No; "Speak 
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evil of no man J" Pray for all men^ pity 
and bear with all who oppose or injure you, 
l>ut speak not evil of them. David prayed, 
" Let not an evil speaker be established in 
the earth," Psalm cxl. 11. Surely, then, 
evil speaking cannot be a characteristic of a 
saint, nor should it be tolerated in the 
coQq)any of christians, £ph. iv. 31 : 1 Peter 
iL 1 ; iv. 1 ; James iv. 2. 

But what arguments can he brought 
against it? Its inutility is sufficient if 
there were nothing more, it is useless ; it 
neither benefits the speaker nor the spoken 
of» but it positively injures both; it stirs 
up the worst passions, gratifies the basest 
feelings, and produces bitter fruit. O 
how often has my heart relented, my spirit 
groaned, and soid abhorred itself, after I 
have indulged in this vile traffic. With 
ivhat shame, confusion, and self-condem- 
nation have I been obliged to confess it 
before God, and beg pardon for it as no 
small crime. Yet there are higher and 
more powerful arguments than these, the 
command of my God, the requirement of 
Jesus, and my concern to glorify him. How 
can X honour him, or manifest concern for 
his glory, if I indulge in that, which while 
it is no benefit to me, is in direct opposition 
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to Mb sacred command ? which grieves his 
Spirit, injures his canse, aud distresses his 
people ? it is contrary to the greatest of 
the graces of the Spirit, love ; " Charity 
thinketh no evil.*' If we think no evil, 
surely we shall not speak any. O that per- 
fect charity may ever reign and rule in my 
heart ; may evil speaking never more pro- 
ceed from my mouth. 

" Speak evil of no man." How plain is 
this prohibition, it is impossible to mis- 
take it, a mere child may understand it — 
how short, the memory will not be bur- 
dened by retaining it — ^how impressive, en- 
forced as it is by such high authority, and 
being calculated to produce such blessed 
effects. It is universally binding, none can 
plead and say, I am exempt ; it belongs to 
minister and people, to young and old, to 
all that have ears to hear. Holy Spirit, 
awaken me morning by morning, and as I 
rise from my bed to go forth into the world, 
thy church, or my family, sound in the ears 
of my soul, " speak evil of no man !'* Let 
me hear it daily, yea many times a day, 
and let my lips be sealed in silence, rather 
than be opened to speak evil of any man. 
Lord destroy this hateful and accursed 
practice from among thy jpeople, and let the 
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end of OUT conversation be, Jesns Christ, 
the same yesterday, to day, and for ever. 
Ye saints of God, and professors of the 
gospel of Christ, let this be your motto, 
and "whenever you meet together let this 
prohibition be constantly before your eyes 
and Bounding in your ears* " Speak evil of 
no man," So shall you adorn the doctrine 
of God your Saviour, and stop the mouth 
of gainsayers. 

The tongue 's a fire, a worH of sin ; 

It sets all nature in a flame, 
A member restless, fierce, unclean, 

A fury God alone can tame. 

It deals in discord, scandal, lies, 

Infernal spirits urge it on ; 
It dares in blasphemies to rise 

Against th' Almighty on his throne. 

But when the heart's by grace reiin*d 
That healing balm the tongue partakes ; 

To holy praise and prnyer inclin'd, 
Its old pollutions it forsakes. 

"With heavenly wisdom 'tis replete, 
In its professions, too, sincere ; 

Its words are gracious, prudent, sweet, 
To teach, and not corrupt, the ear. 

The man, who governs well his tongue. 
Is perfect ; all his course is pure ; 

Though his temptations may be strong, 
The Lqrd will make his progress sure. 
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GOD GLORIFIED IN ISRAEL. 

** Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified." Isaiah xliz. 3. 

What a mystery of mercy is here revealed ! 
Wonder O my soul, at the surprising infor- 
mation ! Jesus, Jehovah's servant, and my 
Saviour is called by his people's name, 
Israel : and he wears this name to glorify 
his Father. Dear Redeemer, I find thee, 
in the days . of thy flesh, keeping this con- 
stantly in view ; just before thy Gethsemane 
sorrows, I hear thee saying, when the 
traitor had left thy presence, ** Now is the 
son of man glorified, and God is glorified 
in him. If God be glorified in him, God 
also shall glorify him in himself, and shall 
straightway glorify in him," John xiii. 31, 
32. And when addressing thy Father in 
that prayer which opens thy loving heart to 
thy people's view, thou saidst, " I have 
glorified thee on the earth : I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do. 
And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine ownself, with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was," John xm» 
4, 5. Great glorifier of thy Father, my 
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soul ascends in gratitude to thee, for under- 
taking and accomplishing this necessary 
work, a work which will everlastingly re- 
flect honour on thy character, and be a 
source of sacred delight to my soul : I do 
desire to love thee distinctly for this, that 
thou hast glorified thy Father whom I had 
ojQfended, and do, through ignorance and 
weakness, ^dishonour ; and that thou hast 
glorified him in my nature for me. But I 
would endeavour to discover the grace 
which is wrapped up in this sweet portion 
of holy writ; thou art here called Israel, 
which appears intended to teach me that 
thou hast taken my nature, that I may take 
thine ; thou hast come into my state, that I 
may enter into thine ; and thou liast taken 
my name, that I may take thine. Precious 
Immanuel I thou hast taken my nature into 
union with thy divine nature ; thou art 
really man, yet truly Grod ; God and man in 
one glorious person. Thou wast in the 
form of God, and didst not think it rob- 
bery to be equal with God ; yet didst make 
thyself of no reputation, but took the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of man, and being found in fashion as a 
man, humbled thyself and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. 
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Phil. ii. 6 — 8. The difldven hslng pw- 
takers of flesh and hlQod, l^ou did^- also 
take part of the aame, Heh.. ii. 11. O 
what dofidescenuon, what knre» what gnoe 
is have ! Holy Spirit, lead my soul to ap- 
prehend, admi^, and enjoy tills glorious 
truth. 

** See the Redeemer cloth'd in flesh. 
And ask the reason why ; 
The answer fills my soul afresh, 
To suffer, ble«4« ^^ ^i^*" 

But he takes my nature that I may take 
his . He hath given me many exceeding great 
and precious promises : that I by these might 
be a partaker of the divine nature. 2 Peter 
i. 4. I am brought into union with him, 
and he that is joined unto tiie Lord is one 
spiriti 1. Oor. vi. 17. How wonderous 
the feet! Jesus takes tlie nature of a 
worm, that t^at worm may partake of his 
nature, be united to him, be inhabited by 
him, and dwell in him. 

Jesus came into my state : I was a sin- 
ner — ^he is made sin for me ; I was cursed, 
he is made a curse for me ; I was condemn- 
ed, he came under condemnation for me; 
I was a child of wrath, he endured all my 
portion of wrath for me. O the love dis- 
played IB this ! Jesus the holy one, is 



made am ; Inunanuel th^ bleared, ia a cpxse ; 
Jesus Christ the righteoas, is condemned ; 
the Son of Jehovah's love, is exiposed tP all 
the vials of hi9 wrath ;; and all this for. x^^ 

*^ For me, tk-warm, a BiBliil clod» 
A robel. all forlorn ( 
A loe, a tiaitor to mj Qod^ 
And of a traitor bom." 

But Jesus csone into oiy st^te that I may be 
raised to his: a state of spotless purity, 
unspeakable blessedness, immutable righte- 
ousness, and changeless love. And can it 
be that I shall ever realize this ? Yes, I 
shall be like him in holiness, I shall see him 
as he is ; I am now made the righteousness 
of God in lum ; I am now the blessed of the 
Lord who made heaven and earth ; I am loved 
with an everlasting love: ''Raised up to- 
gether, and made to sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ," Bphes, ii. 6. The incar- 
nate Jehovah took my name :. he is called 
" the son of man," '* the second Adam," and 
here, "Israel;" he possessed my nature, stood 
in my place, and wore my name, therefore 
justice dealt with him in my stead, as it 
would have dealt with me. I come short 
of the glory of God, and Jesus comes to 
bring glory to Grod in the highest, to 
honour the violated law, and satisfy impartial 
justice, as my surety, my brother, and bus- 
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band. O the mystery ! The offended 
takes the offender's name and place, the 
dishonoured Lord takes the gnilty traitor's 
nature, and thus I am saved from death. 

But Jesus took my name that I might 
take his : " I will," says he, " write upon 
him my new name," Rev. iii. 12. By 
virtue of the marriage union he puts his 
name upon his bride, " and this is tiie name 
wherewith she shall be called, thb lord 
OUB RIGHTEOUSNESS," Jcr. xxxiii. 16. In 
consequence of the oneness there is existing 
between him and his mystical body it is 
called by his name ; " For as the body is 
one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, 
are one body so also is Christ," 1 Cor. 
xii. 12. We are called christians because we 
are so many parts of Christ, in union with, 
and receiving life and nourishment from him 
our living and life-giving head. Dear 
Redeemer, I bless thee for allowing me to 
be called after thy name ; may I live wear* 
ing thy name, die and enter heaven having 
thy name called upon me by men, angels, 
and thy Father. 

" Most gracious Saviour ! on my breast 
May thy dear name be worn. 
A sacred ornament and guard 
To endless ages borne." 
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" Thou art my servant, O Israel." Israel 
signifies, " A prince of God ;" one that has 
power with God and with man, and pre- 
vails, G^n. xxxii. 28. But who shall at- 
tempt to speak of the power of Jesus with 
God ? It is an un&thomable subject. What 
power had Jesus with God, when from of old 
he made intercession for transgressors ? Isaiah 
liii. 12. When he engaged as Surety for 
his church, and warded off the fatal blow ? 
When as Daysman he interfered and avert- 
ed the dreadful storm? When he gro- 
velled in Gethsemane, wrestled on Calvery, 
and rose from Joseph's tomb ? When he 
ascended from Olivet, took his seat at the 
Father's . right hand, and sent the Spirit 
down. And as to his power with man, who 
ever fought against him and prospered. I 
we look at Ids power over his enemies put 
forth in curbing, preventing, and punishing 
them, it is evident he has power with man. 
If we look at his dealings with his people in 
their conversions, conflicts, and victories, it 
is clear that great is his power with men. 
When he exerts his power for the purposes 
of salvation, or for the execution of judg- 
ments it is alike for the glorification of his 
Father. Gracious Jesus, exert thy power in 
me! 



2«t 



AN ALARMING QUESTION: 

It bas now become veiy tfymtnom to 
put Kwtcy the evil day and presume on 
the to«rcy of God. The value of the 
ftoul is lost sight of, the importance of a 
preparation for eternity is lightly passed 
over, and the threatenings of God's holy 
word are practically discredited. Most are 
now crying ** Lord, Lord," and resting up- 
on a false foundation; tiiey hope ^r heaven, 
but do not the things which he has said ; 
they think Hiey are sah, but are in reality 
in the greatest danger. UnacquaiRted witli 
the quickening operations of the Holy Ghost, 
strangers to tiie new birth, and ignorant of 
the nature, power, and effects c5F a living 
faith in Christ, they hope for heaven, but 
are in reality travelling to hell. To such 
Jesus propounds the awfbl question I am 
about to consider, " How cak voir xscapk 

THK DAMKTAttOK OP HELL ?" Matt Sodli. 33. 

Hell h prepared for the reception of devils, 
and all sinners who die out of Christ ; t^re 
they are to receive the due rewajxi of their 
deeds, and to suflfer the wrath of an ofiend- 
God FOR BVER. It is callcd in hdy 
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ficripiur^, a place of torment, Lake xvi. 28 ; 
the wrath to GOtne^ 1 These. L 10; the 
■econd death, Rer^ ti. 11 ; £ery indigna- 
tion, Heb. x. 27 ; desfractiOQ, Matt. Tii. 14 ; 
everlastiBg pimiwhinent. Matt xxr. 46. It 
id compared to a prison, 1 Pet. iii. 19 ; a 
bottomless pit, Rei^. £k. 1 ; Utter darkness. 
Matt zViii 13 ; Uackness of darkness, Jude 
Id ; a fomaGe of fire, ftfott. xin. 42 ; a lake 
of fire. Rev. zixk 20; eternal fire, Jude 7. 
And for what purpose ake all these alarming 
figures employed, and this fearful descrip- 
tion given, but to rouse our slumbering 
minds, and waina Us to fiee from the dread- 
ful doom ? My dekc reader, Gk>d is faith- 
M to his word, he cannot deny himself, 
and be hath declared that all who live in 
sin, love the world, and die without an 
interest in Christ, ihall be damned. Are 
you in Christ } Have you passed from death 
to life? Are fGffdk crucified with Christ? 
Are you dead to sin latid alive to God ? Do 
you know tiie love ctf Christ, the fellowship 
of the Bpirit, and the Father's grace ? I 
beseech you^ deceive not yourself, sin is no 
tiile, bell is no feble^ God is unchangeable, 
eternity iil most awful, and the word which 
the scriptures reveal will judge you at the 
last day. Have you escaped ? " How cah 
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you escape the damnatioii of hell ? " Mere 
profession will not do, the form of godliness 
is not enough, you must feel its power, prove 
its efficacy, and walk by its sacred dictates 
it is no small matter to be a christian ; it is 
no light thing to enter in at the strait 
gate; self must be dethroned, satan must 
be cast out, sin must be mortified, grace 
must be received, conformity to Jesus must 
be realized, and everlasting life must be 
brought into the soul. 

But how can you escape ? There is but 
one way, but one remedy, and that is Jesus. 
He died for sinners, he pleads for sinners, 
he sends messages of love to sinners, he 
receives sinners and saves them with an 
everlasting salvation. His dear arms are 
open to receive, his ear listens to hear, hi^ 
hand is ready to help all who fly for refuge 
to him. He calls to poor sinners and says, 
" Come imto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest. If 
ANT MAN thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink." And to those who are wretched and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked, 
he says, '* I counsel Tou to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich ; 
and white raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy naked- 
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ness do not appear : and anoint thine eyes 
with eye-salve, that thou mayest see." 
He is ready to forgive, waiting to be gra- 
cious, and willing to receive, all who fly to 
him from the wrath to come. Whosoever 
will, may come, and enjoy the blessings of 
salvation freely. There is a possibility, then, 
of escaping the damnation of hell ? Yes ; 
all who see their danger and feel their to- 
tally lost and ruined state ; who listen to 
the sweet voice of mercy sounding in God's 
word, and the gospel ministry ; who seek a 
shelter in Jesus, the hiding place from the 
storm, and the covert from the tempest, 
shall assuredly escape. The penitent, who 
is taught by ike Holy Spirit to confess his 
sin, hate his crimes, loathe the carnality of 
his nature, and beg pardon of the Lord, 
shall escape, for surely in the floods of great 
wrath they shall not come nigh unto him. 
The believer in Jesus, who embraces his lov- 
ing message, accepts his gracious invitation, 
pleads his dear name, waits in his appointed 
means, hungers and thirsts after righteous- 
ness, relies on his precious promises, and 
looks for the blessed hope, shall escape, for 
he that believeth shall never be confound- 
ed, but shall be saved with an everlasting 
salvation. The soul who rests the whole 
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weight of its conoenXB on the Islood and 
righteoiisnesB of Immantidi ; who looks for 
glory, honour, immortality, and eternal life, 
trough what he has done and sofiered; 
who rejects every other teltige, ^pendante, 
and pka bat Jesos; who yentores oh the 
faithnil promise of his God; and walks 
by the holy precepts of the Bible, shall 
certainly escape, for it is not the Wffl 
of our heavenly Father, that one of these 
little ones should perish. But the hypo- 
crite, the formalist, the licentious professor, 
the ignorant and careless sinner, cannot es* 
cape the damnation of hell. No ; it is im- 
possible : Qod has sworn in his wrath, that 
such shall never enter into his rest ; be- 
tween such and heaven there is a great 
gulph fixed, and Gk>d must violate Ids oath 
before such dan ]pos8ibly dwell with him. 
He has devised a way, revealed a remedy, 
prodaimed the aiCoeptable yeat, sent lus 
Son, and said unto us, " Hbaa ya ktu.*' 
Jesus saith tb Ul^, *' Strive to enter in at the 
strtdt gate ; for HAtdr I say unto you wiO 
seek to enter in and ^haU hot be able. 
When once the master of the house ill risen 
tip, and hkth shut to the door, and ye begin 
to stand without, and to knock at the door, 
Ba3ring» Lord, Lord, open to us; and be 
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cAiall say unto yon, I knorw you not whence 

ye afe^ Luke xiii. 24-->-30. But now lie 

says, *' Ask» ftnd it flhli]l be given you ; Beek, 

and ye eiiidl find; knock, and it shall be 

opened trnto yo^ For ictsaY one that 

asketh iteeiyeth $ Bnd he that seeketh find- 

eth ; and to him that knocketh it shall be 

opened^'* Luke k. 9, 10. The Father says, 

"HiEAlt niM ;" his Wotds Ctfe verity, his pro* 

mises are sure, and in all his invitations he 

18 sincekie. And this is the condemnation, 

that light is come into the world, and men 

loved darimess ratiier than light, because 

their deeds are evil. He that believeth on 

him is not condemned ; but he that bdiev- 

eth not is condemned already, bbcausb he 

hath not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God. John iii. 18, 19. 

How just, hew awful, how fearful, how un-> 

objectionable must be the eternal condem-> 

nation of the fiinner i Who having heard the 

gospel message, having been told his awful 

state, and the dteadfuL consequences of liv'* 

ing and dying without an interest in Christ; 

who having read Grod's tcwfnl threataiings, 

fiearful declarations and solemn oath ; still 

says to Gkxl depart from me. Job xxL 14 ; 

who like the oeaf adder stops the ear, and 

refuses to hearthe voice of the charmer. P' 
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IviiL 4, 5. Who with hateful ingratitade 
says, I pray thee have me excused. Luke 
XLV. 15 — 24. Or with careless indifference 
turns to his farm, merchandize, or pleasures, 
in preference to attending to the heavenly 
invitation. Matt. xzii. 1 — 14. Such with 
devil like impiety contemn (rod, and say 
that he will not require it. Ps. x. 13. They 
despise all his counsel, and will have none 
of his reproof ; he also will laugh at their 
calamity, and mock when their fear cometh. 
Prov. i. 24 — 33. How awful will be the 
sight, to see the earth shaking to its very 
centre, the elements melting with fervent 
heat, the heavens passing away with a great 
noise ; thousands of sinners frantic with 
horror and despair, and Qod mocking at 
their calamity ! Angels who have witnessed 
their Christ-rejecting conduct, turn from 
them with disgust ; saints are caught away 
to meet their beloved Lord ; the ii^abitants 
of hell are let loose upon them ; the gates 
of heaven are for ever closed against them ; 
and Jesus, the despised, dishonoured, and 
rejected Jesus, frowning everlasting damna- 
tion upon them ! O dreadful ! fearful ! 
alarming ! 

My dear reader, I conjure you to befutii- 
ful ; are you saved from the wrath to come? 
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Are you delivered from the damnation of 
hell ? Have you fled to Jesus ? There is 
forgiveness with him that he may be feared. 
In love I warn you, knowing the terrors of 
the Lord, I cannot but persuade you, and 
testify unto you repentance toward God, 
and £Edth toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He commands us to preach unto you the 
glorious glad tidings of reconciliation with 
God, through the blood of his cross ; and 
to assure you that by him, all who believe 
are justified from all things. And being 
allowed of Gk)d to be put in trust with the 
Gospel, even so we speak ; not as pleasing 
men, but God, who trieth our hearts, 1 
Thess. ii. 4. We warn you of your danger, 
declare unto you glad tidings, that there is 
a Saviour to whom you are welcome, and by 
removing obstacles out of the way, endea- 
vour to compe^ you to come in, that the 
house may be filled, but yet there is room. 
Luke xiv. 22, 23. And we are unto God a 
sweet savour of Christ, in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish : to the one 
we are a savour of death unto death ; and to 
the other the savour of life unto life, 2 Cor. 
ii. 15, 16. But if the warning is slighted, 
if the message is disregarded, if the Saviour 
is despised, if you are determined to perse-^ 
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vere in your sins, your damnatLon U cer- 
tain ; you judge yourself unworthy oi eteinal 
life, and we turn to others ; this work will 
witness against you, which i^ put ipto your 
hands, out of lov^ and that wkidh should 
havQ heen for your benefit will become a 
trap. Ps. Ixix, 22. The hipgpfm of God 
concerning Israel may be applied to you. 
" Israel would none of me, so I gave ^em 
up." Ps. Izxxii. 1.1, 12. And the language 
of the Psalmist shall be fiilffllled in you, "Let 
their eyes be darkened that they see not ; 
and make their loins continually to shake. 
Pour out thine indignation upon them, and 
let thy wrathful anger take hold of them." 
Ps. bux. 23, 24. Remember, by way of 
parting, you must die, be judged i^scording 
to God'9 word, inherit glory, or be plunged 
into the burning lake : there is no Saviour 
but Jesus, no salvation but by beheving in 
him, no want but he can supply it. no de* 
sire but he is willing to kesur it, nothiog 
that can do you good in a sjuritual point di 
view, but he is ready to bestow it. The 
l4ord give tou fsuth in his dear Sana ftnd so 
shall YOU e8Cii,pe the damnation of heU. 
Amen and Amen. 
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THE PURCHASE OP BLOOD. 

Bt th^ mtFodttcdon pfsin into the VfoAd, 
fmd by the amfulness of quv hearts aiad lives, 
we have forf^ted all right* title and claim, 
to all and every blessing, both temporal and 
spiritual, and have merited Qod's wrath, 
curse and eternal ^ndenM^tion. But the 
Lord Jesus hath mercifully condesoended to 
appear in our nature to suffer, bleed and 
die, to restore us, and to restox<e to ns a 
title to all temporal and i^iritiMil Uessinga. 
"nierefore every m^roy "we eiyoy, every 
blessing we possess, and Uie gkoff we finally 
expect, may be called th^ purchns^ of blood : 
and the Holy Spirit has very particularly 
marked in the word what the blood of Jesus 
procured ; and it is my intention lo set he- 
fore you, in the words of Scriptoe, what is 
therein set fotth as the purchase of blood. 
And first, thb Church of Gon, or the whok 
number of those who are and shall be saved, 
was purchased with this price; therefore 
Pt&ul, addressing the elders of Ephesus, says, 
" Take lieed unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers^ to feed tub Chubch 
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OF God, which hb hath furchasbd with 
HIS OWN BLOOD." Acts XX. 28. And, writ- 
ing to the same church, he calls it, " the 
purchased possession to the praise of Grod's 
glory." Ephes. i. 14. And every individual 
member is thus addressed : You are not 
your own ; for you are bought with a price : 
therefore glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are God's. 1 Cor. vi. 19, 
20. — Our redemption from sin, satan, the 
world, the curse of the law, death and hell, 
is the purchase of blood. " Forasmuch as ye 
know that ye are not redeemed by corrupt- 
able things, as silver and gold, from yx>ur 
vain conversation, received by tradition from 
your fathers ; but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot ; who verily was fore- 
ordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you, 
who by him do believe in God that raised 
him up from the dead, and gave him glory, 
that your faith and hope may be in God." 
1 Pet. i. 18 — 21. *' He gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." Tit. ii. 14. *' And 
they sung a new song, saying, Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the 
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seals thereof ; for thou wast slain, anfl hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of 
every kiudred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation ; and hast made us unto our God 
Kings and Priests : and we shall reign on 
the earth." Rev. v. 9, 10. 

As Jesus hath purchased the church for 
himself, and redeemed it out of the hand of 
the enemy by an eternal RsnEMPTioN, 
(Heb. ix. 12), so also he hath procured 
for it all blessings which are requisite for 
it on earth, until brought to glory, and 
all are the purchase of blood. A full, 
free, and irrevocable fabdon is thus pro- 
cured; as Jesus said, "This is my blood 
of the new testament, which is ^ed for 
many, for the remission of sins." Matt. 
xxvi. 28. '* We have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins." Col. 
i. 14. " God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven 
you." Eph. iv. 32. " And you being dead in 
your sins and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, hath he quickened together with him ; 
HAViNO forgiven you all tresspasses." Col. 
ii. 13. " Your sins are forgiven you for his 
name's sake." 1 John ii. 12. Our justifi- 
cation in the court of heaven is thus ob^ 
tamed : "Qod commendeth his love towards 
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Chr^ 

s 
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died for ua ; much more, then, bbikg now 
JUSTIFIED BT HIS BLOOD, we shall be saved 
from ^iirrath through him. For if when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." 
Rom. V. 8 — 10. The holiness of Christ's 
nature, his perfect obedience to the law in 
his life, and the infinite merit of his death, 
are the matter of our justification ; but the 
shedding of his blood was the crowning 
act, and therefore it is put for the whole. 
Our present and everlasting feacb with 
God and conscience is the purchase of blood. 
•' Having made peace through the blood of 
his cross." Col. i. 20. Our deliverance firom 
a state of nature was thus obtained. «• As 
for thee also by the blood of thy covenant I 
have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit 
wherein is no water." Zech. ix. 11. Our 
NEARNESS TO GoD flows from the same 
source. " But now in Christ Jesus ye who 
sometimes were afar off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, 
who hath made both (jews and gentiles) 
one, and hath broken down the middle wall 
of partition between us ; having abolished 
in hi« flesh the enmity, even the law of 
couimiuidinents coutained in ordinances, 
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for to make in himself of twain one new 
man, so maldng peace ; and that he might 
reconcile hoth unto God in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby : and 
came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to they that were nigh. For. 
through him we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father." Ephes. ii. 13 — 19. 

The WAT BY WHICH WE ENTER INTO THE 
HOLIEST, AND OUR RIGHT TO ENTER THBRE^ 

is the purchase of blood. " Having therefore. 
Brethren, boldness (or liberty) to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way which he hath consecrated 
for us,, through the veil, that is to say his 
flesh ; and having an high priest over the 
house ef God ; let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of f^th " (assuredly 
believing that God is love, that his promises 
are true, that his anger is turned away, that 
he waits to be gracious, that he is willing to 
bestow all blessings upon us; that Jesus 
having finished his work, having become 
our Intercessor and Advocate before the 
throne, there is no ground for fear, distrust, 
or doubt, that there is now nothing, not 
even sin itself, that should keep us from the 
Lord, and from coming to his throne,) "hav- 
ing our hearts sprinkled from an evil cor 

s2 
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science, and our bodies washed with pure 
water." Heb. x, 19 — 23. The furgikg o» 
THB CONSCIENCE Is by the same means, 
" For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the un- 
clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh : how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit of- 
fered himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God ? And for tins causb he is 
the mediator of the New Testament, that 
by means of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under die first tes- 
tament, they which are called might receive 
the promise of eternal inheritance." Heb, ix. 

13 15. Oua CLEANSING FROM ALI. SIN is 

the purchase of blood, " If we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellow- 
ship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
ALL SIN." 1 John i. 7. To this fellow- 
ship we are called by God himself. •* Qod 
is faithful, by whom ye were called unto 
the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord." 1 Cor. i. 9. See also, Rom. viii. 
28— 30— ix. 24. Gal. i. 15. 1 Thes. ii. 
12. 2 Thes ii. 14. 2. Tim. i. 9. Heb. 
iii, 1 . 1 Ppf^r V. 10. " Unto him that loved 
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US, and wiushed us from our sins in his 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father ; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

OuB SANCTiFiCATioN TO Gou, and separa- 
tion for holy uses and purposes is the pur- 
chase of blood. "Wherefore Jesus also that 
he might sanctify the people with his own 
blood, suffered without the gate." Heb. ziii. 
12. OuB SAFETY uow, iu futuTe, and for 
ever, stands in blood ; as Israel when God 
^mote the Egyptians were spared in conse- 
quence of the blood sprinkled upon the doors, 
so are we. Exod. xii. 12, 13. The New 
Testament as the charter of our privileges, 
the deeds of our inheritance, and the reve- 
lation of our relation is the purchase of blood 
also, "the new testament in my blood." 
Luke zxii. 10. " Neither the first testament 
was dedicated without blood." Heb. ix. 16 
— 28. In a word our every mercy, temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal, may be said to be the 
price of blood ; from the cup of cold water, 
to the river of pleasure; from the feint 
hope, to the frill persuasion ; from the ob- 
scure glance, to the beatific vision ; all is the 
purchase of blood. Consider then, the infi- 
nite value and unspeakable preciousness of 
the blood of JesUB, it purchased the church 
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and procured her eternal redemption ; it is 
a fountain of pardon for the guilty, — of 
justification to the condemned, — aad of 
cleansing to the filthy ; it is a river of peare 
to the troubled, a way into the holiest to 
the bewildered, and a purging draught for 
the sin diseased soul ; it sanctifies the un- 
holy, brings near the distant, and saves the 
ruined and undone. Invaluable blood ! and 
shall its virtues ever fail? its efficacy be 
lost ? or the design with which it was shed 
be frustrated ? Impossible ! Impartial jus- 
tice sets the blood bought prisoners free, 
sovereign mercy guides them to the gracious 
throne, eternal love bestows the sought for 
pardon, essential holiness smiles upon them 
and seals their peace, promised wisdom is 
given to guide their feet, discriminating 
goodness supplies their every want, and im- 
mutable fiedthfulness stands engaged to see 
them housed in heaven. Thus Jesus sees 
the travail of his soul, and is* satisfied. 
Header, what are your views of the blood 
of Jesus, are they scriptural, spiritual, and 
influential ? Are you resting on it for sal- 
vation ? Is it your plea before Grod in 
prayer ? Is it the ground of your peace ? 
Have you felt its cleansing, comforting, 
sanctifying efiicacy? Are you using all 
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your mercies, — ^and enjoying all your pri- 
vileges as the purchase of a Saviour's blood ? 
Are you contented with what you possess, 
considering that to procure your little, 
caused Jesus to agonize, bleed and die ? 
Are you trampling his blood under foot ? if 
so, read Heb. x. 29 — 32, and tremble. Are 
you seeking to feel its power, enjoy its 
efficacy, and prove its virtues? if so, rejoice, 
f&r every one that seeheth findeth, Luke. xi. 
10. But if you are despising the blood of 
Jesus, CONSIDER, you are despising the 
o^LY BEMEDY that God has provided, and 
MUST PERISH in your own Receivings. 
Wliich the Lord prevent. 

" This was compassion like a God, 
That when the Saviour knew 
The price of pardon was his blood, 
His pity ne'er withdrew. 

He sunk beneath our heavy woes 

To raise us to his throne, 
There's ne'er a gift his hand bestows 

But cost his heart a groan. 

Now though he reigns exalted high, 

His love is still as great : 
Well he remembers Calvary, 

Nor let his saints forget." 
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THE TRUE CHRISTIAN. 

Thb true Christian is bom from above, 
partakes of the divine nature, and is tanght 
by the Holy Ghost. He knows himself to 
be a vile, corrupt, and polluted sinner : he 
has felt condemned, coiiJessed the justice of 
God in his expected doom, and sought 
pardon at the feet of Jesus. He knows l^at 
the law is holy, just and good ; that it ex- 
tends to the thoughts and intents of the 
heart ; that he cannot keep it, and is justly 
condemned by it. He has been directed to 
Jesus for pardon, life, and salvation ; and 
has fled to him for refuge, shelter, and 
safety. He has turned from creatures, 
duties, and legal hopes ; and has obtained 
mercy, received grace, and found deliver- 
ance. He has believed on Jesus, repented 
of sin, and realized forgiving love. He is 
crucifled to the world, and the world unto 
him : he can no longer love its pleasures, 
follow its vanities, and conform to its 
feshions ; he pities its state, prays for its 
good, but keeps himself separate from it : 
he passes through it, suffers in it, and re- 
joices in an interest above it. He walks 
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"With his Qod in faith, dependence, and 
obedience ; he follows his Savionr through 
evil and good report ; a!hd deaves to tibe 
Lord with fuU purpose of heart. He re^ 
nounces self, makes use of the fountain of 
Immanuel's blood, and builds upon the rock 
of ages. He discards his own works as 
dross and dung, rejoices in free grace as the 
fount of salvation, and — ^triumphs in the 
righteousness of Christ. He feeds by faith 
on the flesh and blood of Jesus, relies on 
the exceeding great and precious promises 
of God, and listens to the warnings of his 
Father's word. He resists Satan stedfast 
in the faith, mortifies his members which 
are upon the earth, and takes comfort from 
the atonement made. He mourns over his 
duties, sows to the Spirit, and follows on to 
know the Lord. He walks in the light, 
overcomes all his foes, and stands up in de- 
fence of the gospel of God. He rejoices in 
Christ, grieves for the low estate of the 
Church, and sighs, and cries for all the 
abominations that are done in the land. He 
proves his adoption, gives all glory to God, 
and waits for the hope of righteousness by 
faith. He prays earnestly, lives honestly, 
and suffers patiently ; knowing that in hea- 
ven he has a better, and more enduring 
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substance. He mourns over his follies, la- 
ments his imperfections, and supplicates 
forgiveness of God. Sin is his burden, 
moral defilement his grief, and conformity 
to Jesus the reigning desire of his soul. 
The house of Gk>d is his home, the people of 
God are his companions, and the ordinances 
of the gospel his delight. Prayer is the 
breath of his soul, the throne of grace his 
place of resort, and praise the very element 
in which he lives. The presence of Grod is 
his heaven, fellowship with Jesus his de- 
light, and the unction of the Holy One his 
teacher. The word of Grod is his sword, 
the righteousness of Jesus his breastplate, 
and the hope of salvation his helmet. Sin, 
satan, and the world are his foes ; t^e Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, in convenant relation, 
are his friends. The gospel is the charter 
of his privileges, the law is the rule for his 
feet, and heaven is the end of his race. He 
is reconciled to God by the blood of the 
cross, justified from all things in the righte- 
ousness of Christ, and communes with Jeho- 
vah from off the mercy seat. He is saved by 
grace, made nigh by the blood of the Lamb, 
and suffers for Christ and his cause. In a 
word, he is spiritual in his nature, sincere 
in his professions, holy in his aims, hiffh in 
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his relationships, happy in his prospects ; 
upright in his walk, heavenly in his conver- 
sation, and safe for eternity. 

Such is the real Christian when he acts 
upon bihle principles, walks by scripture 
rules, and lives up to his grace given privi- 
leges. This is the state, happiness, and 
portion of them that know God, and the 
heritage appointed them by God, But, 
alas ! how many are there in this day of 
profession, who pass for Christians, and 
yet are .totally ignorant of these things. 
Reader, are you a Christian ? do you 
pass for one ? If so, when did you receive 
the blessings of pardon, peace, and assur- 
ance in answer to prayer ? When did you 
enjoy real heartfelt communion with God ? 
When did you find Christ precious, as your 
Prophet, Priest, and King ? When did you 
enjoy the witness of the Holy Spirit in 
your heart ? When did you sit in judgment 
on yourself ? When did you search and try 
your ways ? When did Jesus and his 
Father visit you, according to his word } 
John xiv. 21 — 23. When were you walking 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost ? Do 
you know anything of these things? the 
very life and soul of religion consists in 
them. All religion without these things 
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is like a body without life, a bIkII mtlioat 
a kernel, a shadow without a substance. 
" The kingdom of €h>d is not in word, but in 
power." 1 Cor. iv. 20. " The kingdom of 
God must be within you*' Luke xvii. 21. 
Beware, O beware, that you are not delude 
ed ! Where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also. " If you be risen with Clurist, 
seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 
Set your affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth. For ye ate dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in God, When 
Christ who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
Mortify, therefore, your members which are 
upon the earth." Col. iii. 1 — 6. Covet ear" 
nestly the best gifts. " Take heed, lest there 
be in you an evil heart of unbelief, in de- 
parting from the living God. For we are 
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the 
beginning of our confidence stedfast unto 
the end." Heb. iii. 12, 14. But should my 
reader be one that cares for none of these 
things, whose life is spent in vanity, and 
his days in pleasure. " Thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye 
shall be hungry : behold, my servants shall 
drink, but ye shall be thirsty : behold, my 
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serrants shall rejoice, but ye shall be 
ashamed : behold my servants shall sing for 
joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of 
hearty and shall howl for vbxatic^k, of 
spirit. And ye shall leave your name for a 
curse unto my chosen : for the Lord God 
shall slay tiiee, and call his servants by an- 
other name." Isaiah Ixv. 13, 15. " The un- 
godiy shaU not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the congregation of &e righte- 
ous." Ps. i. 5. " WoB unto the wicked I it 
shall be ill with him : for the reward of his 
hands shall be given him.'* Isaiah iii. 11. It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living GkxL " God is jealous, and* the 
Lord revengeth : the Lord revengeth, and is 
furious; the Lord will take vengeance of 
his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for 
his enemies. The Lord ia^slow to anger, 
and great in power, and will not at all 
acquit the wicked. The mountains quake 
at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is 
burned at his presence, yea, the world, and 
all that dwell tiierein. Who can stand be- 
fore his indignation? and who can abide 
the fierceness of his anger ? His fury is 
poured out like fire, and the rocks are 
thrown down by him." Nahum i. 2, 3, 5, 6. 
Sinner, this is the God thou hast to 
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with, before him you must stand, and by him 
be judged. Woe ! woe ! woe ! unto thee, 
if thou art found our of Christ in that 
day ! ! ! O may you to his throne repair, 
and find a full ssdvation there. — ^Amen. 

Weaiy souls, that wandep wide 

From the central point of bliss. 
Turn to Jesus crucified, 
. Fly to those dear wounds of his : 
Sink into the purple flood ; 
Rise into the life of God. 

Find In Christ the way of peace, 
Peace unspeakable, unknown : 

By his pain he gives you ease, 
Life by his expiring groan : 

Rise, exalted by his fall ; 

Find in Christ your all in all. 

O believe the record true ; 

God to you his Son hath given ! 
Ye may now be happy too : 

Find on earth the life of heaven : 
Live the life of heaven above. 
All the life of glorious love. 

£very one that seeks, shall find ; 

Every one that asks, shall have 
Christ, the Saviour of mankind. 

Willing, able is to save : 
Venture on his precious blood. 
He will make his proniue good. 
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A WORD TO THE UNCONVERTED. 

My dear fellow- sinner, I feel deeply 
concerned for your present and everlast- 
ing welfare^, and with that feeling I write 
these lines for you. You have an im- 
mortal soul : it can never die, or fiease to 
exist ; it must live for ever ! You are at 
present in a lost state ; it is not merely the 
case that you may be lost, you are lost nowl 
You are a sinner against God ! you are 
condemned already! Every hour you are 
sinning, and every sin calls to heaven, for 
vengeance on your guilty head : if you die 
in your present state you are everlastingly 
undone ! Love prompts me to tell you of 
your dangerous situation, you are under the 
curse of the Almighty, and the wrath of 
God abideth on you ; Satan is seeking your 
eternal destruction, and the road you arc 
travelling leads to endless despair ! You 
must be bom again, or you are lost for 
ever ! ! You must be saved now, or you are 
eternally undone ! You have no future to 
presume upon, no promise that God will 
meet you on the bed of death, you may l>e 
taken away with a stroke, in a moment, i' 
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the midst of your siiis! The wicked are 
taken away in their wickedness ; only the 
righteous have hope in their death. Pre- 
sume not on the merey of God, it is ex- 
pressly said in his woid, " he hateth ai,l the 
workers of iniquity." Pa. v. 5. You are one 
at present, the Lord in mercy convert your 
soul. Think of that awful word for evbr 
—of those indescrihahle torments which 
never end— ctf that place where horror- 
creating darkness always reigns — of that 
faithful God who has pledged himself to 
punish you, if you die in your present state, 
with everlasting destruction from his pres- 
ence, and the glory of his power. Hell! 
who shall attempt to descrihe what hell is ? 
Who shall tell us what are the excruciating 
pains, the various tortues, and the intermi- 
nable miseries which are in store for all 
who die out of Christ ? 

*' No words can declare, no fancy can paint, 
What rage and despair, what hopeless complamt. 
Fills Satan's dark dwelling, the prison beneath ; 
What weeping and yelling, and gnashing of teeth !" 

But Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners; he fulfilled the law, suflfered 
for sin, rose from the dead and is gone into 
heaven, and is able to save to. the uttermost 
all who come unto God by him. His precious 
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blood is a complete antidote for all the 
sensible sinner's woes ; his righteousness 
will enable all who embrace it to stand 
bold in the presence of God ; his grace will 
pardon all the believer's sins; and his power 
will overcome all the christian's foes. He 
can save to the uttermost, no case is top 
desperate : no sinner too vile ; no period of a 
man's life too late, if God the Holy Ghost 
draw the soul to him. But have you ever 
applied to Jesus } Have you heartly sought 
an interest in his blood — the pardon of your 
sins — and the justification of your persons ? 
Though Jesus is a Saviour, an able, suit- 
able, and willing Saviour; yet he saves 
none but those who apply to him. Who 
under a sense of their lost, miserable, and 
fearful state, fly for refuge to lay hold on 
him. You must know Christ for yourself 
— ^you must apply to him for yourself — ^you 
must feel his power in your heart, his blood 
in your conscience, his light in your under- 
standing, and his sanctifying grace in every 
faculty of your soul, if ever you are saved. 
The darkness of sin and ignorance has long 
surrounded you — you are darkness — but if 
ever you are saved, you must be made light 
in the Lord. The stony heart must be 
taken away and the heart of flesh give*^ 

T 
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You must diflcorer your awful state, loatk- 
some condition, and dreadful desert. You 
must be led to Jesus as a poor, wretched, 
miserable creature ; seeking for mercy, par- 
don, and peace. You must be led to receive 
Christ into your heart — to cast your guilty 
soul entirely upon his mercy and merit — 
and have his kingdom set up within yea, 
which is righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. You must receive ttte Spirit 
of Christ — ^be conformed to the image of 
Christ — and eat the flesh and drink the blood 
of Christ Notions will not do ; duties will 
not do ; your own works will not do : you 
must possess Christ as your Saviour, his 
obedience must be your justifying righte- 
ousness ; his blood the price of your par- 
don ; his Spirit your sa&ctifier ; his name 
your plea; his promise your ground of hope; 
and his person and perfect work your only 
foundation. You must know him to be Grod, 
and your God ; a Saviour, and your Saviour ; 
as peace, and your peace ; as a prophet, and 
your prophet ; as a king, and your king ; to 
rule in you and reign over you for ever. You 
must be led by the Spirit of God to know 
the truth, and by it be made free; to love 
holiness, and earnestly follow after it; to 
hate sin, and mourn over it before God ; to 
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widk Uprightly, and yet place no depend- 
ance in it ; to joy in God, as your reconcil- 
ed God and friend ; and to prove Christ to 
be precious, most precious to your soul. 
You must be led to value and prize Christ 
more than the world, with all its riches, 
honours, and pleasures : more than life, 
with all its comforts, endearments, and 
connections ; more than anything and every 
thing besides. The Lord Jesus must be 
your meat and drink, on which you live ; 
your rest and refuge, to which you retire ; 
your life and light, which above all things 
you prize ; your joy and peace, which you 
cannot but value; your delicious banquet, 
which you wish always to enjoy ; your 
boast and glory, of which you often speak ; 
your all in all, \diich would be enough, if 
all else was lost, and without whom all 
beside is nothing. You must take Christ 
to be your wisdom, in all difficult cases ; 
your righteousness, in which to stand be- 
fore God with acceptance ; your sanctifica- 
tion, to make and present you spotless and 
faultless before the presence of his glory ; 
your strength, to enable you to perform 
his precepts, obey his wiU, conquer yoiur 
oiemieft, and honour his dear name; your 
salvation to deliver you from sin, satan, the 

T 2 
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present evil woild, deiUli, hell, and tlie 
grave; and your exceeding great reward, 
when time shall he no more. Yon most 
make Immannel your Advocate before the 
throne, and put your entire canse into his 
hands ; 3rour physician, to heal all the mal* 
adies of your soul and body ; your refuge 
in every time of distress; your shield to 
preserve you from danger; your depend- 
ance in all straits and difficulties ; and your 
confidence for evermore. You must Imow 
God in Christ, as your Father; approach 
God through Jesus, as your Mediator ; and 
go to God with him as your plea. You 
must live to his glory on earth, if ever you 
enjoy his glory in heaven. 

My d^ fellow-sinner, I charge you, 
deceive not yourself. Search the scriptures 
to see whether these things are so ; search 
youi own soul, to see if you possess these 
things ; search into your life, and see if 
your conduct proves that you are a real, 
decided, spiritual christian. All religion 
without these things is vanity aud vexation 
of spirit; with them it is joy and peace. 
Without possessing these things you are 
lost; Mdth them you are saved for ever! 
As well have no religion, as not true reli- 
gion ; and no man can have true lel 
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witHottt kno\nng something abont the 
things above mentioned, and manifesting 
the same to the world. Your soul is vi 
immense value, time is flying, eternity is 
just at hand, death is coming, and after 
that the judgment. I shall meet you at 
the bar of God, you will meet me there. 
You cannot say that you were not warned of 
your danger, or that your fearful state was 
never pointed out to you, or the way of es- 
cape made known. I, have set before you 
your state, I have preached unto you Jesus 
in this book, I have solemnly warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come. If you 
love darkness rather than light, if you pre- 
fer sin and the world to Jesus, if you are 
content to go on in ignorance, till you are 
landed in the dark regions of perdition; 
your condemnation is just, and your eternal 
punishment will be dreadfid. " This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are evil." John, 
iii. 19. He that despised Moses's law died 
without mercy under two or three wit- 
nesses : of HOW MUCH SOBBS PUNISHMBNT, 

suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of t^'^ 
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covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thmg, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace ? What remains for 
such? A certain, fearful, looking for of 
judgment and fibbt ikoionation, which 
shaU devour them as adversaries. Heb. x. 
27—29. 

" Stop, poor sinner ! stop and think. 

Before you farther go, 
Will you sport upon tibe brink 

Of everlasting woe ? 
Once again, I charge you, stop I 

For unless you warning take. 
Ere you are aware you drop 

Into the burning lake ! 

Though your heart be made of steel. 

Your forehead lined with brass, 
God at length wiU make you feel, 

He will .not let you pass. 
Sinners then in vain will call, 

(Though they now despise his grace) 
llocks and mountains on us fall, 

And hide us from his face. 

But as yet there is a hope 

You may his mercy know, 
Though his arm is lifted up. 

He still forbears the blow ; 
'Twas for sinners Jesus djr'd. 

Sinners he invites to come, 
None who come shall be deny*d. 

He says « There still is room." 
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A VESSEL OF MERCY. 

" That God might make known the riches of his 
glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared imto glory, even us whom he hath called, 
not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles." 
RoHL ix. 23, 24. 

The Holy Spirit has employed a variety 
of titles to set forth the character, and des- 
cribe the privileges of the Lord's people ; 
they are always represented as distinct from 
the world, and peculiarly set apart for the 
Lord. They are in the midst of many peo- 
ple, but are distinct from all people ; they 
are said to be, a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar peo- 
ple; that they should show forth the praises, 
or exhibit the virtues of him who hath call- 
ed them out of darkness into marvellous 
light. They are viewed as a new creation, 
are claimed as Jehovah's first fruits, and are 
commanded to imitate God as dear children. 
They are to represent Jesus on earth, who 
represents them in heaven ; and to be wit- 
nesses for Grod in their day and generation. 

Among other titles given them we find 
them called ** vessels of merct," and the~ 
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are said to be afore prepared unto glory. 
Mercy set them apart for her use, before sin 
cast them out among the ruins of creation : 
and though they lay long undistinguished 
in the common mass of filth, wretchedness, 
and misery ; yet mercy never surrenders her 
right, nor can be induced to give up her 
claims. Justice passed sentence upon them 
in common with the rest of mankind, and 
they were liable to be seized and punished 
as children of wrath, for in their state and 
character there was no difference. They 
possessed the same corrupt and depraved 
nature, they were guilty of the same crimes, 
and were justly sentenced to the same pun- 
ishment. But the eye of mercy still lin- 
gered over the objects of her choice, she 
could distinguish them as they lay among 
the heap of ruins; and a most surprising 
question seemed to fill her thoughts and 
heave her tender bosom, " How can I give 
you up ?" They were unworthy of her no- 
tice, and unfit for any holy service ; they 
were cast out as vessels in whom there was 
no pleasure, and in this state they were 
long seen to lay. At length mercy brought 
forth her stores, mustered her armies, sent 
forth her first bom, and expressed her de- 
termination, "Ye have sold yourselves for 
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nought, and ye shall he redeemed without 
money." 

In accordance with this determination, in 
the fulness of time the WORD was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us; he was made 
under the law to redeem them that were 
under the law ; and to give his life a ban- 
soM for many. The demands of justice 
were ascertained, that all which it demanded 
might he given. For though mercy was 
bent upon her purpose, she would not even 
accept of freedom for her ohjects, but upon 
the most honourable terms. A perfect obe* 
dience to the holy law was demanded, and 
the payment of its awful penalty was re- 
quired. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested ; and while wearing the na- 
ture that sinned, to obey ; he possessed all 
the fulness of the Gk)dh»Ld, to satisfy ; he 
obeyed the law perfectly and satisfied its 
claims completely. The righteousness he 
presented was divine, and the price he paid 
was infinite; Justice received the ransom 
and testified satisfeu^on, while Mercy 
mounted the throne and triumphed in her 
success. The vessels were now legally ran* 
Bomed, and may be lawfully claimed. They 
were become the private property of the 
Prince of life, being bought with a price ; 
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the price of his service and death. That the 
title was good, the great lawgiver testified, 
for when the purchaser entered heaven he 
was greeted with songs, and the Father pro- 
proclaimed, " Send forth the rod of thy 
strength out of Zion : rule thou in the 
midst of thine enemies, Tht psople shall 

BE WILLING IN THE DAY OF THY POWKR." 

In pursuance of her plan Mercy sends 
forth her hertdds, they proclaim in every 
direction the glory of her character, and the 
grandeur of her design ; they lift up their 
voices like trumpets and spread abroad the 
savour of her knowledge in every place. 
The Holy Spirit is engaged to attend her 
ambassadors, and make their word effectual 
to the accomplishment of her designs. His 
energy accompanies their feeble endeavours, 
making the word quick and powerful, 
sharper than a two edged sword, and di- 
recting it to the hearts of the heirs of sal- 
vation. Conviction in an almost infinite 
variety of ways is produced in the heart, 
knowledge is conveyed to the understand- 
ing, and a serious concern characterizes the 
soul : mercy appears to be the only desira- 
ble object and is therefore sought ; sin is 
discovered to be the great cause of danger 
and alarm, and is therefore feared* confess- 
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ed, and forsaken. Mercy is now in her 
element. To behold the sinner weeping 
under the sense of his sin, panting for par- 
don at the footstool of God, and groaning 
for liberty, peace, and salvation; fills the 
bosom of mercy with inexpressible delight. 
The miserable sinner lamenting after God 
is the object that of all others catches her 
eye, affects her heart, and opens her re- 
sonrces. Such an one cannot cry and be 
disregarded, approach the throne and be 
overlooked, or seek and meet with a denial. 
She knows not how to deny when the sup- 
pliant confesses, or to refuse when the peni- 
tent pleads. In the tearful eye, the heav- 
ing breast, and the throbbing bosom of the 
praying soul ; Mercy beholds her own im- 
age, reads the partial accomplishment of 
her purpose, and the fulfilment of the 
promise of the Father. She says, " thou 
ART MIKE. No good thing will I withhold. 
I delight to bestow." She communicates 
her fevours as wisdom directs : pardon is 
given ; peace is realized ; liberty is enjoyed ; 
fellowship with God is experienced; the 
man has passed from death unto life, and 
sings with a joyful heart, " I have obtained 

MBBCT." 

The heart now becomes Mercy's home ; 
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she claims the afiections fbr her tfarone, and 
demands every feculty to he devoted to her 
service, aiid employed to her praise, ^se 
rejcnces over the conquered and triiunpha in 
her right. The work of renovation is be- 
gun with a determination that it shall he 
completed, and that when ccnnpleted it 
shall reflect glory upon all the attributes of 
God throughout eternity. Mercy is the 
delight and song of the soul, and the soul 
Is the object of Mercy's pleasure and joy : 
for the Lord taketh pleasure in his peo|de, 
he will beautify the meek with salvation. 
The vessel is now taken from among the 
ruins, and is washed, sanctified, and justi^ 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God. It is fitted and pre- 
pared for the Master^s use, a vessel which 
shall be found unto praise, and honour, and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

It may now well be stiled "A ybsssl of 
MBBCT," all the difference there is between 
it and the vessels of wrath, is produced by 
mercy : for according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost. Mercy made 
it what it is, and mercy preserves it from 
apostatizing to its former fearful state. It 
is now named from its contents, it has .r- 
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ceived mercy ; and from its designation, it. 
is designed to be employed in, and to deck 
the temple of mercy for evermore. It is 
distinguished from all around as peculiar, 
and never will be again mixed up with 
those who are appointed to wrath. This is 
God's purpose, and the soul's prayer is in 
accordance, " Grather not my soul with sin- 
ners, nor my life with wicked men." Mercy 
employs a number of workmen to brighten* 
and polish her vessels ; many of them are 
exceedingly unsightly and appear at first 
view unmerciful, but all their operations are 
overlooked and directed to benefit the soul. 
Paul had many of them employed about 
his person, but he discovered that each was 
producing something desirable, hence he 
says, ''Tribulation, worketh or produc- 
eth patience; patience, experience; and 
experience, hope ; and hope maketh not 
ashamed, because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us." The foreman is a 
rough, uncouth, iron-handed workman ; 
but he is an adept at his business, and 
therefore every vessel of mercy passes 
through his hands. The Master himself 
has said, '* Ye shall have tribulation." And 
the servant has declared, "It is throue^^ 
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much tribulation, we must enter into the 
kingdom of GK)d." Fear not therefore my 
poor tried brother. " Our light affliction 
which is but for a moment worketh out. 
for us a &r more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." 

Tlie Purifier puts every vessel into the 
fiimace, and himself superintends the pro- 
cess : he allows nothing to be consumed 
but the dross, and this he will purge firom 
them. They often object to his manner of 
dealing with them, but he says, " I will 
turn mine hand upon thee, I wiU purge in 
the furnace thy dross, and will take away 
all thine alloy." Some of the vessels ap- 
pear as if they were penetrated with filth, 
and mixed up with defilement, and of than 
he says, " I will melt them and try ,them, 
for how shall I part with them." He will 
not give them up, nor give over the ptuify* 
ing process, until he has accomplisiied in 
them all the good pleasure of his goodness, 
and the work of faith with power. He is 
determined to make them spotless and pure, 
that they may shine as the sun in his king- 
dom for ever. He melts them by trying 
dispensations and sanctifying operations; he 
casts them into the mould of his word, 
stamps upon them the beauties of holiness. 
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and causes them to show forth his praise. 
They are then dedicated to his service, filled 
with his Spirit, and acknowledged as his 
property. His name is engraved on them, 
his graces shine in them, and they are holi- 
ness unto the Lord. 

Reader, are you a vessel of mercy ? have 
you ardently sought, and experimentally 
OBTAINED mercy ? are you looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eter- 
nal life ? Remember if you are not a vessel 
of mercy, you are a vessel of wrath ; if not 
found in the hands of mercy, you will be 
found at last in the hands of an angry God. 
Unless you are prepai*ed for heaven by 
sancdfication, your certain doom is eternal 
damnation. There is no alternative ; no 
intermediate ; it must be mercy or wrath ; 
heaven or hell. If you have received mercy 
you know something about it : ydu can re- 
member that you felt your need of it, earn- 
estly sought it by prayer and supplication, 
and at last obtained it to your joy, peace, 
and satLS^BLCtion. 

But if you have not received mercy you 
are still under wrath, every threatening in 
Gtod's book is pointed at you, the vials of 
indignation are ready to be poured out 
upon you ; an angel may tremble at yor 
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danger, and a devil dread yottr doom. 
There is no safety for a siimer but beneath 
the wing of mercy ; to ttaX wing you are 
invited, before you in the gospel it is 
spread, and you are urged to flee to it as 
^e hope set before you, to shelter beneath 
it from the wrath that is to come. If found 
out of Christ, Gkxl will rule you with a* rod 
of iron, and at last dash you to pieces as a 
potter's vessel : that is, he will destroy your 
hopes, confound your projects, and fill yoo 
with everlasting misery and woe. O flee to 
Jesus, he will be merciful to your unrighte- 
ousness; he will have mercy upon yon, 
and abundantly pardon ! 

But is my*reader a vssssi* or i§brct ? 
then rejoice and he exceeding glad ; yoor 
state is a happy state, your prospects are 
unspeakably glorious ! Be mineral of yoar 
obligations to your God and Saviour; he 
bou^t you widi his own blood, that yon 
may serve him in righteousness and holi- 
ness all the days of your life. For your life 
he gave his own, and for your comfort he 
gave his word : he invites you to walk in 
fellowship with him, and expects you to 
glorify him in your body, soul, and spirit 
which are his. O love not the world, it 
is his enemy ; trifle not with sin, it goes 
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to his heart; listen not to eatan, he m- 
tends to beguile you: believe your Sa- 
viour's word, adorn your holy profession, 
and walk humbly with God. Often medi- 
tate upon the question, " Who made thee 
to differ from another ? " Often admire the 
gprace which put you among the children^ 
and wrote your name in the Lamb's book 
c^ life. Often anticipate the period when 
mercy shall put a crown of glory upon your 
head, and the joy you will feel in casting it 
at your Saviour's feet. Depend upon mercy 
to keep you from fieunting, to supply all 
your needs, to relieve your distresses, and to 
fill you with all the fulness of God ; let mercy 
be your satisfying portion and your delight- 
ful song in the house of your pilgrimage. 
Look for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life ; he will soon come 
a aecomd time without sin unto salvation ; 
and tiben he will collect all his vessels of 
mercy together, and so shall they be for 
ever with the Lord. 

'Tis mercy buries all complaints. 

Gives pleasures ever new, 
O how she triumphs o'er the saints, 

And makes them triumph too I 
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

Thb church of Ghriat is esseatially dis- 
tinct from the world ; it is not of the world 
even as Christ was not of the world. John 
xvii. 14 — 16. It was chosen out or the 
world, John xt. 19 : redeemed from am(»ig 
men, Rev. v. 9 ; xiv. 4 : and is called into 
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 1 
Cor. i. 9. The Father chose it before the 
foundation of the world, Ephes. i. 3(. 4 : 
the Son redeemed it in the fudnesa of tune, 
Gal. iv. 4, 5 : the Spirit washes, sanctifies 
and justifies it in the day of his power, 1 
Cor. vi. 11 : and every member is called 
upon to come out of the world, and to be 
seperate from it. 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. The 
church is to be a witness for God, the re<^ 
presentative of Christ, the temple of ti^ 
Holy Ghost. For this purpose she was 
chosen, and to to this end all spiritual bles* 
sings were given to her. Her union widi 
the world is a violation of (rod's command. 
contrary to a scriptural profession of Christ, 
and grievous in the eyes of the Holy Ghoet. 
The whole church is the one body of Christ 
but it is large and scattered through the 
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earth ; and therefore in every place where 
the gospel is preached, and sinners are con- 
verted, they should be united together as a 
church of Christ. Not united to the world 
forming a worldly establishment, but united 
together as a temple for the living Ood. 
Ther^ are many such churches in the world, 
they are all one in Christ, and will ulti- 
mately all be joined together in one vast 
congregation. Every union of persons pro- 
fessing religion, is not a church of Christ *, 
the marks of a true church may be gathered 
from the word of God, and some of them 
-will now be produced. 

A church of Christ must be composed of 
spiritual persons, for the kingdom of Christ 
is a spiritual kingdom. Except a man be 
bom again, bom of the Spirit, he cannot 
lawfully enter into this kingdom of God ; 
for that which is bom of the flesh is flesh, 
and they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God; (Rom. viii. 8,) but that which is 
bom of the Spirit is spirit. John iii. 6 — 7. 
The church is a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood appointed to offer spiritual sac- 
rifices, acceptable to God through Jesos 
Christ. It is the household of faith, or a 
family of believers. Without fEiith it is 
impossible to nlease God, every unbeliever 

u2 



908 TSB CBUMB or CBRiM* 

iHietiier in the churoh or out of it, k coned 
of Gk)d, and the wrath of Gk>d abides upon 
him. How then can it be thought light 
that saintB should be united to« and have 
fellowship with those who aze cuised of 
Qod, and are under his wrath. WHl God 
dwell witb, honour, and accept those lie 
curses; merely because they iHrofess the 
name of Christ, and are allowed contrary to 
scripture to af^roach his table and prolBss 
his name? Or ought true christians to sanc- 
tion such persons in so doing, or by joining 
with them dishonour their Lord, and deny 
by their practice the necessity of spirituality, 
or the work of the Holy Spirit to fit for 
church communion or fellowship with Grodi 
To those who do, I would recommend a 
serious perusal of the following scriptures. 
1 Cor. V. 6—13 ; 2 Cor. vi. 14—18 ; Ephes. 
V. 5—16 ; 2 Thess. iil 6—15 ; 2 Tim. ii. 
30, 21 ; Rev. xviii. 4. 

Another mark <^ a true church is jm^- 
c%, as opposed to parade, show, and world- 
ly grandeur. Beiieyors are ehUdrem of God. 
like Jacob of old tbey are plain men : their 
Lord and Master was so, and they are re- 
quired to follow his example. Groepel wor- 
ship is simple, it is the offering up of the 
heart to God in intercession^ prayera,- and 
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pmi^e. Gospel preaching is nmpk, it is the 
constant ei^bitioii of Christ crucHied, and 
the exceeding grace oi Gk)d in him. Gkwpd 
ordinances are simple, thej are to eomme* 
mornte and silently preach Christ. In bap- 
tifiHi beMevers are bmied with him, profess- 
ing to be dead to the world, to em, and to 
the law. In the supper they feed npcm him 
and pftyve }m flesh to be meat indieed and 
his Mood to be drink indeed. Gospel 
obedience is simple, it is the daily oiSsring 
up of the heart to God, and the consecration 
of the entire person to the service of God. 
In simplicity the trae church receives the 
Lord's word, believes it, walks by it, and 
expects its fulfilment : it is a light to her 
feet, and a lantern to her path. By simple 
laltii in Christ we are justified ; in simple 
dependance on Grod's promise we find 
Btrength to perform our journey; and 
simply aiming at God's glory, we are pre- 
serrad from dangers, snares, and death. 
SimHcity is the ornament and preservative 
of the churdi, and therefore Paul was jea- 
lous over his Corintibians, lest their minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ. 2 Cor. xi. 2, 8. with Col: 
n. 4, a 18—23. 

A true church is in vital union wi^' 
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Chrirt, and the memben are tisibly luiited 
to each odier. They are all in Chrijit, and 
all OKB in Christ. If we see a leg in one 
place, a hand in another, and aa arm in 
another, we do not say, here is a body; 
but here are such and such memberB : nei- 
ther are we warranted to say, here is a 
Church of Christ, because we meet with a 
few christians, who ha^e no visible connec- 
tion with each other. The true church, be- 
ing called a body, has one head ; and but 
one: and as the diurch is spiritUBl, the 
head, Christ, is spiritual also. Being called 
a Bride, she has one husband, even Jesus ; 
and will not commit adultery with the 
Kings of the earth. She is betrothed to 
Christ, and she sets her affections upon 
him ; she aims at his glory, not to court 
the pomps, vanities, and riches of a world 
that lieth in the wicked one. Holy love 
binds her to Jesus, and binds her mem- 
bers to each other : the Spirit of Christ 
sheds his love abroad in every member's 
heart, and if any man have not tiie Spirit of 
Christ he is none of his. He la no true 
member of the church, and is unfit to be in 
union with the fiEdthfnl, to meet al; the 
Lord's table, or to fill any office in the 
temple of the living God. Nothing is uoie 
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to be lamented than the want of union 
among the Lord's people in the present 
day ; we should have one common ground 
upon which we could all meet ; one strong 
band which would unite us altogether ; 
and so much christian love and forbearance, 
ajs would enable us to perform every act of 
christian kindness for each other, in the 
world and in the church, as the word of 
God directs. No wall should be allowed to 
remain, which is high enough to separate 
our hearts, sympathies, or efforts ; and by 
the union of every part of the body which 
holds the head, it should be loudly and dis- 
tinctly proclaimed, " All we are beeth- 
BEN." So that the world may be constrain- 
ed in wonder to exclaim again, " See how 

THESE CHRISTIANS LOVE ONE ANOTHER." 

Another mark of a true church is purity ; 
vrithout holiness no man can see the Lord ; 
therefore caimot be in union with Christ, 
and if not in union with the Head, can be 
BO part of the Body. The temple of Grod is 
holy. It was chosen to be holy. Redeem^ 
ed that it might be holy. It is saved by 
the washing ^ regeneration and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost. If any man be in 
Christ he is a new creature. He that is 
jOHied tQ the Lord is one spirit with him. 
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If every member be holy, the body is 'cf 
course holy. The church ss to breatiie the 
mild, genUe, loving spirit of Jean r opptes* 
sion, persectttioii, or imngii^ iftoney from 
unwiDing hands, is no feeiart of ^e cbnreh 
of Jetus. He says tx> her, *' Resist not evil.*' 
He commends her for taking joyfiiUy the 
spoiling of her goods. He conunands her 
to do good to all : and informs her minis- 
ters that they must not strive, but be obw« 
TLB UNTO ALL MBK, apt to tsach, patient, in 
meekness intsructing those that oppose 
themselves; if Ood peradventure wSl give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth. Love to all mankind, mercy to 
the unthankful and the unholy, and fellovr- 
ship with Christ in his sufierings,^ is both 
the duty and privilege of die body of Christ. 
The church is daily to take up her cross 
and bear it after Jesus, to be cnidlied to 
tiie world, and to suffer for his sake. Holi* 
ness should be written upon eveiy vessel of 
God's house, and upon every act of tlie Re* 
deemer's church. He came not to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them ; he caiae 
not to turn the world into a diuich, but to 
gather together in one the people of God, 
which were scattered abrond ; to take out 
fRMn among the Gentiles a people for Ids 



fL9B CHimCH OP 0RRI8t. 318 

name. He calls us to receive his Spirit, to 
believe hia word, to imitate his example, to 
represent him to the world, to suffer with 
him now that we may be glorified with him 
by and by. He says to us individually, 
" Keep thyself pure : " to us as a church, 
" Purge out the old leaven that ye may be a 
new lump. Be ye holy for I am holy." The 
Head is holy, the Spirit is holy, the doc- 
trines are holy, t^e laws are holy; and 
shall we be so inconsistent as to say that a 
carnal, worldly, oppressing community is 
the church of the living God. 

Activity is a characteristic of the body of 
Christ, the Lord has formed it for himself 
to shew forth his praise. Every member 
has life to spend In his service, and talents 
to devote to his cause ; every officer should 
be holy, that he may be active for his glory. 
To sfsread the gospel in every direction, to 
show the nature and tendency of real reli- 
gion, and to compel sinners to come in to 
the gospel feast; should be the aim and 
employment of every church member. 
£very joint in the mystical body should 
supply its pait ; prayers, property, and ef- 
forts to enlarge the boundaries of the idsible 
kingdom of Messiah ; should be freely and 
constantly presented to God and his church 



S16 THE CBURCR OF CRRIIT. 

on earth to be rejected of Ood in Iieaven, 
and to be consigned to darkness, destrac- 
tion, and despair. Think not then that you 
are safe because in a church, but make your 
calling* and election sure : s e pa rate yourself 
from the world, though it profess religion i 
and join with the Lord's people, Btcyiag, ** I 
will go with you for Grod is with you/* 

Poor careless sinner, take not a prejudice 
against the religion of Christ because pro- 
fessors are worldly, covetous, or oppressors, 
reaping where they have not laboitfed ; for 
no part of the gospel sanctions HiSm, and 
and they must give an account of tlieir mis- 
conduct to God. Learn religion fkom the 
bible, its spirit is love, it breathes inerey, 
pity, forbearance, and compassion with 
every breath : and whatever is contrary to 
these proceedeth not firom Qod, nor is it 
sanctioned by any part of the sospel. That 
men would be lovers of ^ev ownselveB. 
proud, boasters, and evil workers under a 
profession of religion is foretold ; but such 
conduct is condemned as well as foretold. 
Flee to Jesus, learn of him, look lor life siid 
salvation to him ; and then, though tlie 
foundations of the world be out of oocffse* ke 
will appear to your joy, but all his enennes 
whether cov&rt or open shall be ashasMd. 
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AN EXHOETATION AND CAUTION. 

'' Be ye doen oi the word, and not hearers only 
deceiying your own selves." James, i. 22. 

** To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin." James iv. 17. 

Thb ward of God is intended to be our 
daily counaeller* guide, and friend. It con- 
tains all that is necessary to be known for 
our comfort, direction, and safety. It never 
flatters our vanity, nourishes our fears, or 
sanctions our sins. It comprises all that is 
necessary for doctrine, correction and in- 
stnictioa in righteousness. Its doctrines 
axe all truei important, and holy : they are 
to be bdieved, published and enjoyed. Its 
i»rdinanoes ajse simple, plain, and significant; 
and are to be observed by all who reverence, 
believe, and hope in God. Its precepts are 
appropriate, neeeseary, and wise; adapted 
to all our situations in society, and are to 
be cheerfully, constantly, and universally 
-obeyed. "Bbyu dobbs of tbb wobd." 

As ^iristians we are to walk in wisdom, 
vitb kindness, and mercy, toward the world; 
ranenbering that grace alone has made us 
to difier. As brethren in Christ, united b^ 
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the endearing ties of spiritual love, in gos* 
pel fellowship, we aie to walk in knre, 
unityi and peace ; as those who being one 
with Christ, are influenced by the same 
Spirit, and walk by the same rale. As sub- 
jects of the kingdom of Immanuel, we are 
required to walk with loyalty, courage and 
sincerity ; as sincere in our profession, and 
upright in our hearts. As the sons of God by 
adoption and regeneration, we should walk 
in humility, submissicm, and holy fear, aa al- 
ways in the presence of our loving Fatb^.and 
and gracious Gkxi. As temples of the Holy 
Ghost, we are required to carry ovraelves 
towards him as dependants, as set apart icx 
his glory and praise : sowing to the Spirit, 
minding the things of the Spirit, and being 
careful that we do not grieve him. In all 
our relations in the world we are exhorted to 
be examples, not only professing, but " boing 

THE WILL OF OOn FROM THE REABT." 

Fathers are commanded to be kind, atten- 
tive, and patient : children to be obedient, 
submissive, and attentive : husbands to be 
loving, industrious, and prudent : wives to 
be submissive, affectionate, and modest: 
masters to be just, considerate, and feeling : 
servants to be hcmest, industrious, and wil- 
ling ; and that we all '* stuidy to be quiet/' 
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and to do each one his own businesB ; be- 
cause a meek and quiet spirit is in the sight 
of God of great price, lliese distinctions 
in life Jehovah hath ordained, and these 
duties the same God hath commanded and 
requires: therefore we are bidden to per- 
form them, not as pleasing men but God, 
-who trieth our hearts : nor can they be re- 
jected or neglected without sin, and some 
measure of correction if we are the Lord's 
people. 

Our character, duty, state, and privileges 
are defined and set forth in God's word for 
our comfort, direction, and spiritual profit : 
doctrines, ordinances, and duties are united 
by the wisdom and love of God ; and it is 
very unbecoming in worms of the earth to 
attempt to disunite them. " What God hath 
joined together let no man put asunder.' 
He has loade provision for our weakness in 
his dear Son, for our ignorance in his holy 
word, and for our idleness and wayward- 
ness in his chastising rod ; mercy and grace 
are promised to help us, the Spirit to lead 
us into truth, and the rod to drive folly 
from us. Weakness is no excuse, for God 
has provided, the plea of inability cannot be 
admitted, for €rod has invited and exhorted 
us to ''ASK, AND BBCEivE." If there was p 
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proviebn, we miglit plead out weakness ; if 
no diredioii, our ignorance ; if no anthoiity, 
our Kberty ; but now we see every excuse 
cut off, and the slothful servant must be 
speechless before God at last. 

The commands of God are positive, not 
merely negative; we are not only to ab- 
stain from evil but to do good. Life is 
given us for activity, and opportunities to 
prove our sincerity; our benevolence is 
not to be confined, nor our efforts suspend' 
^ ; we are to do good to all, and not be 
weary of doing. Our obedience must be 
willing service, doing the will of Qod fit)m 
the heart; if our minds are spiritual his 
commandments are not grievous : but his 
yoke is easy and his burden light. God 
accepts not eye-service, performed in slavish 
fear ; nor approves of that obedience which 
is a burden, but the obedience of faith, love, 
and gratitude he does accept. Believing 
the love which God hath for us ; the rela- 
tion in which he stands unto us, (as a 
Father;) the provision he has made, the 
mercies he has bestowed, and the salvation 
he has freely given us ; the honour he has 
put upon us, with the designs of his wis- 
dom respecting us ; we love him ; and lov- 
ing him, we desire to honour, obey ana 
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glorify him. Love sets the soul ' on flame 
to render again according to all that the 
Lord hath done for us; and gratitude, 
sweet gratitude, oils the wheels of the soul 
and inspires us to cry out, " I will run in 
the way of thy commandments, for thou hast 
enlarged my heart." 

The command should be viewed as pro- 
ceeding from Jesus, our dear and adorable 
Saviour, who laid down his life for us ; as 
backed with the most powerful arguments 
drawn from Bethlehem's manger, Geth- 
semane's garden. Calvary's cross, Josephl^ 
sepulchre. Olivet's mount, and the glorious 
high throne above, where he ever liveth to 
make intercession for us : and surely argu- 
ments indited by purest love, written in 
characters of blood, and breathing in every 
line peace, good-vnll, and an ardent desire 
for our permanent happiness, must have 
weight, must be powerful to move even 
such hearts as ours! The design which 
our gracious Qod hath in view in every 
New Testament command is our good, in 
connexion with the honour of Jesus, and 
his own glory and praise. All his precepts 
issue from a throne of grace, are the off- 
spring of paternal kindness, and could not 
be dispensed with but at our loss. 
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The kindness of our Lord cautions ns 
against being satisfied with heanng ot 
reading the word, except we are sanctified 
through it : Ibe great deagn of preaching 
or reading the word & our sanctification ; 
nd therefore our Redeemer prayed, ** Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth, ttj word is 
truth:" and Peter exhorting the church, uses 
this as an argument, " Seeing ye ha^e puri- 
fied your souls in obeying the truth, 
through the Spirit imto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, see that ye love <xie anotiier 
with a pure heart fervently/* Readmg the 
word or hearing it explained should never 
satisfy us, unless its sanctifying efiects are 
felt in our hearts and evidenced in our 
lives : or to use Paul's beautiful figure* tm- 
less we are delivered into it as into a 
mould, and bear the impressions of its sa- 
cred diaracter about us wherever we go. 
The word preached did not profit the Jews 
of old, they not being united unto it by 
faith ; therefore the Apostle shorts us to 
fear and labour. Heb iy. 1, 2, 11. Never 
should we consider that we are safe or in the 
right way, merely because we can hear the 
word with satis&ction, or remember it with 
ease ; unless it spring up and bring ibrtii 
fruit to the glory of divine gracje. '' Be ye 
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i>OBS8 of the word, and not hearers onlt, 

DBCBIYINO TOUR OWNSELYB8." 

Awful I most awfiil must be the character 
of the 8elf«deoeiver, who like the .foolish 
virgins, or those referred to in (Matt. vii. 
22, 23.) think that they are right until 
Jesua from within, when the door is shut, 
assures them they are wrong. Such a 
thing is more than possible, for we have 
evidence all around us that many such 
chaiacters exist ; hearers, talkers^ and pro-* 
feasors abound in ev^ry direction ; who by 
the ^irit they manifest, the unsanctified 
tempers they habitually display, and the 
forbidden conduct in which they indulge, 
without remorse or contrition, prove that 
they deceive themselves. For if any man, 
however sound his creed, have not the 
Spirit of Christ he is none of his: and 
without holiness no man shall see the Lord. 
Presuming on the goodness of their state, 
and resting in a creed or form of godliness 
while destitute of the power ; they pass on 
persuaded they are die Lord's and shall 
finally be glorified with him in heaven 
whose .word they pervert, whose name they 
prafEoie, whose cause they injure, and on 
whose love they presume. But shall they 
escape by their iniquity? No, " be not de* 

v2 
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fesfiion is yain without possession. We 
must every one of us give account of him- 
self to God, we must i^pear naked, strip- 
ped of every fidae disguise in the sight of the 
Lord, and then self-examination will he too 
late. Etbrkity renders all connected with 
it momentous ; therefore trifle not, presume 
not, hut look well to l^e foundation of yxiur 
hope. Are you founded upon a bock ? Are 
you keeping the sayings of Jesus, and 
doing them ? Or, are you resting upon a 
little knowledge, a few gifts, and a mere 
profession ? If so, your fall will be great, 
your end awfiil, and your pretensions prove 
to be nothing but wind and confusion. 

Better make no profession of feith in 
Jesus, than to profess only to dishonour: 
better never to have known the way op 
BioBTEOusNBSs, than knowing, refuse to 
walk in it. Wrath will come upon such un- 
to the uttermost, and they shall receive the 
OBEATBa DAMNATION. It is Only professors 
who crucify the Son of God afresh, who do 
despite unto the Spirit of grace, who turn 
the grace of God unto lasciviousnesa ; let us 
therefore watch and be sober, let us cast 
away the works of darkness and put upon 
us the armour of light, let «s wmlk honestly 
o« ;r^ *i,e ^y^ y^^ j^^g ^^^ ^ moment to 
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call our own, all and each is the Lord's ; 
therefore let us not trifle : we have profes- 
sedly resigned ourselves and all we possess 
into the gracious hands of Jesus, therefore 
let us remember it is sacrilege to lend them 
to satan, or employ them in sin. We are 
the Lord's, so we declared when we put on 
the profession of his name ; let us therefore 
aim in all things to glorify his name, adorn 
our profession, and benefit his cause upon 
earth. We must give an account of our- 
selves to God ; we shall be rewarded ac- 
cording to our works ; let us therefore be 
stedfeist, immoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we 
KNOW, (being informed by the word before 
hand,) that our labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. Being loved with an everlasting 
love, redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit ; 
let us so think, speak, and act, that God 
may be glorified in us, by us, and through 
us. 

Lord, ami me with thy Spirit's might, 
Since I am call'd by thy great name, 

In thee let all my thoughts unite, 
Of all my works be thou tiie aim : 

Thy love attend me all my days, 

And my sole business be thy praise. 
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SiH, is the object of the bdiever's hatred, 
and the daily cause of grief; he feels it 
workmg withm him, and discovers it in all 
he peifonns. 'Every thou^t, word* and 
action, is defiled by it: and he groans facing 
burdened with it. He is deHvered from its 
guilt by fiEuth in atoning blood, but he 
wants to witniess its uprooting by the hand 
of almighty power. He bdievea it shall 
not condemn him, but he feeis it will an- 
noy him ; it disturbs his peace, spcnls his 
devotions, feeds his doubts, furnishes wea- 
pons for his enemy, and grieves him at his 
heart. It is always witibon him, and gene- 
rally working to distress him ; it is his bane, 
bis annoyance, and his great stumbling-* 
block. He hates it when he sees it in the 
world, more when he sees it in the church» 
but most when he sees it in himself. He 
rejoices that Christ removed it, but memrns 
that he was pierced by it. He longa for 
freedom from it, and often groans out, O 
when shall I be free ? when shall I eigoy 
that blessed state of holiness and happiness 
promised in the word of my God, 
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" When sin no more shall vex my soul, 
Nor satan any more controul, 
Nor guilt shall me pursue 7" 

SxLF, is the chrbtian's daily cross, he is 
fieistened to it, pained by it, and yet cannot 
get torn it. Self creeps into every duty 
and spoils it, into every privilege and per- 
verts it, into every place and proves an an- 
noyance. 'Hie more we see of the Redeem- 
er's glory, aim at Jehovah's praise, and de- 
sire to live a life of holiness and usefulness, 
the more we find self to be our enemy ; its 
deceitfulness beguiles us, its wickedness 
burdens us, and its constant attempts to 
rob Qod fill us with shame. We sometimes 
admire it, hug it, and honour it, but then 
we are decdved by it ; we at other times 
crucify it, deny it, and aim to be the death 
of it, then we deal wisely with it. Saintly 
self is too often mistaken for grace, and 
highly honoured ; wicked self is too often 
looked at as a proof that we have no grace 
at all; but both are wrong: we require 
much wisdom and grace to live very near to 
the Lord in order to preserve us from de- 
cqition in this matter. Self in a sheep skin 
is fer more dangerous than self in a devil's 
skm, the one may fill us with fear, but the 
other is sure to puff us with pride ; the on^ 
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may make us conchide we are less titan the 
least of saints, and the chief of sinnexs; 
bat the other wiU lift us up above our fel- 
lows, and persuade us to look down from 
our dangerous pinntcle and treat them with 
contempt. Self is a dreadful perrerter, it 
will pervert God's book, the Spirit's work, 
and the designs of a wise and holy, provi- 
dence ; it will pervert all a man sees, all he 
hears, and all he feek; consequently we 
cannot but fear its power, hate its nature 
and practices, and pray for complete deli- 
verance from it. Blessed be Gbd, self in a 
bad sense can never enter heaven. 

Self wUl be left behind, 

When I to Jesus flee ; 
And I shall glorious freedom find, 

Throughout eternity. 

Satan, is anotlier great foe; the two 
former are within, this is without : they 
are permanent residents in the soul, this is 
only a visitor. Once he inhabited, clasm- 
ed, and wrought in. us to the blinding of 
our minds ; and led us captive at his will, 
but Jesus overcune him. cast him out> tock 
the prey from the mighty, and the lawful 
captive was delivered. But he never 
forgets that 1 wa3 oace his palace, ai¥i Is 
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-detenuned if he oaimot re-possess he will 
creute all the annoyance he can. He is the 
public disturber of the soul's peace, and the 
determined enemy of its holiness and useful- 
ness. He lays siege to every fisiculty, and 
endeavours by erer infernal artifice to lead 
astray tem the simplicity which is in 
Christ. Every saint is his eye-sore ; but a 
spiritual, simple minded, active christian is 
espedally so ; he will pursue him in every 
way, and employ every means to corrupt 
his judgment by error, to alienate his in- 
fections from Jesus, to defile the conscience 
by sin, to fill the memory with carnality, 
and to lead out the will in the choice and 
pursuit of forbidden objects. He will ex- 
poimdthe scriptures, teach how to pray, and 
turn his hand to an3rthing so that he may 
but beguile us, and lead us to dishonour 
Jesus, against whom his malice is chiefly 
vented. A pions devil is the most danger- 
ous devil, aiui he 'often comes in this char- 
acter, and fills the mind with pride, conceit, 
and presumption, and then the mind is a 
miniature of himself. A blaspheming devil 
is truly distaresing, when he tborows his hor- 
rid injections into the mind, and fills the 
memory with the very skimmings of hell ; 
bat eveo this, dreadful as it is, is not " 
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dangerous as the other. WeH may Peter 
say, *' Be sober, be vi^lant^ for your adyer- 
sary the devil goeth about seeking whom 
he may devour/' 

Satan our dreadftil foe, 

It ever on his rout ; 
And seeking to destroy our peace. 

He daily goes about 

Salvation, from sin by the blood of the 
Lamb, from self by the power of gnuce, 
from satan by the in-dwelling of the HoLj 
Spirit, is another of the christian's S's. 
The former would make him the most 
wretched of beings if it were not for this, 
but salvation, glorious salvation, raises him 
above such a state. To be saved from the 
guilt, power, and consequence of sin by 
Jehovah's free grace, and to know and 
enjoy it under the sweet anointing of the 
Holy Spirit, is blessed indeed. To find 
what was once my meat, my pastime, and 
my element, become hatefrd ; to loathe it, 
grieve over it, and rise superior to it 
through fellowship with Jesus Christ, is 
truly salvation. To be enabled to look at 
satan, at his malice, his cunning, his 
power, his vassals, and innumerable instra* 
ments ; and to know that the blood of Im- 
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manuel, the faithful promise of an un- 
changeable God, and the office, character, 
and work of the Holy Spirit are all com- 
bined to secure me the victory, is indeed a 
cause of consolation. To look at self in its 
yarious forms, artifices, and designs ; and to 
be assured that it shall be abased, conquer- 
ed, rooted out, and destroyed, is truly a 
cause of gratitude. To believe that I shall 
be delivered from everything injurious in its 
character, be raised above everything pain- 
ful in its nature and tendency, and be 
introduced into the enjoyment of perfect 
holiness, uninterrupted happiness, and God 
glorifying employments, is certainly true 
blessedness ; but all this is contained in 
salvation : then I may sing, 

''Salvation, O the joyfal sound, 

'Tis pleasure to my ears ; 
A sovereign balm for every wound, 

A cordial for my fears." 

Sincerity, this the christian prizes, 
seeks, and manifests: he hates the very 
name of deception, and would not de- 
ceive, or be deceived for the world. He 
goestd God with, "Search me, O God, 
and try me, see what way of wickedness 
there is in me, and lead me in the wav 



3M SBVBH SOLEim SUBlBCTBt 

eyerlasting/' He searches the word of 
Gk)d, and examines his own heart, compar- 
ing it therewith, lest he should be deceived. 
He chooses and prizes a heart-searching 
and rousing ministry, and valnes searching 
authors. He would be what God requires 
him to be, and appear what he really is : 
not but he sometimes finds abominations 
working which he would not have disclosed 
for the world, but he would only profess 
that character which he really is. He 
speaks what he means, and means what he 
speaks ; heart and lips go together, the one 
is the index of the odier. He fears, he 
hates, be dreads hjrpocrisy ; and longs to 
be all holiness, honesty, and truth. If he 
swears to his own heart he changes not, 
but endeavours to perform his vow. He 
trembles at the trimming, shuffling, and de- 
ception praq^sed by many professors, and 
humbly exclaims, " So do not I, because of 
the fear of the Lord." He sincerely in- 
tends when he professes, sincerely endea- 
vours to be and to do what he has profess* 
ed, and sincerely laments and mourns over 
all his short-comings. You may read his 
heart in his life, see his uprighUiess in his 
tears, and hear his sincerity in his groaning 
confessions. . Next to Ovation by ^^raoe he 
p^- •- z^ of soul. 
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Msde honest by fhe grace of God, 

He aims to be sincere ; 
He trusts in Christ's atoning blood, 

Uniting faith viiih fear. 

SiMPLicirr, he learns this of his beloved 
Lord, who tells us, "Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children, ye 
shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
God." SuBplicity and godly sincerity go 
together. It is manifested in reading God's 
word, he wants simply to understand the 
mind and will of God, to understand what 
God really intends. He does not want to 
form a system, or defend favoiuite points ; 
but to find light, obtain knowledge, receive 
comfort, enjoy gospel peace, and walk in 
the ways in which bas God would have him 
to go. It is discovered especially in his 
prayers, he goes to God as a poor, depend- 
ant, unworthy sinner ; he goes through Jesus 
Christ, he pleads mercy, grace, and promi- 
ses ; he does not attempt to compliment the 
Lord, but to obtain blessings from him, and 
enjoy communion with him ; his language 
is the language of his feelings rather than 
his fEmoies, and he is, or would be earnest, 
fervent, and importunate, as one who really 
needs. It may be seen in his conversation 
upon spiritual subjects, there is a simplicity 
which strikes, pleases, and gratifies a spi- 
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temptible baubles, but looks for that bless- 
ed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

O let superior motives rule my heart, 
And may superior rules my conduct guide ; 
Superior consolations, Lord, impart, 
Grant a superior end, my Saviour's side. 

Reader, are you acquainted with these 
seven S's ? Have you ever felt sin, seen 
self, opposed satan, received salvation, been 
made sincere, evinced simplicity, and enjoy- 
ed holy superiority ? Have you ever known 
these subjects separately ? Have they all 
met in you experimentally ? They are seen 
to mpst advantage when seen sdtogether, 
the three former, like the dark ground ^in a 
a picture, set off the latter. But remember 
sin must be hated, self must be denied, 
satan must be resisted, salvation must lie 
realized, sincerity must be experienced, 
simplicity must be manifested, and superi* 
ority must be discovered, or you have great, 
very great reason to doubt your pretensions 
to real Christianity. 

O for just hatred to ev^ry sin ! 
May I deny myself in every form ? 
Resist the temper, and a victory gain, 
Receive salvation as a guilty worm ; 
Be simple hearted and indeed sincere, 
Superior in my character while here. 
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Etket diing aioond us is rhimging and 
hBt pasung away, notfaing appears settled 
or secure : tbe old year has fled and has 
told its tale before the throne ; a new year 
be^ns to day and will introdnoe mercies 
and trials, comforts and distresses darkness 
and light. Who can tell what is folded op 
in the bosom of this year ? Doubtless the 
most important events are connected with 
this period of time. Could we look 
through the several months, weeks, days, 
and hours of this year ; could we count the 
head aches and the heart aches which await 
us ; the disappointments we shall meet, the 
vexations we shall experience, the distresses 
we must pass through, our hearts would 
perhaps be wrung with anguish, and our 
minds be clouded with gloom. But these 
are wisely concealed from our view, and 
whatever may be our anticipations or fore- 
bodings, the Lord meets us on the thresh- 
old of this year and assures us that Jesus 
Christ is thr same. Heb. xiii. 8. This 
is our encouragement, beloved friends, God 
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himself in pity and compassion gives us 
this sweet, cheering, and animating assur- 
ance. Could Jesus change, then we might 
sink into gloom, despondency, and despair ! 
Creatures may change, and do change for 
the worse instead of the better, but Jesus is 
the same. It is impossible he should be 
better, and he never will be worse. He 
embodies every thing that is amiable, glori- 
ous, and inviting in deity ; and every thing 
that is excellent, admirable, and sweet in 
humanity. He blends the attributes of God 
and the perfections of man in his sacred 
character. He is at once our Brother and 
our God : our Maker and oiu: Fellow : our 
Lord and our Husband. O admirable mys- 
tery ! O encouraging connection ! O de- 
lightful truth ! 

Brethren, what have the Lord's people 
found Jesus to be in by gone days ? That, 
all that, is Jesus now. Yes, this new year's 
morning he has all that love, kindness, ten- 
derness, pity, compassion, verity, and ma- 
jesty which his people in every age have 
proved him to possess. He who S3rmpa- 
thized with the widow of Nain, who had 
compassion on the hungry multitude, and 
wept with the sisters of departed I^azar^' 
is just the same now as then. He has 
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aame nature, the same heart, and the same 
fellow feeling. Yes — . 

*Hiat human heart he still retuns. 
Though thron'd in .highest bliss ; 
And feds each tempted member's pains. 
For our affliction's his." 

Trae we have not the same visible expres- 
sions of his tenderness and pity, but they 
are neyertheless real ; he is the same to day 
as he was yesterday, and will be the same 
for ever. We have the same Jesus to deal 
with as had the Syrophenician woman, the 
adultress at Jacob's y^ell, or the thief upon 
the cross. He is deeply interested in our 
welfare, lovingly concerned to do us good, 
and ready to hdp us in every time of trou- 
ble. His ear is at every believer's heart, 
listening to the voice of his sighs, groans, 
and desires; his eye is observant of the 
christian's goings, and marks every step te 
takes; his hand is stretched out to help 
him in every time of trial, or circumstance 
of difficulty ; and his bowels yearn over 
him with indescribable affection and pity in 
every affliction or trouble. He loves our 
persons, knows our frame, considers our 
circumstances, pities our weaknesses, 
watches our movements, orders our steps. 
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The merits and worth of his blood 
Are equal below and abore ; 
As soon might he cease to be God, 
As Jesiis might cease in his love/* 

We are apt to think the Lord changes . 
when his dispensations change, hut no ; the 
change of his dispensations proceeds from the 
immutahility of his purpose respecting us, 
and his love to us. He is determined to 
bless us indeed, and this heing the case he 
must empty us from vessel to vessel, and 
change his dealings according to the state 
of our hearts, our enemies, or our tempta- 
tions. Our Jesus always pursues one ste - 
dy course, and hath one gracious design 
towards us, all must work to produce our 
sanctification, and eternal salvation. The 
Lord will not indulge us when indulgence 
will harm us, nor will he correct us hut 
when correction will do us good. His in- 
finite wisdom devises our way, and incon- 
ceivahle love directs our steps. Creatures, 
providences, experiences may change, hut 
Jesus is the same ; his heart is as tender, 
his eye as penetrating, his ear as attentive, 
his arm as powerful, his presence as near, 
his name as sweet, his hlood as efficacious, 
his righteousness as glorious, his promises 
as certain, his oath as sure, his throne as 
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accessible, his love as great, his concern for 
us as deep, and his intercession as prevalent 
as it ever was ; and will be so through 
every week, day, hour, yea, minute of the 
present year. The Lord keep up in the 
remembrance of his people these things, 
for bis name's sake. 

Beloved, you must trust no one, depend 
on no one, look to no source either for 
peace, comfort, or supply, through this 
year, but Jesus. He is willing and waiting 
to supply all your needs, according to his 
glorious riches; soul needs, body needs, 
family needs, church needs ; needs in sick- 
ness, needs in health ; needs at home, 
needs abroad ; needs while living, needs 
when dying ; Jesus can, will, yea wishes to 
supply them all. He will keep his seat on 
the throne of grace throughout the whole 
of the year, you will never find him absent 
for any one moment, or so engaged that he 
cannot attend to you. He will always be 
pleased to see you come, and will at all 
times consider your case. But you must 
go to him FIRST, be sure you remember 
this, for he has a jealous eye ; you must 
go to him ALONE, you must go to him for 
ALL, you must go to him frequently, you 
must go PE&8EVEBINQL7, and as sure as his 
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name is Jesus you shall not go in vain. ! 
proclaim to you in my Master's name, that 
he has everything you can want for body or 
soul, for time or eternity ; and as his Her- 
ald I cry, "Ho, every one that thirsteth, tnd 
whenever you thirst, come ye to the waters, 
come huy and eat : yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price." 
I have a complaint against some that they 
have not come often enough, and against 
others that they have gone to some other 
market ; but let me interrogate you a little : 
Did ever my Master frown you away ? Did 
you ever find him wanting in kindness, pit}\ 
or love ? Did you ever need any blessing 
which was not to be found in his fulness, 
or to be had at his throne ? Did you ever 
do better, or so well any where else ? You 
must all to a man say, no. Why then do 
you forsake the fountain of living waters, 
why do you wander upon every mountain 
and hill, and forget your resting place? 
Jesus addresses you through me, and says, 
'* O my people, what have I done unto 
thee ? and wherein have I wearied thee ^ 
testify against me," Micah vi. 3. &c. None 
have come too frequent, no, nor ever wilL 
Come, then, and receive, and so glorify 
Jesus. 
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But I must draw to a conclusion, there 
are seven things I wish you may all more 
fully experience this year. His Spirit work- 
ing in your hearts, his hlood speaking in 
your consciences, his power subduing your 
corruptions, his blessing resting upon your 
souls, his presence cheering your way, his 
righteousness covering your persons, and 
his peace keeping your hearts and minds. 
Iliere are seven things I wish you may 
know it is your privilege to have this year : 
A name in his book, a sight of his covenant, 
a tear in his bottle, a place in his heart, a 
title to his fulness, a right to his promises, 
and an interest in his prayers. There are 
seven things I wish you may do this year. 
Weep at his cross, iwrestle at his throne, 
cleave to his truth, walk in his ways, aim 
at his honour, comfort his people, and 
spread in every direction his fsune. There 
are seven things which I wish you may en- 
joy this year. The light of his fece, the 
power of his love, the hope of his calling, 
the good of his chosen, contentment undei 
all dispensations, liberty in performing his 
commands, and victory over every foe. 
There are seven things from which I hope 
you may be preserved this year. From a 
hard heart, a seared conscience, a Laodicean 
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state, a proud look, an UIlforgi^dng spirit, 
an envious eye, and from giving God the 
lie. And now, brethren, Jesus can give all 
I wish you to experience, to know, to en- 
joy; and he can preserve you from all I 
wish you to be kept ; but he says, " I will 
be enquired of, by the house of Israel, to do 
it for them." You must ask, seek, knock, 
plead, wrestle, and agonize at his throne, for 
he loves a determined, importunate, perserv- 
ing beggar, as is evident from Luke xi. 1 — 
14 ; xviii. 1 — 9. The Lord bless you, and 
keep you, and lift up the light of his coun- 
tenance upon you, and give you peax;e. 

StUl, nigh me, O my Saviour, stand ! 

And guard in fierce temptation's hour 1 
Hide in the hollow of thy hand ; 

Shew forth in me thy saving power : 
Still be thy arms my safe defence ; 
Nor earth nor hell shall pluck me thence. 

Still let thy love point out the way : 

How wond*rous things thy love hath wrought ! 
Still lead me lest I go astray : 

Direct my work inspire my thought : 
And if I fall, soon may I hear 
Thy voioe, and know that love is near. 
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THE LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is often repre- 
sented in sacred scripture by the figure of a 
Lamb, either to set forth the mildness, pa- 
tience^ and loveliness of his nat\^« ; or the 
design of his incarnation, which was that he 
might offer himself as a sacrifice to God, 
and so put away sin. He is pointed out to 
us as the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world ; as bearing our sins 
in his own body on the tree. For this pur- 
pose he was set up from everlasting, and 
manifested in these last times ; therefore 
the apostle Peter assures us that we are re- 
deemed by his precious blood, as of a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot : who 
verily was foreordained before the founda- 
tion of the world, but was manifest in these 
last times for those, who by him do believe 
in God, that raised him up from the dead 
and gave him glory ; that' their ftdth and 
hope may be in Grod. He came to give his 
life a ransom for many. He had power to 
lay it down and he had power to take it 
it again. " He laid down his life for his 
sheep." He came that they might hav^ 



S48 TfiE lamb's book of li#e. 

life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. 

The Lord Jesus is represented as haviQc^ 
a book, which is called " the book of life." 
Phil. iy. 3. Not that we are to understand 
that he has really a volume like those used 
by men, but only that which is tantamount, 
•and answering the same purpose. In this 
book is recorded the names of all his be- 
loved sheep. Therefore he bids his disci- 
ples " rejoice, that their names are written 
in heaven." Luke x. 20. And we read of 
some " whose names were not written in 
the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world." Rev. xiii. 8 ; xvii. 
8; XX. 15. Of others that they " were written 
in heaven." Heb. xii. 23. This book is the 
family register, containing the names of the 
" the whole family in heaven and earth as 
named by the Father." Ephes, iii. 15. 
Here is recorded " the eternal purpose and 
promise of God, to give life eternal to all 
who believe in Jesus." Ephes. iii. 11 ; 1 
John. ii. 25 ; Titus i. .2. Here is found 
the contract between the Father and the 
Son in reference to our redemption, and the 
Saviour's satisfection. Heb. x. 7 — 10 ; Isa. 
liii. 10, 11. And in this volume is signified 
the will of the Father, that for the honour 
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of Jesus, " every one that seeth the Son 
and believeth on him shall have eternal 
life." John vi. 37 — 40. And in the judg- 
ment this book of life will be produced 
and opened, and heaven shall be awarded 
to all whose names are written therein. 
Rev. XX. 12 : xxi. 27. "Jehovah chose his 
people in Christ from the beginning," (2 
Thes. ii. 13.) " before the foundation of the 
world," (Ephes. i. 3, 4.) of mere grace. 
(Rom.xi. 5.) Not because they would be 
holy, but to make them so ; (Ephes. i. 4.) 
not because influenced by any works they 
should perform, (Rom. ix. 11 — 29.) but to 
the praise of his glorious grace. (Ephes. i. 
6.) He chose their persons, fixed their 
names, predestinated them to sonship, 
(Ephes. i. 5 ; Rom. viii. 29, 30.) gave them 
to Jesus, (John xvii. 6, 9, 16,) and ap- 
pointed them to obtain salvation by him, (1 
Thes. V. 9, 10.) with eternal glory. (2 Tim. 
ii. X.) They are 'the objects of his highest 
love, constant care, and unceasing atten- 
tion. For them he prepared the kingdom 
before he made the world, (Matt. xxv. 34.) 
and blessed them with all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus. He ordained them to eter- 
nal life, (Acts xiii. 48,) sanctifies them by 
the Spirit unto obedience, (1 Pet. i. 2,) ' 
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raises them above all condemnation and 
guilt, (Roin. viii. 1, 33, 34.) Nothings 
shall separate them from him, or divert his 
attention from them. He loves them as he 
loves Jesus, John xvii. 23 ; he visits them 
with Jesus, John xiv. 21, 23 ; and is a 
Father unto them and they are his sons and 
daughters. 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. Blessed is 
the nation whose God is the Lord ; and the 
])eople whom he hath chosen for his own 
inheritance. Ps. xzxiii. 12. 

Brethren, do you believe the glorious 
truth, that God hath chosen his people in 
Christ, that he hath blessed them with ail 
spiritual blessings, that they are his jewels, 
his treasmre, his portion ? Let me exhort 
you to give all diUgence to make your call- 
ing and election sure. Make the prayer of 
the devout Psalmist your own, " Remem- 
ber me, O Lord, with the &vour that thou 
bearest unto thy people ; O visit me with 
thy salvation ; that I may see the good of 
thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the glad- 
ness of thy nation, that I may glory with 
thine inheritance." Ps. cvi. 4, 5. Cavil not 
i^gainst a truth so plainly revealed, but be- 
lieve it because God declares it ; it is not a 
barren speculation, but a truth flowing with 
milk and honey, to the truly humbled heart. 
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It opposes our pride, it destroys self-righte- 
ousness, but it administers the choicest 
consolation to the poor in spirit. To know 
that God loved me, thought of me, chose 
me, blessed me, and gave me grace in Jesus 
before the foundation of the world ; (2 Tim. 
i. 9, 10,) can there be any thing gloomy, dis- 
tressing, or alarming in this ? surely no. 

But can we know of a certainty that our 
names are written in the Lamb's book of 
life ? Yes, beyond a doubt. It is the book 
of life, and if discovering the value and im- 
portance of eternal life, I come to Jesus for 
the blessing, determined to possess it or 
perish in pursuit of it ; my name is record- 
ed there. No man can come to Jesus thus 
except the Father draw him, the Father 
only draws those who are given to Jesus, 
therefore if I thus come I am drawn, and 
drawn because written to life. If I believe 
in my heart the record God has given of his 
Son ; receive Christ as my wisdom, righte- 
ousness, sanctification, and redemption ; and 
rely simply and alone on him for life «nd 
eternal siedvation ; I have the faith of God's 
elect: this Mth is the gift of Grod, it is only 
given to those who are chosen of God, but 
it is given to me, therefore I am the chosen 
of God. The election hath obtained it a*- 
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the rest were blinded. Rom. xi. 7 ; 2 Cor. 
iv. 3, 4. I| I am called into fellowship with 
Jesus, and live upon him as the bread of 
life, if I receive from him grace, and use 
that grace to his honour, my name is writ- 
ten in his book : it is those who are pre- 
destinated that are called, but I am called, 
therefore I was predestinated to be con- 
formed to the image of Christ. If I brin^ 
forth good fruit in consequence of vital 
union to Christ ; if my person, talents, and 
property are cheerfully devoted to the cause 
of Qod ; my name is in the book of life : 
for believers are chosen, and ordained, that 
they should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that their fruit should remain ; but I go and 
bring forth good fruit which remains to the 
honour of God, therefore I am chosen and 
ordained. 

If you are stripped of self-righteousness, 
if you loathe sin, if you love and follow 
after holiness, if Christ is precious to you, 
if his name is written upon your affections, 
memories, prayers, purposes, and actions ; 
your name beyond a doubt is written in bis 
book : and the -doctrme is calculated to af- 
ford you the strongest consolation. To be 
loved of God with an everlasting love ; to 
have your name written in heaven, among 
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patriarchs, prophet, apostles, martyrs, and 
saints; to be appointed to a kingdom of 
eternal glory and inconceivable blessedness ; 
to be the Sons of God ; the Heirs of God ; 
the Brethren of Christ ; and all this of 
grace, without the leai^ thing in you to en- 
title you, or warrant you to expect such 
distinguishing honour : surely it is enough 
to constrain you to devote yourself entirely 
and for ever to the Lord, and cause you to 
sing daily. 

All that I have, and all I am, 

Shall be for ever thine, 
Whatever my duty bids me give 

My cheerful hands resign. 

Yet if I might make some reserve, 

And duty did not call, 
I love my God with zeal so great 

That I should give him alL 

And is it possible that such a comfort- 
able and holy truth should be opposed ? 
Yes, men not submitting their understand- 
ings simply and entirely to the word of 
God; not forming their judgments from 
what God has said ; but proudly reasoning 
upon what they think to be right and con- 
sistent for Jehovah to do ; have denied or 
explained away this wholesome doctrine. 
Aud the principle wnich in some has led to 
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the denial of the doctrine of eternal election, 
has in others led to the denial of the divini- 
ty of Christ, the atonement he made, and 
tjie glory to which he is entitled. But we 
must receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, and submit to be taught without 
choosing our lessons, or setting in judg- 
ment on the wisdom of our Teacher. God 
has plainly revealed it, let us therefore re- 
ceive and believe it, search out our interest 
in it, and put on as the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsufFer- 
ing, forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another : (Col. iii. 12, 13.) this will be 
be better than a thousand arguments, or 
lengthened controversy. 

But do not some abuse this truth ? Un- 
doubtedly they do : but shall we therefore 
reject it ? if so, we may reject all truth, for 
all is more or less abused. The legalist 
abuses one part, and the licentious abuses 
the other ; but let us hold fast the whole 
truth, and be careful not to abuse any part 
of it. We can have no occasion to be as- 
hamed of truth, but let us remember we 
may be a shame to it. God's elect are 
holy, humble, devoted to Gtod ; those who 
can love and live in sin, who are proud and 
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censorious, worldly and covetous ; give no 
evidence that they ate elected, except it is 
by satan to bring dishonour on God's cause; 
but they must give an account of themselves 
to God, and be judged according to their 
works. The judge of the earth will do 
right even in reference to such. The doc- 
trine sanctions no sin, dispenses with no 
duty, nor affords the least ground of hope 
to the unholy or profane. It is a holy doc- 
trine, revealed by a holy God, for the com- 
fort of holy persons, who are walking in a 
holy way, to a holy heaven. 

But is it not a stumbling block to sin- 
ners ? Sinners as sinners, have nothing to 
do with the doctrine of election ; it speaks 
not one word to them. The gospel directs 
them to Jesiis with the assurance that he 
will in no wise cast out, and when they 
have believed in Jesus and found salvation 
by trusting in his name, then they are en- 
couraged to believe, receive, and enjoy this 
holy doctrine. It is not for us to make 
this doctrine the role of our life, the holy 
law is the rule by which we are to walk ; 
this doctrine is a ground of strong consola- 
tion, but not a rule of conduct. Neither 
are we to attempt to bend other portions of 
God's word, to make them agree with our 
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DAVID RECOVERED ALL. 

How instructive is the life of David! 
Every part of the same is calculated to edify 
and benefit the spiritual child of God; 
it was written for our admonitioay upon 
whom the ends of the world are come. 
* There is much to be learned from this oc- 
currence. Ziklag had been given to David ; 
here he dwelt with his feimily and friends : 
and no doubt enjoyed many a happy hour. 
He was prompted to go forth against his 
brethren the Israelites, and self seems to 
have had much to do with this circumstance ; 
therefore I hear him saying to Achish, 
" Surely thou shalt know what thy servant 
can do/' I Sam. xxviii. 2. While he was 
going to show what he could do, the 
Amalekites came against Ziklag, took the 
women captives, burnt Ziklag with fire, 
and departed. David returns to witness 
the desolation, weeps over the ruins, hears 
the people talk of stoning him, inquires of 
the Lord by Abiather, and gets an assur- 
ance that he shall recover all. Upon this 
he goes^ forth to the brook Besor, leaves 
there his fainting men, pursues after his 
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enemy with the rest, finds an Egyptian 
who brings him down to the camp, which 
he finds rejoicing over the spoils ; he 
smites his enemies, and recovers all. Here 
are many lessons of instruction, as " When 
pride cometh, then cometh shame," Prov. 
xi. 2. There is no joining with the ene- 
mies of the church without suffering ; sel- 
dom does one trouble come alone ; Ziklag 
is burnt, and the people talk of stoning 
him. The christian in trouble is near to 
his God, who has an ear to listen to his 
cries, and a heart to answer his request. 
He shall be sure to meet with success, who 
will begin no enterprize without consulting 
and obtaining direction from the Lord. 

But I would view David here as the type 
of his Lord ; and methinks there appears 
something sweet in the subject viewed in 
this light. David signifies, "beloved ;" Jesus 
is the beloved of the Father, the church's 
beloved, and the beloved of the elect an- 
gels. Ziklag, a city of the Philistines, was 
given him for a possession, and there he 
took up his abode ; the world was given to 
Jesus for a possession, and a dwelUng place 
for himself and his people. Here David 
brought his wives, Ahinoam, " beauty and 
comdiness," and Abigail, ** the joy of the F^ 
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ther ;" and here he dwelt with, and enjoyed 
their company : the church of Jesus is by 
him made beauty, or beautiful as Tirzah, 
Song yi. 4. She is the Hephzibah, or de- 
light of the Father, who hath loved her 
with an everlasting love, and with loving- 
kindness drawn her. These two women 
may represent the two parts of the one 
church, the bride of the Lamb ; the Jewish 
and the Gentile. Amalek, "who licks up," 
the t3rpe of satan, comes against the city in 
David's absence ; they burned the city, and 
took captive the wives, but slew not any. 
So satan came against the chiu*ch, and 
took her captive, and burnt up the world, 
and reduced it to a moral wilderness, and it 
is even now set on fire of hell ; but though 
he took captive the church, he was not 
allowed to destroy her, nor any part of her. 
When David came to Ziklag he beheld it 
thus : he wept over it, and the people talk- 
ed of stoning him. When Jesus came into 
our world, he beheld it in its wretched, 
miserable, ruined state ; he wept over it 
tears of love, pity, and compassion ; and 
more than once they took up stones to 
stone him. This conduct did not divert 
the attention, alter the intention, or alien- 
ate the aiFection of David : neither did the 
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base conduct of his people change the pur- 
pose or affection of Jesus, hut having loved 
his own which were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 

David enquired of Ahiather, " the excellent 
pattern, or father of him that survived ;" Je- 
sus took counsel with Jehovah our Father, 
respecting the recovery of his church, be- 
fore he attempted her rescue. David had 
the Lord's word that he should recover all ; 
and of Jesus it was predicted, "He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged, until he hath 
set judgment in the earth : and the isles 
shall wait for his law," Is. xlii. 4. David 
went over the brook Besor, which signifies 
'* incarnation, or glad tidings," to recover his 
wives and property ; Jesus was incarnated, 
made under the law, made of a woman, to 
redeem his bride and recover the forfeited 
possession ; his incarnation was indeed glad 
tidings of great joy unto all people. He 
came into the world to save sinners, to give 
himself for his church, and to send the glad 
tidings of his love, birth, work, death, sa- 
crifice, and conquests throughout the earth ; 
and we have beheld the glory of the word 
made flesh, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
David found the young Egyptian, who 
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" binds, fitraightens, troubles, or oppresses," 
who brings him down to his enemies ; Jesus 
found an Egyptian in Judas, who brought 
his enemies upon him, to deliver him into 
their hands. David began the battle at the 
twilight, and fought until the evening ; so 
did Jesus, he began before it was yet day ; 
he fought throughout the day, and cried out, 
" It is finished" in the evening. And David 
recovered all that the Amalekites had carried 
away, and David rescued his two wives. And 
there was nothing lacking to them, neither 
small nor great ; " David recovered all ;" 
and he equally divided the spoil. So Jesus 
hath recovered all that his people lost 
through sin; the purity of their nature, 
the justification of their persons, and their 
title to life. All this is recovered ; and he 
will present to himself a spotless, blame- 
less, holy church, perfectly justified in his 
own immaculate righteousness ; and en- 
titled to life, eternal life, by union to his 
person. He equally divides the spoil ; each 
has a fiill pardon, a perfect righteousness, a 
new nature, a title to bliss, a whole Christ, 
all the promises, and all things. 1 Cor. iii. 
21 — 23. None can have more, none have 
less, every one shall receive his penny. 
Reader, have you been used to view Je- 
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SUB as the beloved ? Is he the beloved of 
your sovd, the light of your eyes, the joy of 
your heart, the centre of your affections, 
the supreme object of your faith, love, and 
desire ? Are you saying, None but Jesus, 
none but Christ for me ? Do you view him 
as having recovered all, having conquered 
satan, removed sin, satisfied Justice, pro- 
cured pardon, made peace, sealed the cove- 
nant, confirmed the promises, opened heaven, 
and consecrated a new and Hying way into 
the holiest Cor sinners ? Do you view his 
blood as the price of your pardon, the 
choicest expression of his love ? If so, you 
will join and sing. 



It 



Jesus, my Lord, to whom the wings 

Of my afifections flee, 
Is sweeter than the sweetest thmgs 

In heaven or earth to me. 

I was among the traitorous crew 

Doomed to eternal fire, 
When he, to pay the ransom, flew 

On wings of strong desire. 

To me this hieeding love of his. 

Shall ever precious he ; 
Whatever he to others is, 

He's all in all to me." 
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THE MISSIONARY BOX. 

"Father," said a little boy, the other 
day, " I wish you would get me a mission- 
ary box, that I may save my money for the 
mission." " Yes," was the parent's reply, 
" I will." But the matter did not end 
here; for he began to think how many 
families there are that have no missionary 
box; how little comparatively is done for 
the spread of the gospel ; and how much 
more would be done if every christian fa- 
mily had a missionary box, and regularly 
used it. But another idea struck the mind, 
— it was this ; the missionary box is a 
valuable monitor, and useful domestic 
preacher. It points to the four quarters of 
the world, and cries, *' Preach the gospel 
to every creature." It refers to man's de- 
gi'aded state, God's glorious provision, 
Christ's great commission, and the church's 
imperative duty. It reminds us of what sin 
has done, and is doing ; of what the world 
needs, even the gospel ; and calls upon us 
to obey our lord's command. Let us lis- 
ten to this preacher a little ; place it on the 
table, open the ear, be silent, it speaks ! It 
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says, " You are in debt." The gospel 
was brought to our country by others, — ^it 
has done a great work ; it is still working ; 
but England was not intended to be a 
PRISON, nor the gospel a fsisoner. You 
were to receive it, believe it, enjoy it, copy 
it. and then send it on, until it reaches the 
very ends of the earth. The gospel has 
been detained here too long, the world 
needs it, and it is a debt which you owe to 
the Wiorld. As a man of honor, then, I ask 
you, can you feel comfortable while thus in 
debt, without using every means in your 
power to pay it ? The gospel came to you 
at the expense of others, and you are not 
honest if vou do not send it on at vour 
own expense. Therefore begin at once, 
and drop something into the missionary 
box as an acknowledgment, and determine 
to continue regularly to lessen your debt. 
But hark ! It speaks of duty. The com- 
mand of Christ lays you under a solemn 
obligation ; it is your duty to deliver the 
message of the gospel personally to whom 
you can, and to furmsh the Missionary 
Society with means to send it where you can- 
not reach. Yes, it is a solemn duty from 
which no one can discharge you. Again, 
it reminds you of your defects. Whp* 
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have you done in time past ? Wliat have 
you ffiven to aid this good work ? What 
are you doing or giving now ? Are you 
often asking yourself. What do I owe to 
the gospel ? What can I do for a poor fal- 
len world? Am I obeying the last com- 
mand of Jesus? Who has received the 
gospel /rom nte/ Surely no one has such 
unprofitable servants as our Lord and 
Saviour. No persons are privileged like 
his disciples, no motives are so powerful as 
those of his gospel, no precepts so benevo- 
lent as those he has given, no rewards so 
great as those he has promised ; and yet 
what have his disciples done ? What are 
they now doing ? The missionary box has 
turned exhobter. It exhorts you to pitg 
the poor degraded heathen, to pray for the 
Lord's blessing to crown the labours of his 
servants ; to provide the means to send 
others into the missionary field ; and to 
present the gospel personally to your 
friends and comiections. Have you no 
missionary box ? If not, send for one im- 
mediately ; they may be obtained at the 
Mission House in London, and of almost 
any minister in the country. If you have 
one, listen to its lectures, r^ularly add to 
its contents, and recommend all your 
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friends to obtain this pretty ornament for 
their tables or chimney-pieces. Speak to 
yonr children on the subject, interest them 
in sending the gospel to the heathen ; and 
so go forward in the Lord's cause as to 
constrain yoiur friends and relatives to say 
of you, when death has removed you hence, 
that you did ** what you could." 

" Can we whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high — 
Can we to men benighted, 

The lamp of life deny ? 
Salvation, oh salvation I 

The joyful sound proclaim ; 
Till each remotest nation 

Has learn' d Messiah's name. 

Watt, waft, ye winds his story ! 

And you, ye waters, roll, 
Till, like a sea of glory, 

It spreads from pole to pole; 
Till oe'r our ransom'd nature, 

I'he Lamb for sinners slain, 
Bedeemer, King, Creator, 

In bliss returns to reign." 
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A BIRTH-DAY MEDITATION. 

How great has been the mercy of my God 
to me, a poor, worthless, ill-deserving worm ! 
I trace his goodness from my birth to tlie 
present moment. Bom in a land of gospel 
light, when I might have been bom in hea- 
then darkness; instructed to read God's 
holy word, when I might have been left like 
others in nature's ignorance ; preserved in 
Christ Jesus during the years of my unre- 
generacy, when many who were bom about 
the time I was, have been cut down and 
consigned to the grave ; called by the sove- 
reign grace of a covenant God, when run- 
ning post haste to eternal destruction; 
taught by the Holy Ghost my sinful state, 
the value of my soul, the need of a Saviour, 
the way of escape, and the freeness of sal- 
vation.- Given to realize an interest m 
Christ, to feel love to his dear name, and 
obtain a knowledge of his saving work; 
kept by his mighty power in the midst of 
temptations, persecutions and snares, to 
oublish the glad tidings of salvation ; sent 
to proclaim to poor sinners round the daji- 
ger they are in, the glorious salvation of 
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the cross, and Jehovah's boundless love. 
!Blest with many seals to my ministry in 
different parts of the land, and with re- 
peated testimonies of the power of the word 
in the hearts of the people of Gk)d. Pre- 
served from my depraved heart, the various 
errors that lead multitudes astray, and the 
opposition of all my foes ; supplied with every 
temporal mercy, gospel privilege, and pro- 
mised blessing. Brought through innume- 
rable trials, difficulties and distresses, to the 
glory of Jehovah's grace : spared, notwith- 
standing my hardness, rebellion and back- 
slidings, until I am more than forty years 
of age ; and appear before God this morn- 
ing, willing, heartily willing, to be, to do, to 
suffer whatsoever he sees proper, so that I 
may but be kept from sin, and dishonouring 
his dear name and gospel. 

When I reflect upon what I was, how 
circumstanced, and situated, and view the 
way the Lord has led me, what he has done 
for me, and what he has done by me, I am 
astonished ! O, that I did but feel hum- 
bled, grateful and thankful, as I should I 
desire to be filled with love to Grod, zeal for 
God, and concern to glorify God. I want 
to be entirely devoted to him, body, soul, 
and spirit, that my all may be for lumand 
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not for another. When I oonnder my oold- 
nese, careleBsnese, and ingratitdde, I cannot 
but wonder that the Lord has not long ago 
disowned me; but blessed be his holy name, 

" Whom once Y^ loves he never leaves^ 
But loves him to the end." 

He changes not, therefore I am not con- 
sumed. O my soul, lay low before the 
Lord under a sense of thy manifold infirmi- 
ties and follies, and seek grace from Jesus 
to live holily, righteously, and usefully in 
this present evil world. Grracious Lord, 
grant unto thy servant light to see thy will, 
power to do thy pleasure, love to follow 
thee wherever thou goest, and an abundant 
entrance into the everlasting kingdom of 
my Lord and Saviour. O give me an in- 
creasing love to souls, success in my work, 
and growth in grace, that my own personal 
concerns be not neglected ! O make me 
like my Saviour in spirit, temper and con- 
duct ! See, gracious God, I do afresh on 
this my birth-day, surrender myself entirely 
to thee to be thy servant, to be used as thou 
pJeasest, and to be led where thou wilt ! 
grant that I may serve thee with a son's 
heart, a bride's affection, and a servant's 
obsequiousness! Lord, take me, and en- 
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able me to remember evermore that I am 
thine ; may I leave myself and all my con- 
cerns in thy hands, and go about thy busi- 
ness. O save me from every snare, from 
every foe, and from my wretched self ; get 
glory in me, by me, and through me, for 
Jesus Christ's sake ! Amen. 

" Swift as the winged arrow flies 
My time is hastening on ; 
Quick as the lightening from the skie8» 
My wasting moments run. 

My follies past, God, forgive^ 

My every sin subdue ; 
And teach me henceforth how to Uve^ 

With glory in my view. 

Oh ! let thy Spirit lead me still. 

Along the happy road ; 
Conform me to thy holy will. 

My Father and my God. 

Another year of life is past ; 

My heart to thee incline. 
That if this year should be my last, 

It may be wholly tiiine /" 
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THE LAST MONTH. 

AnotKss year has nearly passed away. 
Eleven mondis are gone; and we now 
enter upon the last of the twelve* They 
have told their tale before the throne of 
God. The past we never can recal ; the 
present we may improve. This month 
which is the last of the year, will be the 
last of life to many ; it may be so to us. 
If it should, what would be the conse- 
quence.^ Serious enquiry this! Reader, 
we have no time for trifling. This may be 
the last solemn warning you will receive 
this year. Perhaps it may be the last you 
wiU ever be permitted to read. Let us en- 
deavour to feel, as we should if we were 
sure this was the case. Let us, — 

1. Review the mercies we have received. 
How many ! How various ! How great 
have they been! Mercies for the body. 
Food, raiment, a dwelling. We have had 
liberty, while many have been shut up in 
prison. We have had health while many 
have been laid on a sick bed. We have had 
the use of reason, while many have been 
deranired. We have been preserved fi:om a 
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thoiisaBd evils, and have been surrounded 
with many mercies. But we have had 
mercies for the soul too. The bible. The 
sabbath. The house of prayer. The 
preached gospel. Eyes to read the bible. 
Ears to hear the gospel. We have also 
had religious tracts, and other good books. 
But how have we treated our mercies? 
Have we improved them to God*s glory ? 
Have we used them for our soul's welfare ? 
Have we valued them as they deserve ? 
Or have we neglected them, treated them 
as though they were worthless, and thus 
despised our own souls ? Let us, — 

2. Remember our sins, " I do remember 
my feiults this day," said one. Let us re- 
member ours. We have sinned in our 
hearts. Secretly when no one saw us but 
God. We have had and encouraged evil 
thoughts. Our thoughts of God have not 
always been serious. Our thoughts of man 
have not always been kind. Our thoughts 
of sin have not been with sorrow. Our 
thoughts of holiness have not been with 
ardent desire. We have not thought of the 
Saviour so frequently, so seriously, or so 
thankfully as we ought. In a word, all our 
thoughts have been mixed with sin. So 
also Our feelings. We have had feelings ^^ 
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anger, revenge, envy, jealousy, ^uscontent ; 
we have repined, murmured, and charged 
€k>d foolishly. And our words have often 
been idle, vain, foolish, &lae. Nor have 
our deeds been better than our words. 
Woe be imto us, for we have sinned. Sin- 
ned every month — sinned every week — sin- 
ned every day — sinned every hour we have 
been awake. Nor has one moment, during 
consciousness, been spent in strict accord- 
ance with God's holy law. Every sin has 
been conmiitted immediately under the eye 
of God. Every sin has been committed in 
the light of God's truth, and against the 
expostulations of Grod's mercy. Who shall 
attempt to number his sins.^ Who could 
fiilly set forth all their aggravations ? But 
not only has the past year been stained 
with sin, but the whole of our past lives. 
We have gone astray from the womb. We 
have done evil things as we could. Let us, 
therefore, — 

3. Reflect on our follies. We have tri- 
fled with the law. We have trifled with the 
gospel. We have trifled with time. We 
have trifled with eternity. We have trifled 
with G^od, and we have trifled with our 
ovra souls. We have acted as though 
madness was in our hearts. We have imi- 
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tated sinners, conformed to the present 
evil world, and grieved the good Spirit of 
God. God's counsels have been slighted, 
the Saviour's invitations neglecte , and the 
intimations of the Holy Spirit have been 
disregarded. Our folly has been great. It 
has been persevered in. It is inexcusable. 
It deserves the just wrath of God. Let us 
therefore, reflect soberly, seriously, and as 
in the light of eternity. Let us not allow 
the things of time to thrust away the sub- 
ject from us, neither let us put away the 
gospel and judge ourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life. But let us, — 

4. Repent of our transgressions before 
God. Except we repent, we must perish. 
There is no alternative. Let us think again 
in reference to our sins, our desert, the 
Saviour, and our God. To repent is to 
change our minds. Except we change our 
minds respecting sin, so as to loathe it, be 
sorry for it, and turn from the commission 
of it, we do not repent of sin. Except we 
change our minds respecting God, so as to 
reverence his authority, admire his long- 
suffering, appeal to his mercy, seek his for- 
giveness, and endeavour in our lives to 
please him, we do not exercise repentance 
toward God. Our thoughts have b*" 
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wronif, therefore our feeUngs have been 
wrong, and bo our lives have been wrong. 
But God has given us space for repentance, 
let us beseech him to give us ffrace for re- 
pentance. For Jesus is exalted a Pbincb 
and a Savioub, to give repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins. Let us therefore, — 

5. Exercise /at/A in Jesus. Let us read 
his precious word, as though it had been 
brought to us direct from heaven by an 
angel. Let us give him credit for meaning 
what he says. Let us accept his gracious 
invitations. Let us trust in his glorious 
promises. Let us place our entire depen- 
dence for acceptance with God upon what 
he has done and suffered. Let us plead 
his name before Grod for pardon, peace, and 
every blessing which we need. Let us be- 
lieve that he came into the world on pur- 
pose to save sinners. — That he did and suf- 
fered all that was necessary for their salva- 
tion. — ^That he is able to save us, however 
guilty ; that he is willing to save us, how- 
ever unworthy. Let us believe this be- 
cause he hath said so in his holy word, and 
hath solemnly pledged himself to receive 
and save every coming sinner, saying, 
*' Him that cometh unto me, / tviU in w 
wise casi out,*' Nothing shall ever induce 
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him to reject, cast out, or refuse to save a 
coming sinner. Reader, he will not refuse 
to save TOu. He is quite willing to save 
YOU. To save you this moment. To save 
you fully, freely, and for ever. Have you 
ever tried him ? Will you try him now ? 
*' Venture on him, venture wholly, let no 
other trust intrude." Let us therefore 
believe in Jesus, be sorry for our sins, 
and, — 

6. Reform our lives. There will be no 
sound reformation, without faith in Jesus. 
Nor can there be fdth in Jesus, without 
reformation of life. The fedth that leads us 
to trust in the sacrifice of Christ, will also 

d us to imitate the example of Christ. 
Faith purifies the heart. It works by love. 
It is the root of all good works. Until sin 
is pardoned, it cannot be subdued; and 
until it is subdued, it wiU not be forsaken. 
Without fedth there is no pardon. But 
every believer is pardoned, "for to him, 
(Jesus), give aU the prophets witness, that 
tlirough his name, whosoever believeth 
iu him shall receive remission of sins. 

Let us therefore, endeavour to end the 
year better than we began it. Let us look 
back on the past wit^i sorrow, and forward 
to the future with hope. Let us confess 
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our una Wore Qod, and look to Jesus 
alone for salvation. If we have neglected 
our souls, let us neglect them no longer. 
If we have slighted our mercies, let us en- 
deavour to improve them from this day for- 
wards. The door of mercy is open; the 
way of salvation is before us; the gospel 
invites us to enter ; and eternal life is at its 
end. Let the time past of your lives, 
therefore, which you have spent in sin, 
suffice ; and now, from this moment, 
*' Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 
and call upon him while he is near." Soon 
the door of mercy will be shut, soon you 
will be summoned to appear before Grod, to 
give account of the deeds done in the body; 
and if you should be found out of Christ, 
your doom will be unutterably dreadful! 
If you are graceless, you are Christless : if 
you are Christless, you are hopeless ; and if 
you die hopeless, or with a fedse hope, 
you must perish for ever. May this book 
be mercy's messenger, and may you from 
this day turn to God, so iniquity shall not 
be your ruin. 

Eeader, what say you ? You have re- 
viewed your mercies, remembered your sins 
and reflected on your follies ; but do you 
repent ? Axe you truly sorry that you have 
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offended and grieved so good and gracious 
a God? Do you feel your heart rising 
against sin ? Are your spirits depressed on 
account of it ? Look to the Lord Jesus, he 
died that we might live ; he was made a 
curse, that we might he made a hlessing ; 
he lives in heaven, to receive, pardon, and 
save, all that come unto God hy him. His 
heart is kind. His word is true. His ear 
is open unto you. His hlood cleanseth 
from all sin. He has saved thousands who 
were just like you, and he will save you if 
you apply unto him. Are you ashamed of 
your former course ? Do you intend to 
begin the new year afresh ? Beware of 
making promises in your own strength, for 
if you do, satan will be sure to prevail on 
you to break them. Gk) upon your knees, 
cast yourself at the feet of God, confess 
your sins, plead in the name of Jesus for 
pardon, and beseech the Lord to ** create in 
you a clean heart, and renew in you a right 
spirit." Seek grace from God, that you be 
able to serve him acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear. He extends mercy to sin- 
ners, and he gives grace to help them in 
time of need. Look to Jesus, place confi- 
dence in his word ; depend for aceeptance 
with God only on his finished work and 
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there will be nothing found in God's heart 
against you. All your past sins he will 
forgive Bnd forget for ever. He will admit 
you into his favour, treat you as a belov- 
ed child, and rejoice over you to do you 
good. 

But beware of delay. Satan will tempt 
you to put off these things to a future time, 
do not listen to him. If you do, your 
heart will grow harder, your sinful habits 
stronger, the difficulties will be greater, 
and you will be further from the kingdom 
of heaven than you are now. Continuance 
in sin sears the conscience, grieves the 
Holy Spirit, strengthens the chains that 
bind you, and gives satan more power over 
you. Therefore, delay no longer, begin to- 
day begin at once* Gro upon your knees 
directly. Cry mightily God. Pray as for 
life. Never give over until you enjoy peace 
with God, and rejoice in hope of his glory. 
There is no unwillingness with God. All 
the unwillingness is on your part. He says, 
" As I live I have no pleasure in the death 
of the sinner !" He delights in mercy, but 
he punishes with reluctance. He is ready 
to forgive, butNtie is slow to anger. He is 
plenteous in goodne^ and in truth. He so 
loved the world, thatNje^ve his only be- 



THB LAST MONTH. 981 

gotten Son> that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life : if you perish therefore, it is just be- 
cause yon will not believe on the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. Think of this. Think of it 
very seriously. Think, and let your 
thoughts influence your conduct. 

'* All ye who feel distressed for sin, 
And fear eternal woe, 
You, Christ invites to enter in I 
This hour to Jesus go I 

He, by his own almighty word, 

Will all your fears remove ; 
For every wound his precious b^ood 

A sovereign balm shall prove. 

His conquering grace shall set you free 
From sins oppressive chains, 

From Satan's hateful tyranny, 
And everlasting pains. 

Come then, ye heavy-laden, come I 

His instant help implore : 
Millions have found a peaceful home. 

There's room for millions more." 
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A CHRISTIAN'S PRAYER. 

My God, in me thy mighty power exert. 
Enlighten, comfort, sanctify, my heart : 
Sweeten my temper, and suhdue my will. 
Make me like Jesus, with thy Spirit fill. 
I want to live on earth a life of faith, 
I want to credit all the Bihle saith : 
I want to imitate my Saviour's life, 
Avoiding lightness, gloom, and einfol strife. 
I want to hring poor sinners to thy throne, 
I want to love and honour Christ alone : 
I want to feel the Spirit's inward power, 
And stand prepared for death* s important hour. 
I want a meek, a gentle, qniet frame, 
A heart that glows with love to Jesu's name : 
I want a living sacrifice to be, 
To him, who died a sacrifice for me. 
I want to do whatever God requires, 
I want my heart to bum with pure desires: 
I want to be what Christ my Lord commands, 
And leave myself my all, in his dear hands. 
O Lord, pour out thy Spirit on my soul. 
My will, my temper, and my tongue controul ; 
Lead me through life to glorify thy grace, 
And after death to see thee face to face 1 
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